As well as preventing landfill and providing you Wl
with free soil conditioner for the garden, compost ‘
heaps can be a real haven for wildlife. A well
managed heap, made up of a variety of garden and
kitchen waste will be home to many species of
insect and may also provide a safe winter refuge for
creatures such as toads and harmless grass snakes.

Compost comr ~ The value of urban habitat

past 50 yea'r\g the landscape around us has changed dramatically.
ties have ecome larger and the countryside has become more
eading to the loss of valuable wildlife habitat.

e of the growth of our towns and cities,
s can provide real havens for
Di se!i industrial sites such as old

ry spoil heaps and empty buildings
srovide feeding and nesting sites for all
‘manner.of wildlife and urban gardens provide
ideal reblaééfm_ent habitat for species such as
frogs, fpxg; and.many species gf bird.

Artificial homes - giving nature a helping hand

Whilst many animals can make their own home alongside
ours, it is possible to give nature a hand by making or
purchasing an artificial home such as a shelter or nest box.
Many are very simple to make and others can be bought via
mail order or from garden centres. When choosing a design,
stick to something sturdy and practical rather than something
ornate. Hedgehog boxes can provide an ideal hibernation spot.

Hidden dangers  If you burn garden waste, be sure to stack the material for the fire away from the fire site itself. This will prevent creatures
such as hedgehogs or slowworms which may have taken up residence from being killed when the fire is lit.
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Help and advice Native plants, shrubs and seeds
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or call 0115 958 8242 tel: 01949 860592 The Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust, formed in 1963,
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and the quiet places of the County. The Nottinghamshire
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reserves around the UK.

Environmental Health — can provide

help and advice with problem animals - The knowledge that your support is crucial in
including rats, wasps and fleas and helping to keep the UK’s wildlife safe for the future.
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Keeping problems in perspective

All creatures need to eat to survive.
Occasionally this natural instinct can

put certain creatures on a collision course
with even the most wildlife friendly gardener.
There is nothing more soul destroying than
seeing a favourite plant destroyed by slugs
or having your crop of cabbages devoured®"
by caterpillars but there are ways to keﬁ:i'F
problems in check without resorting to the
use of chemical pesticides.

Caterpillars can be removed from prlzed
specimens by hand or simply washed at
with a simple detergent solution or even plain

water and larger creatures such aslbirds éan

be kept off fruit and vegetable with sp
nets and cages. S

Slugs and snails can be controlled‘ by jrm=
encouraging creatures such as frogs, =~
thrushes and hedgehogs which are all
partial to snacking on them and more
traditional remedies such as placing c__qi)pb'
wire around the rim of pot plants can be

effective, as can specially designed beer traps.

Remember that without caterpillars we would
have no beautiful butterflies and other species
such as blue tits need a healthy population
of caterpillars in order to feed their chicks.
If there were no slugs and snails in our gardens
then song thrushes would be unlikely to visit.

Where they live

Wild creatures are incredibly adaptable and they can make their home in all

manner of places in your garden—some even choose to share our homes.

House martins and swallows sometimes nest under the eaves of houses,
making an amazing ‘mud’ nest re-enforced with feathers and other fibres.

Foxes might choose to live under a shed whilst smaller creatures such

as toads and newts will relish the cool shady protection afforded

by a rockery or mature shrubbery.

disappearing at an alarming rate, habitats in and around our towns and cities
are quickly becoming important havens for a wide range of birds, mammals,
amphibians and invertebrates. Private gardens are amongst the most valuable
u"@n habitats and it is estimated that the 15 million gardens in the UK cover
a greater area than all of the deS|gnated National Nature Reserves put together.
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Gardens provide an ideal place where people "~
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can connect with wildlife on an emotional level. % 11 :
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We feel affection for creatures that enhance our d
own enjoyment of the outdoors. Animals that -

_If-r are pretty, colourful and entertaining ’J
i ~add quality to our hves, but to live ==
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Friend or foe - dealing with
and preventing problems
caused by larger mammals

Feeding the birds

on ?egardmg'the use of slug pellets and their likely
ould pose little direct danger to wildlife such as hedgehogs
1t s‘ﬁgsmnd snails. However, by drastically reducing the population

i I‘l, summ.er, in'c.%_inE priority §
'} voles and dormice. You can h ¥-
% | on your cat’s collar and keeping cats 1 ) . i B B, e Wl

ve these creatures of a vital source of food.
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