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1 Introduction 

1.1 Conservation Areas 

Rushcliffe Borough Council has an obligation under Section 69 of the 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 to review, 

from time to time, its Conservation Area designations.  

A Conservation Area, as defined under Section 69, is óan area of special 

architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of which it 

is desirable to preserve or enhanceô. 

 

Scarrington Conservation Area was designated in 1990. Prior to this 

reappraisal of 2024, the Scarrington Conservation Area was reviewed 

in October 2010.  

 

Section 71 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 

Act 1990 highlights the local planning authorityôs duty to formulate and 

publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of the 

conservation areas. This document, therefore, aims to identify and 

reaffirm (or redefine) the special architectural or historic interest of the 

area which warrants its designation.  

 

Conservation Area Appraisals are not, and never have been, tools for 

to fossilise a place against change, instead, the processes of change 

which allow places to grow and evolve are recognised as being 

unavoidable, and it is also recognised that change can be a positive and 

desirable force. The designation instead allows greater scrutiny and 

control to manage change to positive effect and to ensure that any 

changes which require planning permission do not harm, and ideally 

serve to actively enhance, the existing character of the place. 

 

1.2 The purpose of a Conservation Area Character 

Appraisal 

 

The purpose of a Conservation Area Character Appraisal is to:  

¶ Identify and record the special interest of the Conservation Area to 

ensure there is a public awareness and understanding of what is 

worthy of preservation 

¶ To define and reassess current boundaries to accurately reflect 

what is now perceived to be of special interest 

¶ To identify opportunities to safeguard and enhance the special 

interest of the Conservation Area.  

 

It should be noted that the content in this document is not a 

comprehensive account of every significant building, structure, tree, 

wall, feature, or space. Therefore, any omission should not be assumed 

to imply that they are of no interest.  

  

Scarrington Conservation Area: 

Summary of Special Interest  

 

A typical Nottinghamshire village 

with an informally arranged 

collection of mostly 18th and 

19th century traditional buildings 

and later infill development.  

 

The Church of St John of 

Beverley provides the principle 

focal point for the village.  

 

The Scarrington horseshoe pile 

is a unique and distinctive 

feature.  

 

The 19th century pinfold is a 

rare example of a once common 

feature of Nottinghamshire  

villages.  

 

The tree lined Main Street runs 

north-east/south-west and forms 

the principal thoroughfare.  

 

The rural surroundings of the 

village provide views across 

open countryside, and tree  

and hedgerow lined approaches. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/69
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/69
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/69
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/71
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/71
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Generally, the character and appearance of a Conservation Area will be 

preserved or enhanced by: 

Å Providing controls and regulating development through the planning 

system.  

Å Applying the extra controls that designation provides over demolition, 

minor development, and the protection of trees.  

Å Environmental enhancement schemes and possibly providing financial 

assistance for the repair and restoration of specific buildings.  

Å Encouraging public bodies such as the local highways authority or 

utility companies to take opportunities to improve the street scene 

through the appropriate design and sensitive sighting of street furniture 

(and retention of historic features of interest), or the removal of eyesores 

and street features that have a negative impact such as overhead wires.  

 

1.3 The Planning Policy Context 

 

This appraisal provides a firm basis on which applications for 

development within the Scarrington Conservation Area would be 

assessed. It should be read alongside the wider development plan 

policy framework produced by Rushcliffe Borough Council and other 

National Planning Policy Guidance documents. The relevant documents 

include:  

¶ Rushcliffe Local Plan Part 1: Core Strategy, with a specific focus 

on:  

o Policy 10 (Design and Enhancing Local Identity) [in part]  

o Policy 11 (Historic Environment)  

¶ Rushcliffe Local Plan Part 2: Development Policies, with a 

specific focus on:   

o Policy 28 (Conserving and Enhancing Heritage Assets)  

o Policy 29 (Development Affecting Archaeological Sites)  

¶ The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (Revised - 

2021) 

¶ The National Planning Practice Guidance (2015 - Subject to 

Continual Review) 

¶ By Design:  Urban Design in the Planning System ï Towards 

Better Practice (2000) 

¶ The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 

1990 

 

 

  

Scarrington Conservation Area: 

Summary of Key Issues  

 

Loss of off-street parking 

provision, leading to an increase 

of on-street parking pressure 

and visual clutter 

 

Inappropriate or unsympathetic 

new development that detracts 

from the area's historic character 

 

https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/y1pbquqz/local-plan-part-1-rushcliffe-core-strategy.pdf
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/s3cezsuy/rushcliffe-local-plan-part-2_adoption-version.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/fileadmin/uploads/dc/Documents/by-design_0.pdf
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/fileadmin/uploads/dc/Documents/by-design_0.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/contents
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2 Scarrington Location and Landscape Setting 
 

Rushcliffe Borough forms the southern tip of Nottinghamshire which borders Leicestershire. It is 

predominantly a rural Borough that contains a mixture of city suburbs, market towns and villages. Rushcliffe 

is located about half a mile South of Nottingham city centre, with the River Trent forming the majority of its 

northern boundary and the River Soar defining its western boundary.   

 

The A46, a distinctive Roman Road, runs through the centre of the Borough and leads to Newark in the North 

and Leicester in the South. In the northern half of the Borough, the A52 forms Nottinghamôs primary transport 

link to Grantham and the East of England. Junction 24 of the M1 and East Midlands Airport are located about 

1 mile from the western border.   

 

Scarrington is situated approximately 2 miles to the east of the Fosse Way in gently undulating farmland to 

the east of Nottingham. The surrounding countryside consists primarily of large pasture and arable fields 

lined with hedgerows and scattered trees. Scarrington is surrounded by a number of villages, within a radius 

of 1½ - 2½ miles, while the town of Bingham is situated 2½ miles to the south-west. 

 

 

Figure 1- A Map of the Borough of Rushcliffe 
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Figure 2 - The landscape of pasture and arable fields surrounding Scarrington. Gravel tracks add the rural character.  

 

2.1 The Scarrington Conservation Area 

 

The Scarrington Conservation Area encompasses most of the villageôs built-up region and includes four 

Listed Buildings. The conservation area was designated in 1990 following a Planning Committee decision to 

designate ten new Conservation Areas. 

 

The charm of Scarrington lies in the harmonious blend of its historic, informally arranged buildings; diverse 

traditional boundary treatments; scenic abundance of mature trees. The villageôs curving main road provides 

a delightful progression of viewsðfrom the rural southern approach, through the shaded Main Street, and 

culminating at the picturesque churchyard of St. John of Beverley, a 13th-century Grade I listed church, to 

the east. 

 

A notable feature of Scarringtonôs history is the famous stack of horseshoes. Village blacksmith George 

Flinders spent 20 years creating this colossal stack, which became a local curiosity.  

 

In the latest review of 2025, the boundary was extended to include the wall of No. 1 and 2 Hawksworth Road, 

Scarrington. This wall appears to be associated with former grounds of the Old Hall and Church. Since its 

inclusion within the Conservation Area Boundary, planning permission will be required to remove the wall. 

 

   

 Conservation Area Boundary covers 9 ha (approximate) 

 Number of Grade I listed buildings 1 

 Number of Grade II* listed buildings 0 

 Number of Grade II listed buildings 3 

   

 A full list of Scarrington Conservation Areaôs Listed buildings can be found in Appendix 1 

Details accurate as of 2024 
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3 Historical Contexts 

3.1 Location and Historic Activities 

 

Scarrington's roots are believed to go back over 2,000 years, beginning as a settlement of ancient Britons. 

They established a camp fortified by a moat and stockade, remnants of which were reportedly visible until 

the early 19th century. Archaeological findings further support habitation by pre-Roman settlers. 

 

By Saxon times, Scarrington thrived as a rural farming community. Land was divided into scattered strips, 

allocated to families in a system reflecting democratic governance. The village was part of the Bingham 

Hundred and Newark Wapentake, emphasising its administrative importance. 

 

The Danish invasions of the 9th century brought additional cultural shifts. Saxon and Danish architectural 

influences are still visible, notably around the base of the village church. Listed in the Domesday Book of 

1086 as "Scarintone," the name is thought to derive from ñScarringass,ò linked to a prominent local figure. 

Post-Norman Conquest, Scarrington was documented as a modest community of ploughs, villains, and 

bordars in the Domesday Book. Over time, notable families such as the de Whattons and the Shipmans, 

whose stewardship influenced the village's development. 

 

The Church of St. John of Beverley, with features dating back to the 13th and 14th centuries, is a key historical 

landmark, with its 13th-century lancet windows, a 14th-century tower and spire, and a 17th-century font. 

The Civil War of the mid C17th brought unrest to Scarrington. Cromwellian troops occupied the village, 

desecrating the church and its yard. Local tales recount acts of bravery and tragedy.  

 

The 19th century saw significant changes to both the village and the church. Scarrington became a parish in 

1867, prompting renovations such as the addition of a south aisle and the removal of deteriorated features. 

By the mid-19th century, the village had a population of 230, thriving with prosperous farms. Local anecdotes 

from this period reveal a vibrant community life, with stories of Scarringtonôs band, agricultural traditions, and 

lively characters. 

 

The church spire and tower were repaired in 1896. Other historic structures like the medieval Old Hall and 

the cottages at Lunnon also contribute to the village's charm. Scarringtonôs unique traditions, including the 

ñScarrington pieò and humorous village tales, further enrich its character. 

 

A rare surviving 19th-century pinfold stands as a testament to Scarringtonôs agricultural past. Used to 

impound straying animals, pinfolds were a common feature of rural Nottinghamshire during the medieval 

period. This structure likely marks the site of much older versions. 

 

The geographical size of the village remained largely unchanged since its enclosure in 1781 until the late 

20th century when development extended north along Hawksworth Road. Most buildings date from the 18th 

and 19th centuries, characterised by a mix of detached houses, cottages, farmhouses, and agricultural 

structures that preserve Scarringtonôs rural heritage. 

 

Through centuries of change, Scarrington has retained its rural identity and charm.  

3.2 Archaeology 

 

A collection of lithic tools, including a scraper and flake, dating from the Middle Palaeolithic to the Late Bronze 

Age (circa 70,000 BC to 701 BC), were discovered on the outskirts of Scarrington.  
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3.3 Historical Mapping  

  

 
Figure 3 - The 1781 enclosure map of Scarrington by W. Attenburrow shows the geographical layout of the village. The curved 
linear layout survives largely intact today 
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Figure 4 - Map of 1880 

 

 
Figure 5 - Ordnance survey map of 1915 
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Figure 6 - Ordnance survey map of 1960. Expansion of the village up Hawksworth Road to the north-east is evident 

 

4 Spatial Analysis 
 

The relationship between open spaces and the built form within a conservation area can be central to its 

character. This section describes the layout of the village, highlights the significant views, landmarks and 

historical focal points. The contribution of open green spaces, trees and other natural elements to the 

conservation areaôs character is also described within this section. 

 

4.1 Plan, Form and Layout  

 

The historic street layout of Scarrington is characterised by a distinctive crescent-shaped main thoroughfare, 

Main Street. The initial north-south alignment of Main Street curves eastward, and transitions into a 

northwest-southeast orientation. Main Street serve as the villageôs principal route. 

 

Along Main Street, Hawksworth Road branches off to the northeast towards Hawksworth, providing an 

alternative route in and out of the village to the village. Main street then continues as Aslockton Road and 

then as Mill Lane (which leads to Aslockton).  
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Two named cul-de-sacs, The Saucers and Chapel Lane, extend from the crescent of Main Street. These cul-

de-sacs primarily lead to modern infill developments that, while not visible from Main Street, mostly still 

complement the historic core. 

 

Historic buildings, ranging from farmhouses to cottages, line both sides of Main Street, and Mill Lane, and 

the lower stretch of Hawksworth Road. Larger detached houses and traditional farmhouses are typically set 

back from the road, occupying expansive plots of land, while smaller cottages often sit directly at the 

pavement's edge.  

 

This contrast between smaller buildings close to the pavement and larger properties set further back 

enhances the open, rural character of Main Street. Complementing this, many traditional farm buildings are 

built directly against the roadside without pedestrian walkways, highlighting their agricultural heritage. 

 

Modern infill developments which are not accessed via cul-de-sacs are interspersed among the historic 

structures along Main Street. These occasional modern additions, typically comprising individual buildings, 

are limited in number and designed to preserve the visual dominance of the historic built environment. This 

careful balance sustains the village's historic character and reinforces its overall architectural significance. 

 

Below is a map that further describes the current plan, form and layout of the village/town. 

 

 
 
This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of His Majestyôs 

Stationary Office © Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.  

Rushcliffe Borough Council - 100019419 
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4.2 Landmarks, Focal Points and Views 

 

The most prominent landmark in Scarrington is the 13th-century Church of St. John of Beverley, located in 

the northern part of the village. The church dominates views along Main Street from the northwest and 

southeast, as well as along Hawksworth Road from the north, with additional glimpses visible throughout the 

village and surrounding countryside.  

 

 
Figure 7 ï Church of St John of Beverley at the junction of Hawksworth Road and Main Street 

 

 

 
Figure 8 ï The Church of St John of Beverly upon entrance to the village from Mill Lane 
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Figure 9 ï The Horseshoe Pile on Main Street outside the former Smithy. The Church of St John of Beverly is also visible to the 

left. 

 

A unique landmark in Scarrington is the 5.2-metre-high horseshoe pile, which is visible from the northwest 

along Main Street. It situated outside the former Smithy on Main Street at the eastern edge of the village ï 

together the building and the horseshoe pile reflects the villageôs blacksmithing heritage.  

 

Constructed between June 1945 and April 1965 by local blacksmith George Flinders, who served at the 

Scarrington forge for 51 years, this monument comprises approximately 50,000 interlocked horseshoes. 

Recognised as the largest known stack of used horseshoes in the world, the structure is self-supporting, 

redundant of any internal column, and weighs an estimated 10 tons. Its base has a circumference of roughly 

6 metres, further underscoring its scale.  

 

Open views of the countryside and pasture can be enjoyed from the edges of the Conservation Area at the 

eastern end of Mill Lane Road, from Chapel Lane, and along the hedgerow-lined lanes leading out of the 

village. From within the village along Chapel Lane from Main Street. These views of open spaces contribute 

to the rural character of the village. 
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Figure 10 ï View from Mill Lane, at the edge of the Conservation Area 

 

The curving roads at the village core create an inviting sense of movement, drawing you through the area. 

The larger historic buildings, alongside agricultural and former agricultural structures, offer a glimpse into the 

village's farming heritage. This legacy is reflected in the form and arrangement of the buildings, which 

contribute to the narrative of the village's agricultural past as you walk through. 

 

 
Figure 11 ï Red House Farm (left), agricultural outbuildings (right) 

 

4.3 Open Spaces, Trees and Landscape 

 

Scarrington is set within an open, verdant landscape, easily accessible via public footpaths. On 

approach to the village, hedgerows and tree-lined grass verges reinforce the rural setting and charm. 
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Figure 12 ï Grass verges and hedge lined entrance to the village 

 

The village is home to numerous mature trees, each contributing to its green, leafy character. Along Main 

Street, many trees frame glimpses of detached houses set behind them (see Figure 15 and Figure 16), while 

others rise prominently above the smaller, more modest properties (see the background of Figure 11). 

 

Within the village, key open spaces include the churchyard in the east and the field between Main Street and 

The Saucers in the west. This piece of land contributes further to the sense of openness within the village, 

despite the hedge that surrounds it.  

 

 
Figure 13 ï The hedge surrounding the field between The Saucers and Main Street 

 

The wide grass verges and trees along Main Street create a sense of spaciousness, while grass verges 

throughout the village enhance its rural character and soften the built environment. In spring, the blossoming 

trees add warmer tones to the streetscape, further enriching the villageôs charm (see Figure 13 and Figure 

14). 
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Figure 14 ï Blossoming and flowering trees along Main Street, along with the wide grass verges, softening the built environemt. 

 

In some cases, the wide grass verges, along with metal railings as a boundary treatment allow for the visual 

continuation of grass, contributing to the open, spacious feel along the street (see Figure 15). 

 

 
Figure 15 ï Metal railing at The Cottage on Main Street 

 

4.3.1 Open Spaces, Trees and Landscape SWOT Analysis 

 

Strengths - what are the positives of the open spaces, 

trees, and landscape 
Weaknesses - what are the negatives of the open spaces, 

trees, and landscape 

Green open space in The Saucers  

Many attractive and mature trees  

Blossoming trees in the spring 

The wide grass verges and the properties  
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Opportunities ï what could make the open spaces, trees, 

and landscape better?  
Threats - what would make an open spaces, trees and 

landscape worse?  

 

 

 

 

Encroachment from nearby development  

The loss of positive open space within the village  

Development that contributes to a loss of the 

villageôs sense of openness 

The loss of the cherry trees due to erosion of the 

roots from vehicles parking on the grass verges 

 

Works to Trees 

 

You must contact the Local Planning Authority (LPA), Rushcliffe Borough Council, before any works 

(cutting OR pruning) are carried out to trees within the Scarrington Conservation Area 

Six weeksô notice is required before any works to trees within the Conservation Area is carried out, even 

if they are not protected by Tree Preservation Order (TPO).  

 

You can use a Standard notification forms (a section 211 notice) to inform us of the works you would like 

to undertake. 

 

 

This flow chart outlines the decision-making process regarding works to trees. 

 

 

4.4 Public Realm 

 

Boundary treatments in Scarrington vary in material and style but are typically low in height, allowing attractive 

glimpses into front gardens and, ultimately, contributing to the village's open character.  

 

There are a large number of Black metal railings (see Figure 15, Figure 16 and Figure 20), often set on low 

brick or stone bases, are a common boundary treatment characteristic of the area. These railings are 

complemented by brick walls, stone walls, and hedges. Occasional painted wooden fences and painted brick 

walls add variety.  

 

Local folklore suggests that a wealthy resident paid a fee to the government to keep the metal railings 

throughout the village during the Second World War, when such features were widely removed to support 

the war effort.  

 

The arrowheads for the metal railings were also made locally at the blacksmiths.  

https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/lgepdp11/conservation-area-tree-notification.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/777646/TPO_flowchart_5.pdf
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Figure 16 ï Metal railings on a low stone base at The White House 

 

There are a number of stone walls which are attractive and contribute to the historical character of the village. 

During this appraisal the conservation area boundary was extended to include the stone boundary wall of a 

pair of residential properties along Hawksworth Road. The wall is similar in character to an adjacent wall of 

a listed building.   

 
Figure 17 ï Stone wall topped with clay pantiles 

 

 

 
Figure 18 ï Stone wall 

 
Figure 19 ï Low brick wall with planting that grows above 
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Roads in the village are surfaced with asphalt and bordered by grass verges or asphalt pavements. Many 

driveways are gravelled, blending well with the rural setting (see Figure 20). 

 

 
Figure 20 ï  An example of black metal railings on a low stone base. Block paving separates a gravel drive from the pavement at 
Yew Tree House 

 

At the junction of Hawksworth Road and Main Street, a traditional farm building, The Gables, backs directly 

onto the road, contributing to the agricultural character of the village (see Figure 25). 

 

The historic street furniture adds to the village's character, with a traditional K6 red telephone box on Main 

Street (see Figure 21) and red post-box (see Figure 22) built into a wall at Beech House (see Figure 28). 

There is a cast iron finger signpost on Main Street all making a positive contribution to the streetscape. 

 

 






































