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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1

Background

Exagen Development Limited (the Applicant) has prepared this Statement of Community
Engagement (“the SCE”) to accompany a planning application for a proposed renewable
energy park including ground mounted solar photovoltaics, Battery Energy Storage System
(BESS) and associated infrastructure (the Development, known as Old Wood Energy
Park). The Development is located on land to the northwest and southwest of the village of
Wysall in Nottinghamshire (the Site).

The solar farm is split over two land parcels occupying agricultural land to the west of
Wysall. The land parcels are accessed off Wysall Road via an upgrade farm access. A
point of connection, substation and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) compound is
located in the southern part of the southern land parcel. There is a buried cable in the public
road between the two land parcels, which passes through Wysall.

Further detail on the Development is included in the Planning Statement, Design and
Access Statement, Site Layout Plans and Elevations and associated technical reports
which are submitted as part of the planning application. The Site is wholly within the
administrative area of Rushcliffe Borough Council (The Council).

This report sets out the background and details of the extensive pre-application
consultation carried out by Exagen in the preparation of the planning application. Issues
that were raised during the course of the consultation by local stakeholders or residents
have been recorded in this report, along with the Applicant’s response to how the issue has
been considered.

Where possible, suggestions made by residents or stakeholders have been incorporated
in the amended final plans as the design for the Development has progressed.

1.2 The Applicant

Exagen is fully committed to public involvement and engagement and believes it is
important to give local people an opportunity to view proposals and discuss the
Development with members of the Project Team at an early stage. As a result, a
comprehensive programme of consultation involving public exhibitions, webinars and
individual meetings was undertaken prior to the final design and submission of the planning
application.

1.3 Purpose of the SCE

It is the intention of this report to demonstrate that in respect of the Development, the
Applicant has complied fully with the spirit and letter of the National Planning Policy
Framework (“the NPPF”) and the Council’s approach to community involvement, to engage
the public fully with the proposals prior to submitting a planning application.
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21

2.2

23

BACKGROUND

Central Government Advice

The Government last updated the NPPF in September 2023. The aim of the NPPF is to
simplify planning policy with a clear and simple 75-page document.

In paragraph 40 of the NPPF, it states:

“Local planning authorities have a key role to play in encouraging other parties to take
maximum advantage of the pre-application stage...They should also, where they think this
would be beneficial, encourage any applicants who are not already required to do so by
law, to engage with the local community and, where relevant, with statutory and non-
statutory consultees, before submitting their applications.”

The Government have set clear expectations that developers should wherever possible
engage with local communities about planning proposals in advance of submitting a
planning application.

Rushcliffe Borough Council Approach to Statement of Community Involvement

Rushcliffe Borough Council published its Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) in
2019t which sets out the format for community involvement in planning applications.

The SCI sets out how the Council will involve local residents, businesses and community
groups in the preparation of planning documents and the consideration of planning
applications. The SCI strongly encourages applicants to undertake pre-application public
consultation that is tailored to reflect specific local needs and experiences and provides the
statutory minimum requirements for advertising planning applications.

Planning Application for the Development

The Development is the subject of a planning application to the Council, which is supported
by a Planning Statement, Design and Access Statement, suite of planning drawings and
the following technical reports:

e Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, including Photomontages and
Landscape Masterplan;

e Heritage Statement, including Archaeological Desk Based Assessment and
Geophysical survey;

e Ecological Impact Assessment, including protected species surveys and Biodiversity

Net Gain Assessment;

Noise Impact Assessment;

Agricultural Land Classification Report;

Arboricultural Impact Assessment;

Flood Risk Assessment and Surface Water Drainage Strategy;

Transport Statement;

Construction Traffic Management Plan;

Glint and Glare Assessment;

Outline Battery Safety Management Plan.

These demonstrate how any potential environmental impacts of the Development, including
cumulative impacts, have been considered and, to the fullest extent possible, mitigated
through the design process.

! https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/xfOpnozc/final-statement-of-community-involvement-march-2019.pdf
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3

3.1

PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION

Pre-Application Consultation with the Council

The Applicant submitted a pre-application consultation request to the Council on the 6"
April 2022. The pre application submission included the following documentation:

Covering Letter;

Site Location Plan;

Red, Amber, Green (RAG) Plan of potentially Available Land;
Pre-application Consultation Form;

Preliminary Landscape and Visual Appraisal

ALC Report

Preliminary Ecology Appraisal

Heritage Assessment

Pre App Planning Statement

The Applicant received a written response from the Council on the 30" September 2023
including advice on planning policy, principle of Development, landscape and visual,
heritage, environmental health, highways, East Midlands Airport, ecology, agricultural land
quality and flood risk.

Further correspondence was carried out with key consultees throughout the pre-application
period to discuss the scope and requirements for some of the technical assessments that
form part of the planning application, including specifically the noise assessment, and glint
and glare assessment, with respect to potential effects on East Midlands Airport.

3.2 Consultation with Local Councillors

Just prior to the public consultation being initiated in May 2023, contact was made with the
following:

¢ Wysall and Thorpe-in-the-Glebe Parish Council;
e Costock Parish Council; and
e Local ward councilors (ClIr. John Cottee and Clir. Andy Edyvean)

This initial contact was to advise them of the project, introduce Exagen and provide a
contact for any ongoing queries.

Following the public consultation events Exagen attended a meeting with Bunny Parish
Council.

3.3 EIA Screening

An EIA Screening Opinion request was submitted to the Council on the 25" May 2023 and
the Council’s EIA Screening Opinion were received on the 8" June 2023 confirming that
the Development did not constitute EIA development and the planning application did not
require an Environmental Statement. The detailed responses on environmental matters
included in the Council’s screening opinion were considered in the preparation of the
technical assessments undertaken as part of the planning application.

3.4 \Visits to Closest Properties

In advance of public letters being sent out (see section 3.5) the Project Team identified the
key properties in close vicinity to the Site and visited these properties in person with the
intention of introducing the project, providing an ongoing contact and an opportunity to have
any questions answered.

In total, 14 addresses were visited, residents were present in 5 of the addresses and 9
addresses did not have anybody present, therefore a letter was left with the offer to come
back to discuss the project further.
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Following the letter drops, members of the project team then arranged further meetings to
meet with 9 residents to discuss the project prior to the public consultation events.

3.5 Public Exhibition Events

In May 2023, Exagen sent out consultation event invitation leaflets to 495 households. The
search area for the leaflet drop was set at 1km from both the southern and northern parcels,
plus any properties that were deemed within ZTV (Zones of Theoretic Visibility) just beyond
this fixed radius (generally to the south, west and east with areas to the north having limited
visibility due to topography and woodland) as well as all residential addresses within the
villages of Costock and Wysall. The area also included any properties within 50 m of
Pendock Lane or Wysall Road to the north, which formed the access route for the northern
site. Properties along the access route for the southern site were captured by the wider
consultation area anyway.

This search area was set as it was considered to be the maximum distance to which any
material effects arising from the Development would extend. Given the rural location of the
Site, this search captured the majority of isolated farmsteads and small rural settlements in
the vicinity of the Development. Plate 1 illustrates the consultation area.

Plate 1 — Consultation Area

Address data was obtained using GIS from Ordnance Survey AL2 data (Address Layer).
Address Layer 2 data provides precise coordinates for more than 27 million residential and
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3.5.1

3.5.2

3.5.3

commercial properties in Great Britain and provides a georeference for all Great Britain
delivery points in Royal Mail's Postcode Address File (PAF). As such it is considered to be
a comprehensive method for not only identifying residential properties, but also obtaining
address details.

In addition, emails about the events were also sent to Costock Parish Council and Wysall
and Thorpe-in-the-Glebe Parish Council and the ward councillors, Clir John Cottee and Clir
Andy Edyvean.

The leaflets that were posted out included basic information on the project, including where
it was located, the infrastructure that was proposed and some of the benefits of the
Development. It also included information on the Applicant, provided a link to a webinar
and project website, along with an online survey. The leaflets also included information on
the two in person public consultation events being held and how residents could attend.

An advertisement of the public exhibition event in Wysall was also published on the village
website and is one of the main sources of news and events within the local area.

The Site is within Bunny Ward but split between both Costock Parish and Wysall and
Thorpe-in-the-Glebe Parish. Therefore, public consultation events were chosen to be held
in Costock Village Hall and Wysall Village Hall as these are the meeting places of the Parish
Councils.

Wysall Exhibition Event — Wysall and Thorpe Village Hall

The first public exhibition event was held in Wysall and Thorpe Village Hall located in
Wysall, Nottinghamshire, NG12 5QS on Wednesday 7™ June 2023. The event was open
to members of the public between 16:00 and 20:00.

An estimate of 50 people attended the event (not everyone completed the sign in sheet so
an estimate of attendance was made).

A survey questionnaire was issued to attendees for completion either on the day or to be
returned to Exagen by post or email. The purpose of the questionnaire was to provide an
opportunity to better understand the views of local residents with regards to climate change,
solar farms, battery storage projects and for them to indicate whether they supported the
Development or not. Space was also provided on the questionnaire for any comments or
questions regarding the Development to be passed on to the project team. The data
generated from the returned questionnaires is presented in Section 4.

Contact details (phone number, email address and physical address) for the Project Team
were also provided on the questionnaire so that local residents could raise any specific
concerns with regards to the Development, or have any questions answered.

A copy of the survey questionnaire and leaflet provided to local residents as part of pre-
application consultation is provided in Appendix A. A copy of the exhibition boards is
provided in Appendix B.

Costock Exhibition Event — Costock Village Hall

The second public consultation event was held in Costock Village Hall located on Main
Street, Costock, LE12 6XD on Thursday 8" June 2023. The event was open to members
of the public between 16:00 and 20:00. An estimate of 20 people attended the event (not
everyone completed the sign in sheet so an estimate of attendance was made).

After the exhibitions, copies of the display boards were published on the project website to
ensure it was available for anyone unable to attend the exhibitions.
Bunny Parish Council Meeting

As the project is within Bunny Ward and also borders Bunny Parish, the project team
attended one of their parish council meetings to introduce them to the project and answer
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any questions they had. Leaflets and brochures were however not distributed to the village
as it was deemed that the project would have little to no effect on the village due to the
project being wholly screened by Bunny Old Wood, the natural topography and the parish
not being within the ZTV or on the planned construction route.

3.6 Webinar

After the public exhibitions, Exagen ran an online webinar, designed to ensure accessibility
of project information was extended to those unable to make the two in person events and
the meeting with Bunny Parish Council. The webinar included a presentation on the project
by the Project Manager, followed by an opportunity for questions to be posted by attendees
for the Project Team to discuss and answer.

The webinar was advertised both by leaflet drops to residential properties, advertisement
on the Wysall Village website and also on the Exagen project website as set out previously.

The webinar was held on Monday 12" June 2023. In total 21 people/groups of people
registered for the event and 15 people/groups of people attended the webinar.

After the webinar, a recording was published to the project website to ensure it was
available to watch for anyone unable to attend the scheduled time.
3.7 Project Website

At the start of the public consultation period, Exagen established a project website for the
presentation of information and as a mechanism to ensure interested parties are kept up
to date with developments.

The website address is https://exagen.co.uk/projects/old-wood-energy-park/. Along with
the website a dedicated project email was set up, oldwoodenergypark@exagen.co.uk.

The website introduces the project including the key dates for consultation events, provides
copies of the material presented at the public exhibitions and webinars, and will be used to
provide ongoing updates on the project as it progresses through planning and into
construction and operation. The website also provides contact details for the Project Team
should members of the public wish to raise anything with the Team directly.

The website was published in May 2023 and was monitored for traffic and correspondence
until the end of August 2023. A total of 4 emails were received at the dedicated email
address. One telephone call was received. Details of the correspondence are detailed in
section 3.9.

3.8 Survey

As reported in Section 3.5 an online survey was run during the consultation period. In
addition, printed survey forms were provided to attendees of the public exhibition. In total
there were 114 completed questionnaires — these have been analysed in Section 4.

As part of the survey, respondents were invited to leave their contact details so Exagen
could respond to any queries raised. Emails were sent to those respondents who left
details. Correspondence is recorded in Section 3.9.
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3.9 Correspondence — Emails, Webinars and General Comments from Questionnaires

A number of questions were posed during the webinar and there were 4 emails received
through the dedicated project email. Exagen received one telephone call in relation to the
project, and no mail relating to the Development prior to the submission of the planning
application. These are summarised below along with Exagen’s response.

Summary of Comments

Exagen’s Response

Phone Calls

One phone call was received from a resident who
owns some land situated between The Site and
Bunny Old Wood and requested more
information.

Following this phone call, details of the project
including all project brochures were emailed
across alongside details of the consultation
events.

Email Questions

This solar farm comes within my geographical
remit for Notts Ramblers. We clearly have
reservations about this project
(oldwoodenergypark) because of the adjacent
approved solar farm.

However, we are pleased to see the generous
width for the right of way and note your
commitment to wildlife improvements. We would
seek planting of bushes, hedges, small trees and
shrubs either side of the right of way in order to
obscure some of the fencing. We would also
seek, as we did with the adjacent project, a
greater buffer zone next to the wood.

We do have our Ramblers guide for developers of
solar farms available. Please get back to me if
you would like a copy.

| am glad that the width of the right of way and our
commitment to wildlife and biodiversity has been
well received. We have also looked to increase
the buffer zone around the woodland.

| would be grateful if you could please share with
me the ramblers guide for Solar Farm developers.

| missed the survey, | like in the next village
(Willoughby-on-the-Wolds) and cannot think for
the life of me why people are objecting in Wysall.
Brilliant project and | hope you get approval.

Thank you for your email, great to hear your words
of support for the project!

Would you like me to keep you updated with
project news moving forward?

What is happening to the public right of way /
footpath that currently routes directly across your
proposed solar farm site please?

| can confirm that the public right of way/footpath
through the Site will remain. Our planning
submission proposes to improve the footpaths in
the hope that they may even be used more. The
panels will leave a large buffer around the
footpath to ensure that they remain feeling like an
open space to be enjoyed.
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I do not know if there is still time to contribute
anything via the public consultation regarding this
development in Wysall and Costock parishes,
Nottinghamshire, but I'm sending this anyway.

Despite having helped look after the very ancient
Bunny Old Wood for over 30 years, (both the
western half owned by Nottinghamshire Wildlife
Trust and the privately-owned eastern half which
borders the northern edge of this development), |
have not really been kept fully informed about this
matter by local sources, nor do | know if the
owner is aware of it either (despite it being named
after his property!).

(I also sent a message via the “contact' section of
your website, but don't know it it was received OK
- | forgot to mention one or two other things that
may need highlighting).

| need to state that | am concerned about the
impact this solar array may have on local wildlife
that uses both the woodland and open farmland
here, plus also the loss of amenity in terms of the
effect on the popular Midshires Way footpath
running through the site, and the general rural,
historic landscape (not to mention loss of
productive arable land).

| believe that there are several extra things that
could be done to help ameliorate some of these
issues:

Increased width of “Buffer Zone' next to Bunny
Old Wood:

You must be aware that another large solar array
has been granted planning permission around
Highfields Farm, immediately adjacent to the west
of this new proposed one. Following consulation
during the planning application process, it was
agreed that the similar buffer zone along the
southern edge of the western half of the wood
should be increased from 30 metres to 50 metres
in width. | would request that it should be the
same for your development to reduce its impact
on the woodland boundary setting of the eastern
half.

New Small Woodland Blocks:

It might not be realised from your site-layout that
the section of field in the far north-east corner of
the site, next to the gateway and bend in the
Wysall Lane just before it descends north down to
Windmill Hill, actually slopes facing to the north.

As this is much less optimal for the proper
working of the solar panels, it would surely be
much more useful if some of this ground was
converted to new woodland instead, which would
greatly help to screen the development from this
location (which is the only bit of Wysall Lane that
it is currently shown to be right next to), as well as
helping to expand the general woodland habitat
here.

It would surely also make more sense (both
ecologically and economically) if the small field
between the 'Rough Plantations' on the western
edge of the site was also converted to new
woodland - surely, the panels won't function here
properly due to shading, and linking the old

Thank you for your email and the points you have
listed.

Any comments and contributions we receive
regarding the project are gratefully received and
will be added to our statement of community
engagement and can still help us to amend project
plans.

| apologise if you have not been kept informed/up
to date with the project. Any correspondence
regarding the project is sent to properties within a
set distance of the project itself and properties
along the access routes to the site. In this case,
project information was distributed to properties
1km from both the southern and northern site,
plus any properties that were deemed within ZTV
(Zones of theoretic visibility) of them. If you are
happy for me to keep you updated with project
progress, | will of course do so. | have also been
in contact with the owners of the field between the
woodland and the borders of our site, which |
believe are the landowners you have mentioned.

The land is not classed as being BMV (Best and
Most Versatile) land as it has been tested as
Grade 3b and 4 by an independent consultant.
Several surveys are being conducted to establish
any potential effects of the development on the
site and surrounding environment. These surveys
include; ecology, archaeology & cultural heritage,
construction access & traffic and flood risk, noise,
and glint & glare. In addition, a landscape and
visual impact assessment will be undertaken to
identify any impacts on key viewpoints.

Following comments from the ongoing public
consultation process, an increased buffer zone
has been added into the site to limit impact on the
ancient woodland. | have attached an updated
design of the site which shows the enlarged buffer
from the woodland and the footpath through the
site. This may still not be the final project design,
so may still be amended at a later date following
the results of all the relevant site surveys and
further comments received. | have also attached
the original project brochure which was
distributed, this includes the original site design
before amendments were made.

As we still have some surveys still to complete or
are awaiting results, the site design may still
change if it is deemed that the positioning of some
panels is not optimal. We may still remove
sections of panels if they are projected to not have
sufficient sunlight to make them economical.
Therefore, if the panels are removed here,
additional planting will likely be their replacement
to further increase the woodland buffer.

| will raise the above concerns with the project
team. With any of our projects we do not wish to
remove any existing hedgerows and try our best
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Summary of Comments

Exagen’s Response

plantation woodlands would be helpful for wildlife
and extra screening along this boundary.

Ancient Parish Boundary Hedgeline:

I'm not sure if it has been fully appreciated in this
plan and/or environmental considerations, that
the parish boundary line between Costock and
Wysall running through the site is likely to be of
extreme age (well over 1000 years), and needs to
be respected and protected as an ancient
landmark.

It is highly likely to be directly derived from the
prehistoric woodland that formerly covered this
ground before clearance many centuries ago -
parts of it have been degraded or lost in recent
years due to intensive agriculture, but sections of
ancient hedgerow still exist nearer and next to the
Wysall Rough Plantations.

| hope this contribution is helpful - | may have to
raise similar points in any formal submission |
might make in response to the planning
application that | presume you will be putting in to
Rushcliffe Borough Council in the very near
future.

to design projects around existing hedgerows,
trees etc.

All your comments are incredibly helpful to us and
as mentioned, will help form part of our planning
application for this project.

Three comments of objection

Just to say | am wholly against this project.’

‘We don't have enough sun in this country for this
to work (for a start). | am also against the eco
crucifixes destroying our birds and bats.’

‘| wish to express that | am thoroughly against this
project.’

These objections are stated with no specific
reason.

Webinar Questions

There are no sheep grazing on this land currently,
where will they come from?

This would be up to the landowner to decide if
they did want to graze sheep on this land and they
would then need to provide a grazing license to
whoever they wanted to. If not, it is something that
we could look to organise ourselves but would
would leave up to the landowner to decide.

Is it reasonable that there is another solar site
(Highfield) nearby and what about the significant
impact on the countryside?

The Highfield site is something we are well aware
of and have submitted an EIA screening opinion
request to Rushcliffe Borough Council, it's a
document requesting their opinion on whether a
full EIA is required. The possible cumulative
impact of the two sites will be assessed and will
be a big consideration to both the council and
Exagen.
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Summary of Comments

Exagen’s Response

Why is your business strategy based around free

capacity on National Grid, why not work with them
to better place these projects in more appropriate

places?

The grid works in a free market where you can
apply for grid connection anywhere and the grid is
obliged to offer you one. This is a system
designed by Ofgem to encourage there
competition in a free market type environment. It
also encourages the generation of the cheapest
electricity for the consumer and naturally the more
infrastructure you have to build the more
expensive the development becomes which then
means the electricity becomes more expensive
too.

What might the impact be of the deer fencing on
the deer and other large animals that use this
area? Is there a danger they will use the road as
an alternative?

It is not a single perimeter fence, certain fields
around the site may be grouped together but
through retaining the existing high value
vegetation and habitats, there will be green
corridors retained outside of our perimeter fence.
We would be looking to enhance these, and these
green corridors could potentially be better linked
together with the idea that the deer would use
these corridors to migrate across the landscape.

Where are your other sites that we can look at?

We don’t have any operational sites yet, the
business is around 3 years old and one of these
sites takes a long time to plan and be built.
Although Exagen itself doesn’t have any live sites,
individuals in the team have huge amounts of
experience in this industry and have helped
contribute to many sites that have been built
around the country.

Where does your £35million for the project come
from?

Construction projects of this type are a huge
endeavour because they require money upfront
and then generate electricity and money over its
lifetime. The majority of the money needed would
come from bank financing, whether that’s
supported by a pension fund, a big bank or
similar.

What do you think will be your biggest challenge
in getting the project approved?

There are of course always challenges with these
types of applications, however we wouldn’t be
taking this site forward if we didn’t think it had a
good chance of being approved. We have
selected a site that in our opinion is suitable for
this type of development.

How do you defend your choice to not use large
stretches of land adjacent to roads rather than
picturesque countryside?

All sites are driven by grid connection availability,
you can only get a feasible site where there is a
feasible grid connection, and that is the main
reason why this site has been chosen.

Please expand on mitigation measures for the
right of way?

This is something we are working on, we will be
sending out an updated layout in due course
which will hopefully give you all an opportunity to
see any changes we have made.

As a user of the national trail | am concerned
about the noise this project will create.

We are in the process of undertaking a noise
assessment for the site. The site is relatively
silent, the panels don’t make any noise, the only
source of noise is the invertors and the batteries
and substation, however these will be positioned
away from receptors including footpaths.
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Summary of Comments

Exagen’s Response

Have you considered nominated redevelopment
sites nearby?

There are no suitable brownfield sites to deliver a
scheme like this, they are not an appropriate size
or in a suitable location. They are often prioritised
or other types of development that are more
impactful such as housing.

The lane from A60 at Bradmore is single track in
parts and unsuitable for large and heavy traffic.

That will be something our transport consultants
will look at. They will produce a tracking diagram
for the entire route that simulates heavy traffic and
if we find that this route is unsuitable we will look
at other strategies. Our preference is to avoid
impact on the villages, but highway authority will
advise which route is most acceptable. They will
also advise whether patrticular traffic management
measures are required at each parcel’s access
point.

Are the footpaths gated?

The footpaths during the operational period will be
remain open. There will be fences between paths
and around all project infrastructure but those
footpaths will have corridors. Fencing on access
routes crossing footpaths will be in place with
rights of way users retaining right of way.

Will your impact assessment also look at the
impact on the area from the airport?

We are in consultation with the airport and their
safeguarding team. We have undertaken glint and
glare assessments which has shown there to be
an acceptable impact even when considering
potential cumulative effects with Highfields solar
farm.

There is a long distance footpath through the site,
your site will have a negative impact on this.

The council will weigh up any potential negative
impacts of the site with the positive impacts such
as generating green energy and biodiversity net
gain amongst others. Ultimately Rushcliffe Council
will consider if the overall impact of the site is
positive. Consideration will be given to the
footpath in the design to ensure appropriate set
back is applied alongside sympathetic screening.

Why are you looking to use up land rather than
roof space?

To meet the UK’s targets, large projects such as
this are needed. The way to get any near meeting
these targets is to use farmland. As a country, we
do also need solar on residential and commercial
rooftops too, but there are difficulties with this and
the scale required to meet the UK’s targets by
2030 would be near impossible to meet on rooftop
alone.

If constrained by grid, why not build on Ratcliffe
Power Station site once demolished?

The site will likely be deemed a brownfield site
and will most probably be redeveloped for
something such as housing. It's also possible that
the date of decommissioning will be pushed
further back like we have seen with many similar
sites around the country.

There are several sets of badgers on the northern
parcel.

This information would have been picked up on
from our ecology surveys. The planning
application will include the location of the badger
sets, apply any required buffers in the design and
consider other mitigation that may be required.

December 2023
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Summary of Comments

Exagen’s Response

Will the site generate heat?

No the site does not generate heat. Solar panels
are designed to absorb light which means they are
fairly dull, any heat they reflect is essentially
energy that is lost. The batteries can generate
heat when importing or exporting, however the
safety systems are designed to keep this to a
minimum.

What does the 2 acres for your batteries mean?

This is the amount of land that will utilise for the
battery part of the site. This land will contain
battery containers and other required
infrastructure. The vast majority of the site will be
utilised by solar.

Do solar panels impact drainage?

Because there are no big foundations for the
panels, they are pushed in on steel piles which
occupy less than 4% of the Site, water should
continue to soak into the land. Furthermore, the
ground cover beneath the panels will be a species
rich grass and so will assist with infiltration of
surface water and reduce erosion. Along the front
edge of where the panel is, the soil will act like a
soakaway away to help make sure that water is
absorbed.

How were you directed to the site in the first
instance or found it for you?

We found this particular site ourselves, we
identified opportunity and capacity in the grid. We
marked a buffer around the grid availability area
and this site was seen to be the most suitable.

Is there a limit on the number of solar farms within
alocal area?

Not strictly, each project will connect separately to
the grid and be operated separately too. The
threshold of 49.9MW is the threshold where
projects become NSIP and be dealt with by the
government and planning inspectors. The
cumulative effects of multiple projects in one area
will be considered no matter the project size.

Is there a gap between the Highfield site and this
one?

In the current design, no, we felt that staying away
from the roads to the south and east were more
important buffers and these buffers were therefore
prioritised. However if a buffer between the sites is
requested, we can look into this.

How high is the deer fence? Are there cameras
and lights?

The deer fence is up to 2.4m. There will be
infrared cameras which will point only into the site,
so there will be no outward facing cameras onto
footpaths or roads. There will be motion sensor
lighting on the substation, however this will usually
only be used in the case of emergencies — there
will be no permanent lighting.

Will your application for planning permission
include financial planning?

It is not something we will submit as part of the
application, though we are undertaking that
activity to model this as part of our internal
development processes.

How will you be able to pay the landowner for the
lifetime of the farm?

From the electricity generated and sold to the grid.

December 2023
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Summary of Comments

Exagen’s Response

What happens if your company fails financially?

This will depend on at what stage. As the project
is a ‘front heavy’ commercial undertaking, all the
money is invested when the site is built. Once
operational, the site generates money and pays
back its construction costs. There will also be a
decommissioning bond which will be in place to
decommission the site to its former condition if the
company were to fail financially.

Sheep eat everything so wildflowers will not be
possible.

The wildflower meadows will be outside of the
fenced area so the sheep will graze on the grass
mix under the panels.

What do you expect will happen to the site after
40 years? Presumably the land will no longer be
suitable for farming.

It's likely that the land will be more suitable as it
has had a chance to rest form intensive farming
without the use of pesticides. Studies have shown
that UK soils have lost 40-60% of their natural
carbon in the last 20—50 years primarily from
intensive farming. The contruction methods mean
the vast majority of infrastructure can be quickly
and easily removed at the end of the operational
period with very limited impact on the ground.

What happens at the end of the projects
operational life?

We would decommission the site, remove all
equipment and the site will return once more to
farmland.

How are solar panels recycled?

Solar panel recycling is a growing industry, they
have just built a dedicated centre in France. As
solar panels are predominantly made up of
silicone and metal and are up to 99% recyclable.

What is the anticipated lifespan of the solar farm?

The lifespan of the project is up to 40 years.

Survey Questions

The comments raised on the completed surveys are summarised in this section. For ease they are
categorised by Issue Raised and the subsequent column identifies the number of times that issue was
raised. Our response is then provided in the end column.

Issue Raised

Count | Exagen’s Response

Location and/or Size

32 The site area for the solar farm has
altered with large set back distances
from key receptors and the addition of
further vegetation buffers which have
been introduced to further screen nearby
residential properties and reduce visual
effects.

Exagen has sought to demonstrate that
the location of the Site, being so close to
the 132kv overhead line is not only
suitable but optimal for the proposed
development through the documents
submitted as part of the planning
application.

December 2023
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Summary of Comments

Exagen’s Response

Landscape/Visual Impact

23

The potential landscape and visual
impacts of the Development will be fully
assessed in the Landscape and Visual
Appraisal. This will be undertaken by an
independent Chartered Landscape
Architect (Landscape Institute). The
approach and assessment viewpoints for
the LVA have been discussed and
agreed with the Council. Given the
nature of the existing landform and
vegetation, along with the proposed
landscaping as part of the Development,
any landscape and visual effects would
be localised and not affecting any high
value or protected landscapes.

Following the public consultation some
changes have been made to the layout.
In addition, landscape screening
measures to help further reduce the
views from the surrounding properties
have been included as part of the
Development. Significant consideration
has also been given to the public right of
way through the Site in the design.

Impact on Wildlife

15

The applicant has submitted an
Ecological Impact Assessment as part of
the planning application. This report
details the surveys undertaken and any
required mitigation that is required. The
report also documents the findings of the
biodiversity net gain assessment.

Traffic/Noise/Disruption

12

A Transport Statement and Construction
Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) has
been prepared to consider and where
necessary mitigate the impacts of any
construction traffic. Routes have been
chosen to mitigate the impact on any
settlements.

The details of traffic routes and mitigation
requirements will be agreed with the
local Highways Authority and the CTMP
will be a key contract document provided
to selected contractors during
construction of the Development.

Use of agricultural land

14

The site is Grade 3b agricultural land.
Land Grades 1, 2 and 3a are defined as
being ‘Best and Most Versatile’ (BMV).
Natural England consider that the
permanent loss of more than 20 hectares
is the threshold for a “significant loss”;
given there is no BMV on Site and the
development is only temporary, there
would be no significant loss of
agricultural land.

December 2023
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Summary of Comments

Exagen’s Response

General comments of opposition

25

General comments of opposition
regarding the overall proposals.

Examples:
‘I don’t want it on my doorstep’
Solar farms can be positioned elsewhere

‘Solar_panels look ugly in the
countryside’

Supporting Comments

Net Zero and Climate Change

Several comments were made regarding
the substantial positive contribution this
project will make towards net zero. There
are ambitious government targets, such
as the British Governments National
Energy Security Strategy which sets a
target of 70GW of solar by 2035. Further
detail can be found in the Planning
Statement and Design and Access
Statement.

General Support

1"

General comments of support were
made regarding the overall proposals.

Examples:

‘We need more renewable energy, we
can’t be nimbies, there’s very little
downside and | like your stated aims on
wildlife’

‘I'm keen for energy to be generated by
solar/end/water etc rather than fossil
fuels. As a country we need to strive for
energy independence.’

‘| fully support renewable energy and it's
preferable to another housing estate too’

Home Grown Energy

Comments were made regarding the
benefit of home grown energy. This may
include creation of jobs, additional
energy security and better ethical
standards. The UK also has big
ambitions to become an exporter of
power, taking advantage of the green
energy resources we have.

Prevents Environmental Damage

The development will help prevent the
environmental damage that is caused by
deriving power from other, non
renewable energy sources.

December 2023
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3.10 Summary of Key Design Changes Following Consultation

Throughout the consultation period the following key considerations were raised and were
used to inform the final design. The table sets out the issue and how it was addressed in
the final design, and the extracts of the various design iterations are provided below the
table to illustrate the changes.

Summary Issue

Addressed through Design

visibility
Wysall

Set back and

The extend of the Development to the east of the northern parcel has been
significantly reduced — areas of land alongside Bradmore Road have had
infrastructure removed with the only aspect being a new access junction and track
leading to the solar farm. By setting back the solar panels from the road, enhancing
the existing boundary vegetation and planting new hedgerows with trees this has
substantially reduced the potential visual impact on Wysall village and the users of
Bradmore Road.

Visibility

the south

Wysall Road to

The infrastructure is omitted from the first field adjoining the road with the exception
of the extended access junction and access road. The only other infrastructure will
be buried cables and a grassed shallow attenuation basin. Further landscaping
including blocks and belts of woodland are proposed in here and on field
boundaries and further north to filter views and reduce visibility. The substation and
BESS have been deliberately located behind a block of mature woodland, again to
minimise potential visual impacts.

site

Impacts on the
public rights of
way through the

A significant number of comments were raised about the importance of maintaining
the public right of way through the site and also minimising the effect on users
when the Development is operational. A wide corridor has been applied to
Midshires Way which cross the northern parcel. This has tried to keep development
predominantly on one side or the other for most of the route with only the section in
the northwest having development in closer proximity on either side. The wide
corridor alongside proposed new hedgerows with trees will over time substantially
filter views of the Development whilst maintaining longer distance views for users of
the public right of way.

In addition the existing access for Lodge Farm, which is also a public right of way
footpath, has not been used as the access point and route, instead a new junction
is to be created slightly further south. This ensures the footpath, and occupiers of
the farm, are not impacted during construction.

There will be short term construction impacts on rights of way and measures are
set out in the submitted Construction Traffic Management Plan for the management
of rights of way during construction.

Impacts

Bunny Old Wood

The minimum offset from ancient woodland is 15 m but the final design has used a
minimum of 30 m. This ensures the woodland will be protected. Pre-application
consultation was initiated with Notthinghamshire Wildlife Trust a number of times
regarding the design considerations with the woodland but no response was ever
received.

Impacts
wildlife

Comprehensive ecology surveys have been carried out and this has informed the
final design and landscaping strategy. Key ecological features and constraints, be
that habitats or species, have been appropriately offset in the design. Significant
biodiversity net gain will be delivered and potential impacts on breeding skylark are
compensated for by including a field to be managed with sky lark plots in the
southeast of the northern parcel.

Impacts

archaeology

A geophysical survey of the site has been carried out and used to inform the final
design. Areas of potential archaeological sensitivity in the southeast of the northern
parcel and a central area of the southern parcel have had all infrastructure
removed and they will be retained as grassland or arable farmland.

Traffic Impacts

The construction access route is split between the northern parcel and the southern
parcel to avoid construction traffic passing through Wysall. It also ensures that
traffic is split between the two routes so each route is not subject to the maximum
traffic flows.

Where necessary passing places on the northern route will be installed and these
will benefit existing road users following the end of construction.

December 2023
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Initial Site Extent and Layout — 2021

Design was in advance of grid
application and so did not include any
BESS. Solar was included in almost all
areas except two fields in the north,
northwest and north of Lodge Farm and
one field in the northwest of the
southern parcel.

The Design had no consideration to the
environmental constraints including
Bunny Old Wood, public rights of way
and ecology features.

Pre Public Consultation — May 2023

Following grid  application and
confirmation of BESS this is introduced
in the southern parcel behind a block of
mature woodland to reduce potential
visibility.

Consideration of some initial site
surveys and constraints mapping
including a 15 m offset from Bunny Old
Wood in the north.

Introduction of some panels in the field
northwest of Lodge Farm but removal of
panels from a further field south of
Lodge Farm, increasing the set back
from Bradmore Road.

A small buffer applied to all public rights
of way crossing the northern parcel.

Mitigation considered in the southern
parcel to break up any potential
massing of development on the ground
as it rises slightly from south to north.

Access tracks included in the design —
considered two options for the northern
parcel

December 2023
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Final Design with Landscaping Strategy — December 2023

All site survey constraints included,
namely ecology surveys, topographic
survey, arboricultural survey, LVIA and
archaeological geophysical survey.

Wider offset from Bunny Old Wood to
the north and Midshires Way through
the northern parcel.

Removal of solar infrastructure from
high archaeological potential areas
(southeast of northern parcel and in the
central part of the southern parcel).

Inclusion of buffers from badger setts,
potential great crested newt ponds,
trees and hedges with an area in the
southeast of the northern parcel set
aside to compensate for potential
impacts on breeding skylark, by
including arable land managed with
skylark plots.

Landscaping strategy finalised
including woodland blocks and belts,
new hedgerows with trees, gapping up
and strengthening of  existing
boundaries. Mixture of grassland inside
and outside the deer fencing.

Electrically sensitive equipment located
outside of flood zones and areas of
known surface water flooding. Some
areas of solar panels (southern central
part of the northern parcel) will require
panels to be raised to be above
modelled flood depths but the majority
of the site is unaffected by this. The
submitted FRA has details on this.

A new access proposed for the northern
parcel, slightly south of the existing
lodge Farm access road, which is also
a public right of way.

BESS design includes as many
recommendations from the 2023
National Fire Chief Councils guidance
on utility scale BESS, including
appropriate access (looped routes
around all BESS infrastructure and
multiple access points into the BESS
compound), and fire water provision
and containment/ drainage in the event
of an emergency.

Cable route linking the two parcels is
included, following the public highway.

December 2023
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4 SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE ANALYSIS

114 questionnaires were completed and provided to Exagen. Survey Monkey was used for
the online surveys and a paper version was handed out to attendees of the consultation
events; an extract of the data is presented here.

Many of the open questions that are presented here have been discussed alongside
Exagen’s response in Section 3.9 above.
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5 CONCLUSION

Exagen has carried out extensive pre-application consultation with the local community.
The resultant Development is considered to be an informed and appropriate development.
The design evolution process has considered the comments made during the consultation
process in coming to its final design and layout as set out in section 3.10.

In terms of the survey questionnaires that were completed:

o 80.53% of respondents said the UK should be generating more of its own renewable
energy;

e 89.48% of respondents were concerned about climate change and of those, 60.53%
were very concerned;

o 57.02% of respondents felt, as a nation, we were not doing enough to combat
climate change;

o 13.27% of respondents felt what we were proposing was a good idea, 5.31% were
not sure and the remaining 81.42% did not.

e 10.53% of respondents supported the proposed development, 6.14% were not sure
and the remaining 83.33% of respondents opposed the proposed development.

There were positive comments submitted noting the substantial positive contribution this
project will make towards net zero and the importance of the energy generation being in
the UK, delivering on energy security.

There were concerns raised around the scale of the project, visual impact and effect on the
nearest residential properties, ecology and biodiversity impacts, effects on rights of way
users and traffic impacts. Exagen has taken into account of all comments and made
changes to the design and layout in response to these:

o The Site has been set back from the east side to reduce potential effects on Wysall
and users of Bradmore Road.

o Additional buffers have been incorporated around Bunny Old Wood and Midshires

Way National Trail and changes made to the landscaping proposals.

There are no significant ecological impacts associated with the Development.

Areas of higher archaeological potential have been avoided.

Access routes are split for each parcel with construction traffic avoiding Wysall.

With the landscaping and biodiversity enhancements incorporated in the design this

helps to not only filter and reduce visibility but also offer substantial net gain in

biodiversity.

Exagen is committed to continuing to liaise with the local community and key stakeholders
throughout the life of the project to ensure that local views continue to be taken account of
and the construction is carried out in as sensitive a way as possible. This has been
facilitated by the establishment of the project website.

The consultation and engagement that Exagen has carried out with the local community
and consultees is considered to accord with the provisions of the Localism Act and the
NPPF as well as the Council’s SCI guidance on community involvement for major planning
applications.
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Anticipated timelines

March
Land secured and
accept grid offer

d &
May
June
Project website &
—— public consultation

Commence
consultation

June \
Collation of comments |

July - October
Prepare planning application

November / December
Planning application
submission

May

Planning decision
expected

Begin planting

o~

Connection date

o subject to confirmation
of National Grid
reinforcement work

Construction begins
6 months prior to
energisation

?
€ €€ €T TS

For further information please contact:
oldwoodenergypark@exagen.co.uk or +44 (0)3300 100 545

To find out more about Exagen, this project and
the work we do, please visit our website
www.exagen.co.uk

Exagen is seeking
your input on the
design of Old Wood
Energy Park

Public Consultation
May 2023

Exagen Development Ltd is seeking
to develop a renewable energy
project in the local area. The land
available for solar energy includes
two parcels of agricultural land
extending to approximately 115ha
(hectares), located northwest

of Wysall. The battery storage
compound and point of connection
will be located in a screened

area of the southern parcel, set
back from Wysall Road. A total of
approximately 80-90ha of land will
be required for the development. We
are undertaking consultation and
environmental assessments in order
to determine the most suitable land
for development.

Access to the southern site is
proposed off Wysall Road, utilising an
existing agricultural field entrance.
Wysall Road provides connectivity

to the A60 to the west through
Costock. Access to the northern site
is anticipated to use Bradmore Road.
New or upgraded access junctions
onto the public highway will need to
be formed to provide safe access.

Construction of the development
will take approximately 6 months.
Once operational the site would be
remotely operated with visits limited
to occasional cars and vans for
maintenance only.

The solar farm will have an export
capacity of 49.9MW, which is the
equivalent to the electricity usage

of approximately 18,800 homes

in Nottinghamshire. The battery
storage facility will have a peak
power output of 88MW with a 2-hour
storage duration. A single charge of
the battery holds enough energy to
power 21,500 homes for an entire day.

49.9mMw

Solar farm export capacity
equivalent to 18,800 homes.

N 50%

An expected biodiversity net
gain of more than 50%.

85mw

Option to include

battery with capacity of
approximately 85sMW with an
export duration of 2 hours -
each cycle is the equivalent
to the daily electricity
usage of 21,500 homes.

Exagen will host in-person and an
online consultation sessions to gather
feedback from the local community.

Details and timings for these events
will be confirmed in a follow up leaflet.



xagen puts people

at the forefront

of our business.
Care and respect are
the watchwords that
are applied to all with
whom we engage.

Why renewables

> Renewables are the cheapest form of
electricity generation and the fastest
to deliver.

> Renewables are a temporary
development, land will be returned to
agriculture with higher quality and more
productive soils.

> Renewable sites create new habitats,
green infrastructure improvements and
substantial biodiversity gains. We also
commit to delivering and managing our
biodiversity solutions in their entirety
once the solar park is constructed.

> Batteries help manage peaks and
troughs in the electricity market,
reducing reliance on gas and allowing
more, cheaper renewables onto the
network.

> The transition to a low carbon grid
makes for a cleaner, cheaper and more
secure energy system for the UK.

> These projects help us to achieve our
Climate Emergency and Net Zero 2050
ambitions, important for generations
to come.

Dual land use

Solar panels only occupy around a
third of the land area leased, this
allows for ample utilsable space for
other productive purposes. It is often
possible for farmers to graze small
livestock such as sheep or operate
free-range poultry or even continue
conventional farming. We are
exploring and researching where we
can increase both food and energy
production.

Fostering biodiversity

Seeding areas around the
development with appropriate grass
mixes and wildflowers provides a
habitat for bees and other pollinators
and enhances the condition of the
topsoil. Further opportunities may
exist to strengthen existing field
boundaries, create woodland habitat
and enhance the soil quality.

Old Wood Energy Park
Land available for development

Bradmore Rd

Wysall

Costock

The proposed project will be located
near to the village of Wysall with two
access routes joining the A60.



axagen

Old Wood
Energy Park

Public consultation
May / June 2023



We are keen to inform both owners of
properties and residents of our proposals.

If this leaflet is received by the occupier

of the property and you are not the
freehold owner please can you ensure this is
shared with them.

Alternatively, please contact us on the

details provided and let us know the contact
details for the freehold owner so we can provide
them with a copy of the leaflet.

Please note that taking part

in this consultation process does not affect your
statutory rights to make representations

to the councils when the formal planning
application is submitted.

Introduction

Dear resident, we would like to
introduce Exagen and our new
project, Old Wood Energy Park. We
want to take this opportunity to
understand your views, by gathering
feedback on a new renewable energy
project in the area. It comprises of a
ground mounted solar photovoltaics
(PV) array with co-located battery
storage connected into an existing
overhead line that delivers electricity
to the area.

At Exagen, we are creating the next
generation of renewable energy
projects and grid-balancing battery
storage facilities to support the

UK’s energy future. We do this in
partnership with the local community.

The solar farm comprises of two
parcels of land to the west of the
village of Wysall, Nottinghamshire.
The first is located on land west of
Lodge Farm, south of Old Wood and
the second slightly further south
around Rough Plantation and north of
the Wysall Road.

The battery energy storage system
(BESS) and point of connection
infrastructure is located in the
southern land parcel, one field up
from the road to benefit from existing
screening. With the connections into
the pylon in the southern most field.

To make this project work for all,
we are seeking your views on this
proposal ahead of submitting a
formal planning application to
Rushcliffe Borough Council.

The red line on the map on the
following page indicates the site
boundary, this is more than we need.

Through consultation with the
community, the council, and various
environmental assessments that will
be undertaken we will look to refine
the development areas to create

a balanced project for the local
community.

We want you and your community to
be involved and stay informed, that’s
why we've created a dedicated
website exagen.co.uk/projects/old-
wood-energy-park for you to stay
updated on the project and provide
feedback.

We invite you to attend a public
exhibition on the project, delivered by
our project team, there will also be a
webinar, a recording of which will be
posted on the website.

Public exhibition drop-in sessions

Wednesday, 7t" June at 4-8pm

Wysall and Thorpe Village Hall
Main Street, Wysall
NG12 5QS

Thursday, 8t June at 4-8pm

Costock Village Hall
Main Steet, Costock
LE12 6XD

Webinar presentation

Monday, 12t June, 7-8pm
Sign up using the QR code below

bit.ly/OldWoodWebinar

Old Wood Energy Park | Exagen | 1




Site location

This map highlights the site boundary Land available
and access. Access route

Bradmore

Pendock Lane North access
connects to
the A60 via
Bradmore Road
and Pendock
Lane, there are
no settlements

Bradmore Rd

Wysall

Wysall Rd
Costock g

2]

along the route.

Project overview

The project includes two parcels

of agricultural land extending to
approximately 115ha and located
from 425m northwest of Wysall.

The land will include the solar farm
and associated infrastructure with
the BESS compound and point of
connection to the grid located in a
screened area in the southern parcel,
set back from Wysall Road.

A total of approximately 80-90ha of
land will be required for the for the
development in the final design. We
are undertaking consultation and
environment assessment in order to
determine the most suitable land for
development.

Access to the southern site is
proposed using the A60 and Wysall
Road, utilising an existing agricultural
field entrance. Access to the A60
from the northern site is anticipated
to be off Bradmore Road from the
east using the road to the farm on
the site. Vehicles will join the A60 via
the junction from Pendock Lane. New
or upgraded access junctions onto
the public highway will need to be
formed to provide safe access.

Construction of the development
will take approximately 6 months.
Once operational the site would be
remotely operated with visits limited
to occasional cars and vans for
maintenance only.

The solar farm will have an export
capacity of 499 MW, which is

the equivalent to the electricity
usage of approximately 17,500
homes in Nottinghamshire.

The battery storage facility will

have a capacity of 8sMW and will
provide 2-hour duration of electricity
export per discharge, this is the
same as powering 21,350 homes in
Nottinghamshire for the day per
charge.

(o]

The solar farm
will have an export capacity
of 49.9MW, the equivalent to
the annual electricity usage

of 17,600 UK homes.
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Why do we
need projects like this?

> Solar is one of the cheapest forms
of electricity generation and
fastest to deliver.

> Batteries can manage the
peaks and troughs on the UK
grid throughout the day, reducing
our reliance on fossil fuels for
reactive power.

> New renewable energy projects will
enable the UK to meet our Climate
Emergency and Net Zero 2050
ambitions which are important for
generations to come.

> Investment now into renewable
electricity infrastructure makes for
a cleaner, cheaper and more secure
energy system for the UK.

> The use of the site for solar energy
generation creates new habitats,
green infrastructure improvements
and substantial biodiversity gains.

You can provide feedback on
our plans using our online survey
(bit.ly/OldWoodSurvey), use

the QR code above or email

oldwoodenergypark@exagen.co.uk

4]

Why this site?

The site has been selected for a
number of reasons:

> The site benefits from available
connection to the grid network
which has become limited, with
no alternatives on brownfield
sites nearby.

> Excellent vegetation screening for
the battery storage compound and
point of connection infrastructure
across the southern site.

> Good access.
> Limited close-range receptors.

> No loss of Best and Most Versatile
agricultural land - all Grade 3b or 4.

> Site benefits from substantial
screening from mature woodland to
the north and along the perimeter
boundaries.



Why here?

This site was selected
because the land available
is one of few viables sites
within connection distance
of the 132kV overhead line
with available capacity in
the area.

A viable solar project needs
to be outside of flood

zone 3 and avoid other
designations such as green
belt and grade 2 productive
agricultural land.

Key

I:l Land available

s 132kV overhead line

I' ==== ': 2km buffer from
132kV overhead line

- Flood zone 3

- Flood zone 2
- Green belt

250m buffer from
main settlements

Grade 2
agricultural land

6|

-
S~—————

0 1 2 3 4 km

T Ty

1:50000

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey mapping © Crown
copyright 2023. All rights reserved. Licence number 100064513
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Solar farm components

The site is arable farmland bordered
by native species hedgerows with
trees or tree belts. The fields are
intensively farmed and cultivated
close to the field boundaries.

All existing high value vegetation will
be retained and enhanced as part of
the project.

> The solar panels, individually approx.
2m x Tm, would be mounted on metal
frames fitted to the ground. The
panels are fixed facing south at an
angle of between 10 to 35 degrees,
with a gap of between 3.5 to 6m
between rows. The bottom end of
the panels 0.7m above the ground,
rising to 3m at the top.

> Inverters and transformers, housed
in glass reinforced plastic/ steel
containers, painted to match
surroundings.

> Access tracks.

> Perimeter deer fencing to a height
of 2.4m (wooden post and steel
mesh).

> Motion activated CCTV cameras on
3m high poles inside the fence.

8]

Point of Connection and
battery storage compound
components

The project will connect to the
electricity distribution network using
a new substation point of connection
on the 132kV overhead power line
passing through the south land
parcel.

Two connection options are available
between the two parcels. A direct
underground cable, provided land
agreements can be secured, or in the
public highway.

The exact route of the connection
has not been confirmed but details
will be included in the planning
application when submitted.

> Battery storage containers
arranged in rows - appearance of
standard shipping containers with
a height of approximately 3m and
painted to match surroundings.

> Inverters, low voltage transformers
and high voltage switchgear.

> Perimeter security fencing
and CCTV.

> Substation at point of connection.

@

The battery storage site
will have a capacity of 86MW,
one discharge is equivalent to

the daily electricity usage of
21,350 UK homes.

[ L ]

® Hedgerow .Woodlcmd
¥ ¥ wildflowers @ rond

Site boundary

m_= Solar PV arrays
Inverters/ transformers
------ Public right of way

132kV overhead powerline
I Battery storage units
[ Battery storage inverters
Substation infrastructure

1

A

Deer fencing
Access road Q
osomeel” ...

\\)3

3

Enhance buffer strip of 30m to
compliment Bunny Old Wood edge
and additional habitats around the
site, including wildflower meadow for

New hedge and tree planting up
with native species

4

butterflies and white-letter hairstreak

2

Potential for pond enhancement

Areas of new native species
woodland will be planted to
provide screening

and or creation

We will engage with local

bee keeping groups with a view to
hosting bee hives/ apiaries on our site

Proposed access route
for north parcel option 1
(existing junction)

Proposed access route for
northern parcel option 2
(new junction)

Undeveloped land
retained for agriculture

Public right of way corridor
(12m width) to be planted
with wildflower.

Ot

Proposed access:
route for southern parcel

Reptile hibernacula and log piles
to be located over the site in
field margins

Potential to create winter bird
habitat by sowing some plots in

autumn with seed crop, left over winter
to provide seed for farmland birds

Bird and bat boxes to be installed

to existing mature trees.
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Local engagement

Exagen is committed to the local
communities in which we operate.

We engage with communities on each
project through public consultation
and try to identify local initiatives
that we can support through a
community benefit fund.

Local contractors and businesses
will be engaged as far as possible
during the construction and
operational phases, where services
offerings are not specialist. If

you would like to obtain further
information about the community
benefit fund or enquire about
providing services for this project,
please visit the project website.

(55

If you would like to

obtain further information
about a community benefit
fund please visit the project
website.

Pre-planning process

A number of surveys are being
conducted to establish any potential
effects of the development on the
site and surrounding environment.
These surveys include; ecology,
archaeology & cultural heritage,
construction access & traffic

and flood risk, noise, and glint &
glare. In addition, a landscape and
visual impact assessment will be
undertaken to identify any impacts
on key viewpoints.

We will use the findings of these
surveys, alongside the comments
received through the public
consultation process to refine the
final design of the development in
advance of the planning application
being submitted. We want to get your
comments on our proposals so they
can shape the final design. However,
members of the public will also be
provided with an opportunity to
formally comment on the proposals
direct to the local planning authority
when the planning application is
submitted.

Old Wood Energy Park | Exagen | 11



About Exagen

Exagen is a renewable energy
developer, asset owner and asset

manager, building the next generation

of utility scale solar farms and grid-
balancing battery storage facilities.
That means we are involved in
projects all the way through from
origination through planning to
construction and operation.

The Exagen Development Team
comprises of staff with more than
100 years combined experience in
development of renewable energy
projects in the UK.

Details of the project team for the
Old Wood Energy Park are below.

You can provide feedback
on our plans using our email
oldwoodenergypark@exagen.co.uk

Our partners

Proudly supporting

# Bumbleb
octopusenerqgy e U vation

8 Trust

N
;4// :'enewableUK

12

Mark Rowcroft Edward Shuttleworth
Managing Director Development Manager
Hugo Charteris Andrew Mott

Project Development

h Planning Manager
Coordinator 9 9

Sam Warne
Community
Engagement Officer
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UNpED AS®
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Exagen is committed to creating a
sustainable future and is working towards this
goal with our projects.

To find out more about Exagen, this project and
the work we do, please visit our website
www.exagen.co.uk

Old Wood Energy Park | Exagen | 13
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Old Wood Energy Park

Public Consultation Survey 2023

This survey is about
the proposed Old
Wood Energy Park.

Your feedback will help inform the
proposal. We may analyse the
question responses to help inform
us but at no point will we share
personal details.

The survey begins with some
questions about renewable energy
and then moves onto questions
about this project. We would be
grateful if you can complete as
much of it as you can - it should
only take a few minutes.

Thank you
for your time.

1. a) How concerned are you
about climate change?

a [] very [ ] Midly
[ ] Not concerned

b) do you feel as a nation we
are doing enough to combat it?

b [ ]Yes [ ] No

2. Do you think it is important
for the UK to be generating
more of its own renewable
energy?

[ ] Yes[ ] No [_] 'm not sure

3. Solar farms co-located with
battery energy storage is an
important technology to help
decarbonise the grid. Do you
think what we are proposing is
a good idea in this area?

[ ] Yes[ ] No

[ ] m not sure

axagen

energising a cleaner future

4. Which of the following
potential effects arising from
the proposal give you the
greatest concern and why?

Landscape and visual
effects

Ecological effects,
including biodiversity

Residential amenity
effects, including noise

Flood risk and drainage

Access and transport
effects

Battery safety

Doddod ot

Other (please specify)

5. Are you supportive of the
proposed Old Wood Energy
Park?

|:| Yes|:| No |:| I’'m not sure

6. Can you explain why you
answered question 5 the way
you did?

7. If you think there is a local
organisation, project or cause
which could benefit from

a community benefit fund,
please leave details here

15 Floor, Millbank Tower, 21-24 Millboank, London SW1P 4QP
www.exagen.co.uk/hollylane-energy-park
e: hollylane-energy-park@exagen.co.uk | t: 03300 100 545

8. How did you hear about the
proposal?

Letter/leaflet from Exagen

Article in the local press
Word of mouth

Project website

Local community website/
social media group

Other (please specify)

NN EEnN

9. So we understand where
feedback is coming from,
please give us the first section
of your postcode

10. Please chose one of the
following which best describes
your interest in the project

Local resident
Local business
Local Councillor
Potential supplier

Other

HNnnn

Stay informed with our project
by adding your contact details
below.

Name

Email

Number

|:| Yes, | would like to recieve
updates about this project via
email or phone call.

We are committed to
respecting your privacy and
safeguarding your personal
data https://exagen.co.uk/
privacyandcookie-policy/


http://www.exagen.co.uk/normanton-energy-reserve
mailto:normantonenergyreserve@exagen.co.uk
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Old Wood
Energy Park

Site Information

Site location and overview

The project includes two parcels of
agricultural land extending to approximately
115ha and located from 425m northwest of
Wysall. The land will include the solar farm
and associated infrastructure with the
battery storage compound and point of
connection to the grid located in a screened
area in the southern parcel, set back from
Wysall Road.

A total of approximately 80-90ha of land
will be required for the for the development
In the final design. We are undertaking
consultation and environment assessment
In order to determine the most suitable land
for development.

Project information

The solar farm will have an export capacity
of 49.9 MW, which is the equivalent to the
annual electricity usage of approximately
17,5600 homes in Nottinghamshire.

The battery storage facility will have a
capacity of 86MW and will provide 2-hour
duration of electricity export per discharge,
this is the same as powering 21,350 homes in
Nottinghamshire per charge.

Battery
containers

The solar farm will generate
electricity equivalent to the
average annual consumption of
around 17500 homes.

Photovoltaic Panels

Each panel will be approximately
2.2m X 1.Im x 5cm.

Mounting System

The mounting system comprises upright
galvanised steel posts which are
screwed or pushed into the ground and
an aluminium support frame which is
bolted together. The complete assembly
including the modules will be angled

to face south. The lower part of the
assembly will be 0.7m off the ground
while the top of the assembly will be up
to 3.Im high. The system is designed to
be ‘reversible’ leaving only small holes to
be back filled when removed upon the
completion of the project.

Inverters

Inverters are required to convert the
direct current (DC) generated by the
photovoltaic modules to grid compatible
alternating current (AC).

Substation connection

The project will connect to the
electricity distribution network using a
new substation point of connection on
the 132kV overhead power line passing
through the southern land parcel.

Fencing

We are proposing a ‘deer fence’ (wooden
post and metal mesh) up to 2.4m in
height around the solar farm. The point
of connection and battery storage
compound would have a painted palisade
fence at a height of 2.56m.

CCTV

We propose installing CCTV cameras on
the site. The cameras will be located
iInside the site and will point inwards.
Typically installed at a height of 3m

at the solar farm and 4m at the point
of connection and battery storage
compound.

The solar farm will begin to generate
electricity following commissioning

and being connected to the grid. The
photovoltaic panels will continue to
generate electricity for a project lifespan
of 40 years after which all infrastructure
would be decommissioned and removed
from the site. Battery storage will be
available to import and export electricity
for the same 40 year period.

The site will be monitored remotely and
will not require any permanent staff

to be located on site. The proposed
development requires low maintenance
and as such there will be infrequent visits
to service the installation.

To ensure agricultural practices continue
the grass in and around the solar array will
be grazed by sheep and the soils taken
out of intensive agricultural practice

and allow to rest and naturally improve.
Proposals for substantial biodiversity net
gain will also be included through habitat
enhancement and creation, primarily

by removing the land from intensive
agriculture and replacing it with species
rich grassland and creating new wildflower
areas and woodland.

Construction access

Access is proposed from two junctions
on the A60. The first using Wysall Road,
utilising an existing agricultural field
entrance for the southern parcel.

The second access junction is to be
confirmed but will use Pendock Lane and
Bradmore Road. Both access routes have
been chosen to avoid Wysall village. New
or upgraded access junctions onto the
public highway will need to be formed to
provide safe access.

Site preparation

This will involve the preparation of the
site to receive the delivery of equipment.
This may involve the construction of

a temporary access track and will

iInvolve the preparation of areas for the
storage of equipment and the housing of
temporary pre-fabricated site offices.

Layout & construction

Construction will take approximately 6
months. The locations for the uprights
will be identified using GPS to ensure
accuracy. Uprights will be screwed or
pushed into ground to avoid the use of
concrete foundations. The mounting
framework will then be assembled by
hand. The solar PV panels also fixed to
frame, again by hand. Shallow trenches
will be excavated between the panels,
the inverters and the substation position.
Cables will be laid in the trenches and
back filled.

Restoration

All areas subject to temporary works
including some access tracks and other
temporary infrastructure, would be re-
iInstated to a condition in keeping with
the quality of the areas before works
commenced. All construction waste
(largely comprising packaging) will be
disposed of in accordance with local
regulations.

Local contractors

Local contractors will be used as far as
possible in the construction process.

Wildflowers planted to improve habitat
for pollinators, including under the
overhead lines and along public right of
way.

Bird and bat boxes will be installed

In areas of mature trees across the
site, exact locations informed by our
ecological consultant.

Switching intensive arable farmland

for species rich grassland around the
panels to be grazed by sheep, retaining
agricultural purpose alongside renewable
energy

Existing hedgerows will be

enhanced where necessary, including
gapping up and strengthening certain
locations using native species. This will
ensure greater connectivity through
green corridors.

Reptile hibernacula and log piles to be
located over the site in field margins.

Enhanced buffer strip of 30m to
compliment Bunny Old Wood ancient
woodland and additional tree planting
around the site.

«agen
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