
Andrew Mott
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23rd April 2024

Dear Andrew,

Biodiversity Net Gain Updates – Old Wood Energy Park, Wysall

In response to comments made by Paul Phillips of Rushcliffe Borough Council on 26th March 2024 in relation to
application ref: 24/00161/FUL, I have re-examined the Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) calculations originally undertaken for
the above site in order to confirm that no net loss is being undertaken within watercourse units.

Kingston Brook

The original BNG calculations are shown in Figure 1 overleaf, with watercourses showing a loss of -0.06 units, equating to
-2.35%. This was due to a small, prefabricated bridge (~7m in width) being installed over Kingston Brook which crosses
through the southern parcel of the site. This was therefore recorded as an overall loss of watercourse units within the
metric.

One of the elements of the BNG Metric specific to watercourses relates to the level of human induced ‘encroachment’
into the watercourse and the riparian zone alongside it. All ditches and streams within this version of the metric were
erroneously recorded at baseline as having no encroachment either within the watercourses themselves or along the
riparian zone.

After re-examining the calculations, I can confirm that the baseline watercourse units given to the above site (2.69 units)
were incorrect. Section 10.4.1 of the User Guide states:

Riparian zone encroachment describes any feature or intervention within the riparian habitat zone that reduces the
quantity, quality or ecological function of the riparian habitat. Examples include existing buildings or hardstanding,
established footpaths, management interventions (such as agriculture), or structures that prevent wildlife from accessing
the riverbank.

In this instance then, grazing up to the edge of the banks along Kingston Brook constitutes agricultural encroachment of
the riparian zone. As can be seen from site photos (Figure 2), there are no fences along the watercourse, with sheep able
to graze up to the edge of the watercourse, in some instances causing poaching. According to Table 10-4 within the Use
Guide, Major Riparian Zone encroachment for rivers and canals is described as:

Any encroachment 0m to 4m from bank top OR where encroachment occupies greater than 25% of the total riparian zone
area.

In this instance, the correct conclusion is that Kingston Brook is experiencing sheep grazing, sometimes to an excessive
level, within 4m of the bank top and also along the entire length of the riparian zone within the site boundary, which
constitutes Major Riparian Zone encroachment on both banks.

Ditches





Figure 1: BNG Headline Results included within Ecological Impact Assessment v2.0 (Clarkson and Woods, 07/12/2023)

Figure 2: Grazing along the length of Kingston Brook, causing
poaching in some areas

Figure 3: Field 13 under agricultural management to the west of
the wet ditch

Figure 4: BNG Headline Results included within Ecological Impact Assessment v4.0 (Clarkson and Woods, 23 /04/ 2024)


