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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

The approved development site at Melton Road, Edwalton exceeds 100 hectares
in total, and consists primarily of intensively farmed arable land with limited
wildlife habitat potential, situated adjacent to the urban edge of Edwalton and
West Bridgford. It is defined to the south by the A52 together with the Wheatcroft
Garden Centre and associated Business Park.

1.2

Features of biodiversity interest include Sharphill Wood, a Site of Importance for
Nature Conservation (SINC) and proposed Local Nature Reserve (LNR), as well
as hedgerows, hedgerow trees and associated areas of species poor semi –
improved grassland around the site of the former Lodge Farm, now rebuilt as a
large domestic dwelling. Protected and BAP species including badger, great
crested newt and bats, together with Yellow Hammer and Skylark are found on
and around the site.

1.3

The importance of Sharphill Wood has been recognised from the outset and as
part of the emerging Masterplan a 35 ha Community Park is to be created in
order to protect Sharphill Wood and its setting. In addition, other features of
value such as the Lodge Farm hedgerows and hedgerow trees are to be retained
and protected as the basis of a network of green corridors to be utilised for public
access and sustainable drainage. In total over 50% of the application site is
allocated for “Green Infrastructure”, (GI) a figure which meets the latest
Government expectations for sustainable design.

1.4

The design of the Community Park and other areas of GI throughout the site
embraces the latest government objectives for the provision of “Green
Infrastructure”, (GI) designed to ensure that the residents of both the existing and
proposed communities have easy convenient access to a healthy natural
environment.

PPS12, Creating Strong Safe and Prosperous Communities

through Local Spatial Planning, establishes the requirements for the GI.

1.5

Natural England, the government’s regulatory agency responsible for biodiversity
and GI, established nine key principles in their 2009 Policy Statement, stating that
GI must :
·

Be delivered via a co-ordinated network that provides the broadest
range of ecosystem services and environmentally based social
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benefits. These include embedding wildlife, rich and varied habitat in
urban

and

rural

areas,

providing

recreational

spaces

(with

consequent health benefits), supporting education and providing
climate change adaptation measures;
·

Emphasise the ‘multifunctionality’ of the green network as a whole
and, as appropriate, of individual sites;

·

Be delivered by co-ordinated planning, delivery and management
across local authority departments and boundaries and across
different sectors;

·

Seek physical and functional connectivity between sites at all levels
and right across a town, city or sub-region, shaped by local character
and distinctiveness in terms of species, habitats, landscape and
townscape;

·

Incorporate all the green spaces of a town or city, both public spaces
and private gardens, and connect with the wider countryside;

·

Involve local communities in the design and management of
greenspace;

·

Be delivered primarily through focussed GI strategies and the spatial
planning

system

of

Regional

Spatial

Strategies

and

Local

Development Frameworks;
·

Provide a strategic framework for identifying and protecting those
brownfield sites that represent important habitats or very valuable
social spaces, and

·

Be established as a permanent resource with financial support for its
continued maintenance and adaptation.

1.6

This approach has now been reinforced with the publication in March 2010 of
“Nature Nearby”, Natural England’s updated Accessible Natural Greenspace
Guidance. The foreword states :

We need nature nearby. We know that greener places are better places to
live – more relaxing, more enjoyable to come home to after a hard day at
school or work, kinder to our souls, and more likely to make us want to look
after and protect them.

Evidence shows that nature’s good for our health. Natural green places
provide natural solutions to many 21st century diseases – obesity and
inactivity; heart disease and strokes; depression and mental illness. In
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difficult times, they provide cost effective treatment and improve people’s
lives.

Green spaces are also our insurance policy against the impacts of climate
change. Trees, green roofs and public parks can make urban areas cooler.
They help reduce the impacts of flooding, keeping homes and businesses
dry. That’s carbon free air conditioning and natural flood protection for
millions of people. Nature’s technology makes good economic sense too.

Nearby Nature – good for people, good for wildlife, good for the
environment.

1.7

Sharphill Community Park provides a tremendous opportunity to meet all these
objectives

with

an

inspirational

Green

Infrastructure

framework

which

encompasses and subdivides the new distinctive urban neighbourhoods.
Essential key components include :
·

The provision of the community park enveloping Sharphill Wood to
reduce recreation pressure within the woodland and enhance the
biodiversity of habitats immediately surrounding the woodland,

·

The implementation of a new woodland edge around Sharphill Wood
which will enhance the existing conservation value of the woodland
and provide buffer zones between area of informal recreation and
areas of quite recreation,

·

The provision of extensive areas of grassland habitats to improve
foraging for the local badger population and provide alternative nest
site for local population of breeding birds,

·

Re-stocking hedgerows to the west of Sharphill Wood to provide
linkages for wildlife to the wider environment,

·

The implementation of a BMX bicycle track in the north eastern area
of the community park to reduce the current usage of Sharphill Wood
for such purposes,

·

The provision of a well connected recreational resource for the urban
population, affording easy access to the wider countryside beyond,

·

The promotion of educational and leisure uses through the
collaboration and involvement of schools and local conservation
group,

·

Retention of the existing network of hedgerows as the basis for GI
route throughout the built environment,
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·

The use of creative conservation techniques throughout the project,
including gardens and, where appropriate, buildings, with integrated
habitats,

·

The creation of accessible multi-purpose greenways throughout the
urban realm, with 2ha of greenspace being available within 300
metres,

With this comprehensive GI approach embodied in the approved
Masterplan, Sharphill Community Park can become an exemplar project for
the principles and benefits of “Nature Nearby”.
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2.0

SHARPHILL COMMUNITY PARK

2.1

This Green Infrastructure Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP) has been
prepared and updated following the granting of planning permission for the
proposed development. The revised management plan takes into account minor
changes in the approved masterplan with the primary aim of securing optimum
long term biodiversity benefits. The original management plan was produced in
consultation the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust.

The minor revisions to the

following document reflect amendments to the masterplan which Rushcliffe
Borough Council required to meet local requirements.

2.2

It is intended that a Steering Group comprising appropriate conservation bodies
and existing new residents (such as Friends of Sharphill Wood) be consulted
about the BMP and given the opportunity to implement specific elements of work.
The bulk of the work will be carried out either by a dedicated management
company or by Rushcliffe Borough Council. The final details of the management
arrangements are the subject of further discussions.

2.3

The Framework Habitat Creation Proposals (Figure 1) illustrates the Green
Infrastructure (GI) measures.

Creative conservation techniques will be used

throughout to maximise the potential for habitat creation. Detailed discussions
have taken place with the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust and GI Framework
Habitat Creation Proposals were agreed in principle prior to the granting of
planning permission. The primary changes since the grant of consent comprise
the introduction of a BMX track and allotments in the north eastern area of the
Community Park .These features were specifically requested by Rushcliffe
Borough Council in order to address identified needs. By concentrating these
‘active’ uses adjacent to the expanded sports pitches at Rushcliffe School
disruption to the rest of the Community Park will be minimised.

2.4

Specific habitat opportunities for bat, badger, great crested newt and birds such
as skylark and yellow hammer will be provided. Existing features of value such
as hedgerows and mature trees are to be retained and enhanced as the basis of
the GI framework.

2.5

A similar creative approach will be pursued throughout the built development.
Green roofs and building integrated habitats such as bird boxes and bat tubes
will be incorporated on appropriate buildings such as, the employment
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development and the Primary School / Local Centre buildings.

Wildlife

gardening techniques will be promoted across the residential component of the
scheme, with initial garden planting utilising native species of trees, climbing
plants and shrubs.

The Wildlife Trusts Guides to “Wildlife Gardening” and

“Attracting Wildlife to your Garden” will be distributed to every dwelling, and the
Steering Group will target this approach in their consultation and education work.
New residents will be encouraged to join the Friends of Sharphill Wood.

2.6

A careful balance will need to be reached regarding the competing requirements
of wildlife and the public who will utilise the GI framework for recreational
purposes. To that end, specific zones within the Community Park and GI will be
designed to discourage public access in order to protect, for example, ground
nesting birds and badger setts from disturbance. Ongoing public information and
education will be an important element of this approach, provided by way of
public liaison with the Primary School. The overall objective is to make the entire
Sharphill development wildlife friendly.

2.7

The phasing of the Community Park and other GI has been carefully designed to
ensure that works can be implemented to fully accord with the prescribed
biodiversity objectives.

2.8

Implementation of the Community Park and the ecological mitigation measures
will be initiated immediately upon discharge of the planning conditions. Where
feasible habitat creation will begin in the first available planting season in order to
get it established as soon as possible. To aid the successful establishment of the
ecological mitigation proposals, public access to the Community Park would be
restricted during the initial phases.

2.9

Whilst it will not be practically possible to complete the all of the Community Park
before any development takes place the majority of it will be implemented during
phases 1A and 1B and open to public use at phase 2A.

2.10

Key elements of the Community Park and GI provision are outlined within the
phasing schedule overpage and phasing plan provided at Appendix 3. It also
indicates the essential road infrastructure, balancing ponds and associated
earthworks which will need to come ahead of some of the landscape proposals.
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EDWALTON NOTTINGHAM – PHASING OF COMMUNITY PARK AND GI
PHASE

&

COMMUNITY PARK

OTHER GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Preparatory earthworks - Localised regrading of topsoil.
Deep ploughing to reduce topsoil nutrients levels in
native species rich grassland and wildflower meadow

Balancing ponds adjacent to the A606 and
west of Edwalton Lodge Close. Wetland
habitat to be created following completion of
A606 access and associated earthworks
Native structural planting alongside Melton
Road, adjacent properties and the A52

APPROX
TIMESCALE
PHASE1
YEAR 2011

1A

1B

PHASE 2
YEAR 2012

2A

2B

Native structural planting along the Community Park
northern perimeter
Badger mitigation – install artificial setts and
enhancement of foraging areas
Commence buffer planting and fencing to Sharphill
Wood SINC
Wetland pond creation on Spinney Hill
Following completion of preparatory earthworks lay out
Community Park species rich grassland and wildflower
meadow
Complete woodland buffer planting and fencing to
Sharphill Wood
Following completion of preparatory earthworks
commence temporary fencing, scrub and hedgerow
planting within fields adjacent to Sharphill Wood and
Spinney Hill.
Following completion of the spine road and associated
earthworks – commence scrub, hedgerow planting and
species rich grass verge and swale
Complete temporary fencing scrub and hedgerow
planting within fields adjacent to Sharphill Wood and
Spinney Hill
Complete scrub, hedgerow planting and species rich
grass verge and swale along Spine road
Construct footpath/cycleway along Community Park
eastern boundary and connecting to the A52
underpass. Install benches along footpath/cycleway
Construct Community Park car park
Preparatory earthworks for Sports Pitches - Localised
cutting/embankments & regarding of topsoil
Lay out of allotments – install security fencing
Lay out bike park (subject to public consultation)

PHASE 3

Following completion of preparatory earthworks lay out
Sports pitches and install perimeter fencing

YEAR 2014/15
3A
Sports Pitches open to public use

3B

PHASE 4
YEAR 2017/18
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Balancing ponds adjacent to Wheatcroft
roundabout and the A52. Wetland habitat to
be created following completion of earthworks
Native structural planting alongside the A52

Planting adjacent to the A606 underpass
following completion of earthworks

Complete Greenway corridors following
earthworks and construction associated with
adjacent residential development
Complete Greenway corridors following
earthworks and construction associated with
adjacent residential development
Implement play area - NEAP 1
Hibernacula hedgerow & wetland habitat
creation adjacent to the railway line & A52 in
accordance with CG Newt mitigation strategy
Complete Greenway corridors following
earthworks and construction associated with
adjacent residential development
Implement play area - LEAP
Complete Greenway corridors following
earthworks and construction associated with
adjacent residential development
Implement play area - NEAP 2
Complete Greenway corridors following
earthworks and construction associated with
adjacent residential development
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FACTORS INFLUENCING MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS
Great Crested Newts
2.11

The site is currently predominantly sub – optimal for Great Crested Newts
(GCN). The ponds west of Melton Road are dry, and no newts were found in this
area. There are no ponds on the area to the east of Melton Road which is
proposed for development, but there are ponds within existing domestic gardens
immediately to the north and ponds to the east of the site in the Edwalton Golf
Course.

Furthermore two GCN’s were found foraging along the eastern

boundary adjacent the disused railway.

2.12

A full mitigation strategy is set out at Appendix 1. In summary this proposes
enhancing and creating new habitats for GCN’s including ponds, hibernacula
hedgerows, species rich grassland and broadleaf native woodland and scrub. All
balancing facilities are to be enhanced for the benefit of GCN’s.

2.13

A dedicated GCN area is proposed along the southern and eastern boundary of
the development area to the east of Melton Road. Public access to this reserve
area will be restricted.

Bats
2.14

Transect surveys identified bats foraging along the northern and eastern
boundary, along the disused railway and in the vicinity of Sharphill Wood. No bat
roosts were found in any of the buildings to be lost or in any of the mature trees.

2.15

As part of the GI proposals the existing hedgerow network is to be retained and
enhanced with additional tree and shrub planting. All lighting will be designed in
accordance with the Institute of Lighting Engineers guidance to minimise light
spill and consequential pollution.

Careful planting and management of

hedgerows, trees and woodland areas together with a sensitive lighting plan will
maintain and enhance bat commuting routes and foraging opportunities.

2.16

A full mitigation strategy is included at Appendix 1.

Badgers
2.17

Badger are present in the vicinity of the Sharphill, although only one outlier and
two subsidiary setts are actually present on site. There are no badger setts east
of Melton Road.
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2.18

Foraging habitats are currently predominantly poor, consisting largely of
intensively farmed arable land, although the species poor semi – improved
grassland comprising the former Lodge Farm is of value. One badger clan living
in domestic gardens on Edwalton Lodge Close are actively fed by residents.
Sharphill Wood, Spinney Hill track (Old Coach Road) and Wilford Hill Cemetery
provide other areas of better quality foraging.

2.19

The GI framework will maintain access corridors across the development area for
badger following existing and proposed greenway routes along hedgerows. The
35 ha Community Park will convert large areas currently farmed intensively for
arable purposes into species rich permanent grassland. The creation of this
grassland will compensate for the loss of foraging in the species poor semiimproved grassland.

2.20

In overall terms, whilst much of the Lodge Farm grassland is lost, there will be a
significant increase in total grassland areas available for badger foraging.

A

community orchard is also proposed to provide an additional food source.
Following discussions with the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust, it was agreed to
provide three artificial badger setts in the northern sectors of the site. These will
compensate for the potential loss of outlier setts and allow expansion of the
clans throughout their natural range. The full mitigation strategy can be found at
Appendix 1.

Sharphill Wood SINC
2.21

Sharphill Wood is owned by Rushcliffe Borough Council.

Historically, in the

absence of a structured management plan, it has suffered from a degree of
neglect and casual abuse.

A management plan has now been introduced,

administered by the Wildlife Trust and the Friends of Sharphill Wood (Appendix
2). Proposals include fencing the existing woodland boundary to control public
access, and to plant a substantial woodland / woodland edge buffer zone
extending the future woodland area beyond its current limits. As a component of
the BMP it is proposed that £60,000 will be paid to Rushcliffe Borough Council
and made available to the Friends and NWT to implement some of the
management and interpretation works within Sharphill Wood. The rest of the
BMP works, including the fencing of Sharphill Wood, would be funded
separately.
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2.22

It is anticipated that Sharphill Wood will be designated as a Local Nature
Reserve subject to approval from RBC.

Birds
2.23

The majority of breeding and wintering birds are associated with Sharphill Wood
and the hedgerows around the perimeter of the site, all of which are to be
retained.

Significant new areas of broadleaved woodland, woodland edge

planting, hedgerows and species rich grassland are to be created. A substantial
area of domestic gardens will also result from the development, with attendant
beneficial habitat potential for birds.

2.24

As part of this BMP a more detailed and refined Implementation Plan has been
prepared for the habitat enhancements within the Community Park (Figure 2).
This will be subject to regular review in response to feedback from the Steering
Group.

Ecological Influences
2.25

Below is a list of species (SAP) and UK BAP habitats (HAP) present on and
immediately adjacent to the site. Species protected by statute under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 or
the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010.

UK
·
·
·
·

HAP
Arable field margins
Hedgerows
Lowland
mixed
deciduous
woodland
Ponds

UK SAP
·
Great crested newt
·
Noctule
·
Long eared bat species
·
Myotis bat species
·
Bullfinch
·
House Sparrow
·
Linnet
·
Reedbunting
·
Skylark
·
Songthrush
·
Starling
·
Yellowhammer
S/1501/Ecology 10/ Bio Diversity Management Plan
Green Infrastructure Biodiversity Management (REVA)
October 2010

Local HAP
· Arable and horticulture
· Improved grassland
· Hedgerows

Local SAP
· Pipistrelle bat
· Myotis spp.
· Noctule
· Long eared bat
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·

Yellow wagtail

Natural Trends
2.26

If the proposed development site was left unmanaged, natural successional
processes would result in the eventual establishment of a variety of naturally
occurring habitats such as ephemeral ruderal habitats on bare ground, grassland,
scrub and eventually over time, self set woodland. Some management will be
necessary if a diverse range of habitats is to be maintained.
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3.0

OBJECTIVES

Ideal Long–term Ecological Management Objectives
3.1

The main objectives for the site are based on the requirement to maintain and
enhance the nature conservation value of the retained habitats, adequately
mitigating for the loss of LBAP habitats and species foraging areas whilst
contributing to objectives of Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Plan.

3.2

Created and enhanced habitat will provide improved features for wildlife within the
area and act to buffer any potential impacts on the Sharphill Wood SINC.
Sympathetic management will aim to encourage the natural colonisation of the
buffer areas by species from within the SINC/surrounding habitats and contribute
to the expansion of ecologically valuable habitat in the long-term.

Objective 1:
3.3

Maintain and enhance the existing nature conservation value of retained
features including broad-leaved woodland, hedgerows, hedgerow trees,
water bodies, associated habitats and species.

Objective 2:
3.4

Create new habitats to compensate for loss of and impacts to existing
habitats, enhance biodiversity of the local area and maximise value through
appropriate management ensuring significant green links are maintained
and created.

Objective 3:
3.5

Balance recreational use of the site with wildlife interests within and
adjacent to the site, particularly in relation to the potential impacts on the
Sharphill Wood SINC and appropriate management of the designated
buffer areas.
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4.0

HABITATS TO BE RETAINED, PROTECTED AND ENHANCED

Objective 1
Maintain and enhance the existing nature conservation value of retained
features including broad-leaved woodland, hedgerows, hedgerow trees
waterbodies, associated habitats and species.

4.1

Where feasible habitats have been retained and will be enhanced through
management.

Sharphill Wood SINC
4.2

Sharphill Wood is to be retained and enhanced for the benefit of local wildlife and
people. A native woodland tree belt with a woodland understorey mix is to be
planted around the woodland to act as a buffer between the woodland and
proposed development and also to increase the biodiversity of habitats within the
Community Park (Figure 2). The 2008 – 2012 Management Plan prepared by
the Friends of Sharphill Wood include thinning of mature sycamore Acer
pseudoplatanus and sycamore saplings, coppicing areas of wych elm Ulmus
glabra, elder Sambucus nigra and hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, laying and
gapping up of perimeter hedgerows, defining footpaths and bridleways and the
installation of information boards throughout the woodland. Surveys will also be
carried out to monitor the woodland and obtain baseline data on invertebrates,
mammals, flora and birds. A timber post and rail fence will be used to define the
existing woodland edge and to prevent casual trespass.

4.3

Following discussions with the Friends of Sharphill Wood agreement will be
sought to provide further enhancements within the curtilage of Sharphill Wood.
Such mitigation will include creating crevices suitable to be used as bat roost
sites in dead trees located in areas away from footpaths.

Hedgerows and Trees
4.4

The vast majority of hedgerows and trees are to be retained across the site.
During construction all retained hedgerows will be protected by high visibility
fencing erected approximately 2m from the outside edge of the hedgerow. All
trees will be protected by fencing erected according to their calculated root
protection area (RPA). An ecological clerk of works will be required to visit the
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site on a regular basis to check that protective fencing is in place and that no
works are encroaching into these areas.

4.5

Hedgerows are to be gapped up using locally sourced native woody species
including field maple Acer campestre, hazel Corylus avellana, hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna, blackthorn Prunus spinosa and dog rose Rosa canina.
Where possible a percentage of hedgerows will be laid. Others will be managed
in rotation, cutting only one side annually to ensure that there is a continuous
supply of fruit during the winter months for species such as redwing, song thrush
and starling.

4.6

Trees and scrub are to be retained where possible to maintain connectivity and
increase the diversity of the site by providing potential roosting sites and habitat
niches for fauna such as bats and birds. Mature trees will be left unmanaged
unless otherwise dictated for reasons of public safety. If some limb removal or
complete removal is required then the cut limbs will be stacked as dead wood
piles, adjacent to hedgerows or woodland edges, except for any elm Ulmus sp,
which will be removed from the site to discourage development of Dutch elm
disease.

Ponds
4.7

The ponds (currently dry) in the northern part of the site will also be enhanced,
being deepened to a maximum of 1.5m with shallow marshy shelves created at
the periphery. Gradients will vary from 15º – 35º with small embayments. This
will create differing conditions of light and temperature and thus maximise
diversification in the flora and associated fauna. Water depth will range from 5cm
to 150cm, ensuring that in Winter an area of unfrozen water is retained whilst in
summer warm shallows for the developing larvae of aquatic invertebrates and
amphibians are created. Once confirmed that the ponds are retaining water
native species aquatic and marginal vegetation will be introduced.

4.8

Natural colonisation of the margins will be augmented by additional planting of
appropriate species of local provenance (within 20km or so of the pond). Species
will be chosen to create a diverse and complex structure, with low-growing
grasses such as floating sweet-grass Glyceria fluitans, wetland herbs and rushes
including purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria and soft-rush Juncus effusus
planted around the edges and tall emergent e.g. greater pond sedge Carex
riparia and floating-leaved plants such as white water-lily Nymphaea alba within
the deeper areas of water. The ponds can be made more visually attractive
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through the planting of selected species including marsh marigold Caltha
palustris, water dock Rumex hydrolapathum and common water plantain Alisma
plantago aquatica.
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5.0

HABITATS TO BE CREATED

Objective 2:
Create new habitats to compensate for loss of and impacts to existing
habitats, enhance biodiversity of the local area and maximise value through
appropriate management ensuring significant green links are maintained
and created.

Green Infrastructure (GI) Corridors
5.1

A number of green corridors are to be created within and around the
development. In those which do not require paved cycle routes, hardwearing
grass species which are to be mown regularly are to be used. These species will
include ;

Agrostis capillaris

Common bent

10%

Festuca rubra

Red fescue

50%

Lolium perenne

Perennial rye-grass

20%

Poa pratensis

Smooth meadow-grass

20%

Native Species Rich Grassland
5.2

The majority of the existing arable fields will be converted into species rich
neutral grassland. The bulk of the grassland will be sown with a species rich
seed mix (MG5) reflecting species present in the area. Where feasible green hay
will be used, sourced from local similar grassland sites.

Where this is not

possible, a suitable mix of local provenance should be sourced from a reputable
wildflower supplier, using either an appropriate off-the-shelf mix or a specifically
designed mix for this site. Species used will include plants that are attractive to
invertebrates within the local area.

Wildflowers
Achillea millefolium

Yarrow

1.5%

Agrimonia eupatorium

Agrimony

1%

Centaurea nigra

Black knapweed

1.5%

Filipendula ulmaria

Meadowsweet

1.5%

Galium verum

Lady’s bedstraw

1.5%

Leontodon hispidus

Rough hawkbit

1%

Leucanthemum vulgare

Ox-eye daisy

1.5%

Lotus corniculatus

Common bird’s-foot trefoil

0.5%
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Plantago lanceolata

Ribwort plantain

2%

Prunella vulgaris

Self heal

1.5%

Ranunculus acris

Meadow buttercup

1.5%

Ranunculus bulbosus

Bulbous buttercup

1.5%

Rhinanthus minor

Yellow rattle

1%

Sanguisorba minor

salad burnet

0.5%

Anthoxanthum odoratum

Sweet vernal grass

2%

Agrostis capillaris

Common bent

14%

Cynosurus cristatus

Crested dog’s tail

24%

Festuca rubra

Red fescue

36%

Trisetum flavescens

Yellow oat-grass

6%

Grasses

5.3

It is anticipated that additional species will colonise naturally which will also
increase the diversity of the sward.

Summer Grassland/Wildflower Meadow
5.4

A summer meadow is to be sown in association with the community orchard.
These areas will be deep ploughed in order to reduce the nutrients which have
been applied during agricultural processes. The wild flower species should be
sown with a nurse crop of grass (For species see below) in a 20%:80% mixture.
Wildflower species should include;

Agrostemma githago

Corncockle

Anthemis arvensis

Corn Camomile

Centaurea cyanus

Cornflower

Centaurea nigra

Black knapweed

Chrysanthemum segetum

Corn marigold

Geranium pratense

Meadow Cranesbill

Knautia arvensis

Field scabious

Hypericum perforatum

Perforate St John’s wort

Leucanthemum vulgare

Ox-eye daisy

Lotus corniculatus

Common bird’s-foot trefoil

Papaver rhoeas

Corn poppy

Plantago lanceolata

Ribwort plantain

Silene alba

White campion

Vicia sativa

Common vetch
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The nurse crop of grass species should include;

Festuca rubra

Red fescue

Festuca longifolia

Hard fescue

Cynosurus cristatus

Crested dog’s-tail

Agrostis capillaris

Common bent

Poa trivialis L

Rough Stalked Meadowgrass

Poa pratensis

Smooth Stalked Meadowgrass

Wet grassland
5.5

The areas of grassland associated with the balancing ponds will experience
occasional inundation. Specific areas within each balancing pond will be over
deepened in order to maintain permanent wetland areas. These areas will be
seeded with a wet grassland seed mix to provide mesotrophic conditions.
Species included in this mix are:

Achilliea millefolium

Yarrow

4%

Centaurea nigra

Common knapweed

10%

Filipendula ulmaria

Meadowsweet

5%

Lathyrus pratensis

Meadow pea

1%

Leontodon hispidus

Greater hawkbit

1%

Leucanthemum vulgare

Ox eye daisy

12%

Lotus pedunculatus

Marsh birdsfoot trefoil

2%

Lychnis flos-cuculi

Ragged robin

3%

Plantago lanceolata

Ribwort plantain

12%

Prunella vugaris

Self heal

12%

Ranunculus acris

Meadow buttercup

12%

Rhinanthus minor

Hay rattle

7%

Rumex acetosa

Common sorrel

12%

Agrostis castellana

Highland bent

5%

Cynosurus cristatus

Crested dogtail

15%

Festuca ovina

Sheeps fescue

20%

Festuca rubra. litoralis

Slender red fescue

20%

Festuca rubra

Red fescue

20%

Poa pratensis

Smooth stalked meadow grass 20%

Grasses
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5.6

All seed mixes will be sown during the spring or autumn, after which they will be
subject to varied cutting regimes. The first cut will take place once the grass has
reached a height of 100mm, then mow 2-3 times in the first year. Pernicious
weeds will be spot-treated with herbicide as necessary. Once grassland has
established selected areas will be subjected to different cutting regimes on a
rotational basis. This will include: a twice annual cut in early spring and summer
and a once annual cut during the early spring or late summer. This will ensure
that a continuous supply of nectar and seeds for local fauna across the site and
help maintain floristic diversity. The different sward lengths will provide habitat
diversity of interest to a range of local fauna including invertebrates, butterflies
and small mammals. Selected areas including public paths will be cut on a more
regular basis (three to four times a year). All arisings will be left in-situ for 48
hours following cutting, to allow appropriate time for seeds to fall and any
invertebrates to move back into the sward.

Following this arisings will be

removed to prevent soil enrichment. Arisings can be used to create compost
piles in suitable locations, which will provide hibernacula and breeding habitat
suitable for reptiles and amphibians. Marginal areas adjacent to woodland
edges, and ponds should be cut once on alternate years and allowed to develop
ruderal species for further species and habitat diversity. Scrub encroachment
should be monitored on a regular basis and removed as necessary.

Pond creation
5.7

Five ponds are to be created, one in the west and four within the GCN reserve
area. These will be of varying size, depth and shape, but will each have surface
area of approximately 150m2 with scalloped edges and shallow marshy shelves
at the periphery.

5.8

There will also be variation in the substrate used to line the pond. Some areas
will be lined with topsoil and planted, whilst others will be lined with a different,
nutrient poor form of substrate from the site. This will mean that the ponds will be
colonised at different rates, providing a more varied mosaic of available habitats,
thereby improving the potential species diversity of the area.

5.9

The areas of the newt ponds to be planted will be located in the marginal areas
and open water and will include:

Callitriche stagnalis

Common water starwort

Myriophyllum spicatum

Spiked water-milfoil
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5.10

Glyceria fluitans

Floating-grass

Caltha palustris

Marsh-marigold

Juncus effusus

Soft rush

Lythrum salicaria

Purple loostrife

Mentha aquatica

Water mint

Myosotis palustris

Water forget-me-not

Ranunculus aquatilus

Water Crowfoot

Veronica beccabunga

Brooklime

Periodic dredging will need to take place in order to ensure this variation in
habitats continues over time, the frequency of which will depend on the
information gathered during monitoring.

Marginal vegetation should be

monitored to ensure that it does not engulf the open water. At least 50% of the
water will be managed as open and free from marginal vegetation. If clearance
is required only one-third or less of marginal areas should be cleared annually on
a rotational basis during autumn. Arisings should be left next to the open water
for at least 48 hours to allow invertebrates to return, then removed to a
designated composting site.

5.11

A denser and taller area of vegetation will be planted around the peripheries of
the ponds to provide additional habitats for invertebrates and terrestrial habitats
for GCN. Species used in the marginal planting will include:

Carex obtrubae

False Fox Sedge

Carex ovalifolium

Oval Sedge

Eleocharis palustris

Common Spike Rush

Epilobium hirsutum

Greater Willowherb

Iris pseudocorus

Yellow Flag Iris

Juncus effusus

Soft Rush

Juncus inflexus

Hard Rush

Lychnis flos-cuculi

Ragged Robin

Lycopus europaeus

Gipsywort

Lythrum salicaria

Purple loosestrife

Phalaris arundinacea

Reed Canary Grass

Reedbed/Balancing Facilities
5.12

The seven balancing facilities within the eastern extent of the project will largely
comprise a reed bed of Common Reed Phragmites australis which will be
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planted in patches during the spring (March – May) at a density of 4 plants per
m2. Additional aquatic species should be planted adjacent to the reedbed to
provide additional diversity within the reedbed habitat. Species should include;

5.13

Alisma plantago-aquatica

Water plantain

Iris pseudacorus

Yellow flag iris

Mentha aquatica

Water mint

Veronica beccabunga

Brooklime

One third of each reedbed should be cut on a 3-5 year rotation during the winter
(November to March) to stimulate the production of new growth and reduce litter
accumulation. Dry areas within the balancing facilities will be sown with a wild
flower mix.

Swales
5.14

Grassed swales are to be created as part of the GI within the developed part of
the project area. The swales will have a shallow gradient (approx 2%), and
gentle curves wherever possible. The vegetation in the channel itself is to be
maintained at approximately 100mm – 150mm, with taller vegetation at the top of
the bank sides.

Channel species are to include;

Agrostis stolonifera

Creeping bent

10%

Festuca rubra

Red fescue

70%

Poa pratensis

Smooth-stalked meadow grass

20%

S/1501/Ecology 10/ Bio Diversity Management Plan
Green Infrastructure Biodiversity Management (REVA)
October 2010

23

5.15

Bank side vegetation is to include;

Arrhenatherum elatius

False oat-grass

Cirsium vulgare

Spear thistle

Dactylis glomerata

Cock’s-foot

Epilobium hirsutum

Great Willowherb

Picris echioides

Bristly ox-tongue

N.B. Spear thistle, bristly ox tongue and other ruderals will provide valuable
habitat for invertebrates. These species should be left to colonise naturally.

Scrub
5.16

Scrub planting is to be incorporated into a mosaic with broad leaved woodland
and species rich grassland within the Community Park and within the GCN
reserve. Scrub will also be used to provide shelter surrounding the artificial
badger setts. Shrubs should be planted at 300mm centres and should be
adequately protected from rabbits. Dead and diseased plants will be replaced in
the five years. All planting should be left to develop untouched for the first fiveyear period.

After this time woodland edge planting should be graded from

grassland to woodland and a scalloped edge maintained by cutting and removal
of individual shrubs where necessary. Species will be characteristic of the
landscape character area, South Nottinghamshire Farmlands and will include:
Corylus avellana

Hazel

Crataegus monogyna

Hawthorn

Cornus sanguinea

Dogwood

Prunus spinosa

Blackthorn

Rosa canina

Dog rose

Ligustrum vulgare

Wild privet

Ilex aquifolium

Holly

Native Species Woodland Tree Belts
5.17

Native species woodland belts will be planted around Sharphill Wood to act as a
buffer between the SINC and the proposed development. All new groups of trees
should be adequately protected and fenced from rabbits using spiral tree guards.
Weed growth around the immediate vicinity of each tree will be treated using a
glyphosate based herbicide. Use of glyphosate will not be permitted adjacent to
ponds that are being created or enhanced. All dead and dying specimens are to
be replaced on a like for like basis for the first five years. Periodic scrub
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management should ensure that the woodland or scrub does not develop or
encroach onto adjacent habitats. Woodland canopy species will be characteristic
of the landscape character area, South Nottinghamshire Farmlands and are to
include;

5.18

Acer campestre

Field maple

Prunus avium

Wild cherry

Crataegus monogyna

Hawthorn

Fraxinus excelsior

Ash

Quercus robur

Pedunculate oak

Ilex aquifolium

Holly

In addition it is noted that Beech (Fagus sylvatica) is present within the existing
Sharphill Wood and is also be included within new planting belts.

5.19

The woodland belts are to be planted with a woodland understorey mix which is
to include;
Alliaria petiolata

garlic mustard

Allium ursinum

ramsons

Digitalis purpurea

foxglove

Silene dioica

red campion

Hyacinthoides non-scripta

bluebell

Stachys sylvatica

hedge woundwort

Brachypodium sylvaticum

false brome

Deschampsia caespitosa

tufted hair grass

Festuca rubra

red fescue

Community Orchard
5.20

A community orchard will be implemented within an area of species rich
grassland in the north of the project area. The grassland understorey will
comprise species described in 5.4 above. Traditional varieties of domestic fruit
trees (including apple and plum) should be planted approximately 2.5m apart
between October and February. All new groups of trees should be adequately
protected and fenced from rabbits using spiral tree guards. Dead and diseased
plants should be replaced within the first five years. The bases of the trees
should be kept weed free using spot treatment of a glyphosate based herbicide.
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Hedgerows with Standard Trees
5.21

New and reinforced hedgerows will be introduced as part of the GI routes
through the Project. Where hedgerows are provided standard trees will also be
planted within the canopies. Species used in the hedgerow will comprise:

Cornus sanguinea

Dogwood

5%

Crataegus monogyna

Hawthorn

50%

Ilex aquifolium

Holly

5%

Ligustrum vulgare

Wild privet

5%

Rosa canina

Dog rose

5%

Prunus spinosa

Blackthorn

15%

Coryllus avellana

Hazel

15%

Standard trees to be planted within the hedgerows approximately every 20m are
to include;

5.22

Acer campestre

Field maple

Fraxinus excelsior

Ash

Malus sylvestris

Crab apple

Prunus avium

Wild cherry

Quercus robur

Oak

Half of each hedge should be cut annually on a rotational basis ensuring that this
is done during late winter when the majority of the fruit has been taken by local
wildlife. Hedgerows should not be cut during heavy frost or during bird breeding
season (March – September).

Hibernacula
5.23

It is proposed that hibernacula are created within the GCN receptor area. The
hibernacula will be constructed out of graded, selected rubble and organic
material; small crevices will be created between material that will allow areas of
refuge for amphibians, invertebrates and small mammals. These will be situated
around the newly created ponds and balancing ponds. Hibernacula will vary in
length depending on the location. However they will be approximately 2m in
width with sloping sides no greater than 45o. Actual gradients and heights should
be varied, to provide differing conditions.
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5.23

Along the eastern boundary of the site compartment east of Melton Road,
adjacent to the disused railway line, a linear hibernacula hedgerow will be
implemented and once formed the hibernacula will be planted with native
species. Use of glyphosate will not be permitted adjacent to ponds that are
being created or on the hibernacula hedgerow.

The hedgerow bank will be

approximately 1m high and will comprise 60cm of hardcore interspersed with
organic matter such as small logs and branches, and 45cm of topsoil into which
shrub species will be planted. Species planted will include;

Corylus avellana

Hazel

15%

Crataegus monogyna

Hawthorn

45%

Euonymus europaeus

Spindle

5%

Ilex aquifolium

Holly

5%

Ligustrum vulgare

Wild privet

10%

Prunus spinosa

Blackthorn

10%

Rosa canina

Dog rose

10%
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6.0

OVERALL MANAGEMENT REGIME

Objective 2:
6.1

Create new habitats to compensate for loss of and impacts to existing
habitats, enhance biodiversity of the local area and maximise value through
appropriate management ensuring significant green links are maintained
and created.

Rationale
6.2

The site supports an array of different species. These include protected species
such as badger, bats and great crested newts, and the many different species
present within Sharphill Wood SINC. Habitat creation has focussed on providing
habitats that will meet the requirements of all of these species, as well as
encourage colonisation by new ones through the provision of an assortment of
newly created habitats, which also aim to enhance the biodiversity of the area.
Habitats to be created will include reedbeds, open water, species rich grassland,
an orchard, hedgerows and broadleaved mixed woodland. These habitats will
aim to mirror the local SINC habitats and encourage their natural expansion.

6.3

Areas of open water and associated vegetation will provide habitats for
amphibians and invertebrates increasing Nottinghamshire BAP target habitats
such as reedbeds and standing open water. Open grassland associated with
these areas will provide habitat for over-wintering birds enhancing the
biodiversity of the area.

6.4

Hedgerows, woodland belts and scrub will be used to provide links across the
wider site especially around the boundaries and provide potential foraging and
nesting habitat.

6.5

Species rich grassland will provide areas for nesting and foraging animals, but
provide areas to be colonised in the short term by ruderal species such as weld
Reseda luteola and mugwort Artemesia vulgaris further increasing the diversity
of habitats for invertebrates.

6.6

Areas of open water and associated vegetation will provide habitat for great
crested newts and other amphibians and will be left largely unmanaged. The
marginal vegetation however will be monitored to ensure that this does not
exceed 50% of the open water. If clearance is required only one-third or less of
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marginal areas should be cleared annually on a rotational basis (in autumn
outside the main breeding period or the period of larval development), with the
arisings left by the ponds edge for 48 hours to allow any trapped animals to
escape. The arisings would then be cleared to the designated composting area.
Any scrub planting surrounding the water bodies should be controlled to ensure
over shading does not affect the vegetation within the pond or create
considerable leaf fall.

6.7

The grassland within the reserve will be managed at low intensity with only 50%
of the grassland cut at each time to create a variety and structure of grassland
habitats that would be of most benefit to great crested newts. The grassland will
be cut during autumn to a height no less than 100 mm, with the arisings removed
within 48 hours to a designated composting area.

This would also act as

suitable hibernacula and areas of habitat variation for invertebrates.

The

remainder of the grassland will be cut every other year. Grassland around the
bottom of hedgerows will not be cut at all, similarly to help provide a more
structured habitat. This varied cutting regime will provide a complex of short
areas and longer grassland that will also be used by invertebrates.

6.8

Scrub will be managed within the grassland by annual clearance to ensure that
grassland habitat does not become engulfed by scrub.

Table 1. Outline Prescriptions
Green Infrastructure Pathways

Sow GI pathways with grassland detailed
previously.

The first cut will take place once the grass
has reached a height of 100mm, then
maintain a short sward by mowing 3-4 times
per year.
Species Rich Grassland/Summer
Grassland/Wildflower
Meadow/Wet Grassland areas

Sow newly created grassland with grass mix
detailed previously during spring or autumn.

Mow once the seeded grassland reaches
100mm, then mow 2-3 times in the first
year.

For all established grassland mow selected
areas twice annually during spring and late
summer. Allow other species to naturally
colonize or introduce through use of green
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hay. Leave longer unmown grass around
hedgerows bases, adjacent to the waters
edge of ponds and reedbeds.
Mow
selected areas once every other year.

Remove arisings approximately 48 hours
after mowing, these should be placed in a
designated area within the site to provide
habitat diversity.

Create small areas of bareground through
rotovation
as
discussed
with
the
management steering group.

Allow development of areas of ruderal
vegetation; such areas will need to be
controlled. Ruderals located in areas
required as open grassland should be spot
treated with a glyphosate based herbicide.

N.B. Spear thistle, bristly ox tongue and
other ruderals will provide valuable
habitat for invertebrates, where feasible
these species should be left to colonise.

Swales

Mow channel vegetation to approximately
100mm – 150mm. Leave longer unmown
grass along bank sides, and mow alternate
banks each year during late summer.

Reedbed

Plant reeds in patches during the spring
(March –May) at a density of 4 plants per
m2.

One third of each reedbed should be cut on
a 3-5 year rotation during the winter
(November to March) to stimulate the
production of new growth and reduce litter
accumulation.
Marginal & Emergent Vegetation

Ensure marginal vegetation does not engulf
the open water, at least 50% of the water
will be maintained as open water free from
marginal vegetation. If clearance is required
only one-third or less of marginal areas
should be cleared annually on a rotational
basis during autumn, arisings should be left
next to the pond for at least 48 hours, before
taking to the designated composting area, to
allow amphibians and invertebrates to return
to the pond.

Scrub

Planting will consist of hawthorn, blackthorn,
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hazel, holly, dogwood, dog rose and wild
privet planted at 300mm centres.
All new planting will be adequately protected
and fenced from rabbits.
Dead and diseased plants will be replaced in
the first year.

All planting should be left to develop
untouched for the first five-year period. After
this time woodland edge planting should be
graded from grassland to woodland and a
scalloped edge maintained by cutting and
removal of individual shrubs where
necessary.

Scrub will be controlled by annual clearance
to prevent encroachment into the grassland.
Glyphosphate based herbicide should be
used on stumps to help prevent re-growth.

Native Species Woodland Belt

Any tall vegetation and scrub should be
controlled around the water bodies to
prevent over shading and build up of leaf
litter.
Tree planting using young specimens, less
than 1m high, will be undertaken in
November – March as in accordance with
the species mix and densities outlined
above.

Weed growth around the immediate vicinity
of the tree to be treated using a glyphosate
based herbicide.

All dead and dying specimens to be
replaced on a like for like basis for the first
five years. However, any plants failing to
establish within the first two years will be
replaced.

Periodic scrub management should ensure
that the woodland or scrub does not develop
or encroach onto adjacent habitats. Where
possible saplings should be hand pulled or if
this is not possible cut to stump height and
treated with a glyphosate based.

Community Orchard
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traditional domestic fruit tree species.
All new groups of trees should be
adequately protected and fenced from
rabbits using spiral tree guards.
Dead and diseased plants
replaced within the first year.

should

be

Base of trees should be kept weed free
using spot treatment of a glyphosate based
herbicide.

Hibernacula

The shrub planting on the hibernacula
should be controlled when necessary to
ensure the vegetation does not encroach
into the grassland.

Hibernacula hedgerow to be managed as
hedgerows. Use of glyphosate will not be
permitted.
Hedgerows and Standard Trees

Hedgerows should be allowed to develop
into tall thick hedges with gently angled
sides. Trimming should begin after the first
five-year management period (Between 5
and 10 years).

Cut half of the hedgerows annually on a
rotational basis ensuring that this is during
late winter when the majority of the fruit has
been taken by local wildlife. Hedgerows will
not be cut during heavy frost or during bird
breeding season (March – September).

Standard trees should be planted along the
hedgerows every 20m. These should be
predominantly oak with occasional ash.

Standard retained trees will be left
unmanaged. If pruning is required any wood
taken will be left in habitat piles next to
hedgerows and within open grassland.
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7.0

BALANCE OF RECREATIONAL USE WITH WILDLIFE INTERESTS

Objective 3:
7.1

Balance recreational use of the site with wildlife interests within and
adjacent to the site, particularly in relation to the potential impacts on the
Sharphill Wood SINC and appropriate management of the designated
buffer areas.

7.2

There is currently public access to much of the site, via designated and informal
footpaths. The appropriate pathways will be maintained and enhanced to provide
defined access routes from the development into the Community Park, reducing
the potential for unauthorised desire lines, the build up of litter and nutrient
enrichment from dogs and horses in sensitive areas of the wood. Further
footpath routes will be created throughout the Community Park to reduce
recreational pressure on Sharphill Wood.

7.3

Information boards will be placed at appropriate locations within the park
adjacent to the public rights of way. These will detail the importance of Sharphill
Wood and instruct people on how to reduce their impact on the surrounding
wildlife. Further boards will be placed within the site adjacent to Sharphill Wood
itself. These boards will be used to provide information about the wildlife within
the wood, thereby reinforcing conservation messages.

7.4

Potential nutrient enrichment from dogs will be mitigated for through clear
signposting and the frequent provision of dog bins throughout the Community
Park.

7.5

A small car park will be established primarily to provide ready access for disabled
visitors to the Community Park. Controlled vehicular access for management
purposes will be provided.

7.6

It is anticipated that a full time Community Park Ranger system will be a key
element of the management regime, responding to the daily requirements of the
entire Green Infrastructure network. The Rangers will liaise on a regular basis
with RBC and the Steering Group. The Rangers roles and responsibilities would
be subject to future agreement with RBC.
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8.0

MONITORING AND WORK PROGRAMME

8.1

In order to ensure that the habitats created within the site reach and maintain
their maximum value to nature conservation, all habitats should be monitored
every two years.

8.2

Results of this monitoring should be used to inform changes to the BMP,
particularly at the end of the initial five-year work programme. The prescriptions
provided here should not be set in stone and will be altered if required. The
management plan should run for a period of ten years, the work programme will
be reviewed at the end of the five year period. An outline is detailed below.
Flexibility is essential and the Rangers will have the ability to adjust the regime in
consultation with the Steering Group in order to respond promptly to changing
circumstances.

8.3

Litter should be removed from the site as part of the general management and
maintenance visits.

FIVE YEAR WORK PROGRAMME
Description of works

Years Active with Priority
1

2

3

4

5

Post
5 yrs

Management of water bodies
1. Monitor marginal vegetation extent and

-

1

-

1

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

1

1

1

1

1

-

-

-

1

-

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

rd

remove up to 1/3 if required.
2. Control over-shading of shrub and tree
species surrounding water bodies when
appropriate.
3. Maintain grassland within swale to
approx 100 – 150 mm
4. Cut 1/3rd of reedbed to simulate
production of new growth
Grassland
1. Sow grass seed and mow grassland in
the first year once it grows to 100 mm
during late summer/autumn.
2. Mow grassland 2-3 times in first year
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-

1

-

1

-

1

4. Mow GI pathways 3-4 times a year

1

1

1

1

1

1

5. Remove arisings within 48 hours to a

1

1

1

1

1

1

1. Sow grass seed.

1

-

-

-

-

-

2. Mow grassland 2-3 times in first year

1

-

-

-

-

-

3. Mow grassland at 100 – 150 mm

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1. Plant young tree species

1

-

-

-

-

-

2. Treat weed growth around immediate

1

1

1

1

1

-

-

1

1

1

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

1

3. Mow 50% of the grassland once every
other year, leaving longer unmown grass
around woodland and hedgerows etc.

designated composting area.
Swales

Hedgerow
1. Gap up existing hedgerows and plant
new

hedgerows

with

native

woody

species.
2. Replace dead or dying species on a like
for like basis.
3. Cut every year, with a maximum of 50%
of the hedgerow cut at the same time.
4. The hedgerow will be cut in late winter
to avoid the bird breeding season, but not
during severe frost.
Scrub
1.

Control

of

scrub

spreading

grassland by annual clearance.

into
Treat

stumps where necessary with glyphosate
based herbicide to help prevent re-growth.
Mixed

Broad-leaved

Woodland/

Community Orchard

vicinity of tree
3. Replace dead or dying species on a like
for like basis.
4. Manage woodland and scrub to reduce
encroachment on adjacent habitats
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Monitoring
1. Monitor habitats every year and use

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

results to inform future management, (i.e.
if annual scrub clearance is not effective
in controlling encroachment etc).

2. Monitor the water bodies annually to
ensure the breeding GCN population is
maintained.
3. Monitor water bodies for the presence
of fish and remove when appropriate.
4. Monitor bat habitats to establish use for
foraging and roosting
5. Monitor badger foraging habitats and

1

artificial setts to establish use.

S/1501/Ecology 10/ Bio Diversity Management Plan
Green Infrastructure Biodiversity Management (REVA)
October 2010

36

Appendix 2

Sharphill Wood West Bridgford
Management Plan
(2008 – 2012)
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Sharphill Wood
West Bridgford
Management Plan
2008 - 2012
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PART 1: INTRODUCTION

Local Nature Reserves are protected open green spaces for local people, which are
designated by Local Authorities with guidance from Natural England.
Rushcliffe Nature Conservation Strategy has a headline target of creating or enhancing 66
Local Nature Reserves across the borough by 2066, which equates to 1 per parish and West
Bridgford ward with a milestone target of 10 LNRs by 2010. Rushcliffe Borough Council is
proposing to help meet this target by designating and managing a number of its own wildlife
rich sites as Local Nature Reserves.
Many of the Local Nature Reserves and proposed Local Nature Reserves within Rushcliffe
have a town centre or urban fringe location and therefore have a potential for attracting large
numbers of visitors. The sites already have high wildlife content but most can be improved with
specific habitat management and creation, targeted at enhancing biodiversity. Many of the
sites also have significant archaeological interests which are an important part of the area’s
rich history.
Local Nature Reserves (LNR) provide excellent opportunities for recreational and educational
uses for local communities, some of which have limited access to open green spaces. Part of
the LNR designation process involves the preparation and implementation of a conservation
management plans for each site. Each management plan initially explains the roles and
responsibilities of the Local Authority and its partner organisations in managing a Local Nature
Reserve. All partners have agreed to work to five key Management Objectives, which are to:·

Maintain and enhance the habitat types and species present

·

Combine habitat enhancement and management with education, recreation and access
provision

·

Encourage public understanding and awareness of issues relating to the site

·

Conserve and interpret the archaeological and historical elements on the site

·

Monitor effects of management on the wildlife on each site

The purpose of a management plan is to describe each site and to decide what prescriptions
or actions are required, by whom and by what date, so that the site can be improved in line
with the management objectives.
Public consultation and support for the designation of Local Nature Reserves is an important
element of the designation process. We have tried to keep this management plan short and
simple, so that it is easy to understand by everyone.
We recognise that the establishment and involvement of Friends Groups for each LNR offers a
valuable resource in terms of future management. Where local volunteering, enthusiasm and
ideas for improving our local environment are developed, we will adjust our management plan
in response.
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1

ROLES AND RESPONSBILITIES OF PARTNER ORGANISATIONS

1.1 Rushcliffe Borough Council
Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, gives principal local
authorities the power to acquire, declare and manage nature reserves. When using these
powers to declare Local Nature Reserves, local authorities must consult with English Nature
The designation of a Local Nature Reserve means that the local authority accepts a
commitment to manage the land as a nature reserve and to protect it from inappropriate uses
or development.
Rushcliffe Borough Council will oversee management of the site and will undertake a strategic
role in bringing all interested partners together through a local steering group, which will lead
on a review of current operational practices and make changes to support habitats, where this
is practical and within the budget available.
As landowner of Local Nature Reserves, Rushcliffe Borough Council has a duty of reasonable
care to ensure people’s safety.
Rushcliffe Borough Council is keen to support partners who can commission and/or undertake
site work to enhance and create wildlife and habitats, as detailed in each management plan.
Where Friends Groups, community, voluntary or business organisations wish to carry out
independent events or work on Local Nature Reserves, the Council requires a signed
indemnity form which provides proof of :·
·

Public Liability Insurance to a value of at least £2 million
A Risk Assessment for each activity held on the site

For more information on Rushcliffe Borough Council and their open green spaces go to
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk .

1.2 Natural England
Natural England is a governmental body whose overall objective is to maintain and enrich the
characteristic wildlife and natural features that comprise England’s natural heritage. Local
Nature Reserves are important to help meet this objective.
Natural England believes that:
· everyday contact with nature is important for people's well-being and quality of life
· everyone should be able to enjoy this contact, in safety, without having to make any
special effort or long journey to do so
· natural greenspace in towns and cities can play an important part in helping safeguard
our national treasure of wildlife and geological features
· accessible natural greenspaces can give everyone an excellent chance to learn about
nature and to help protect it in practical ways
With this in mind Natural England have set recommended targets for accessible natural
greenspace provision for people living in towns and cities of:
·
·

accessible natural greenspace less than 300m (in a straight line) from home
at least one accessible 20ha site within 2km of home
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·
·
·

one accessible 100ha site within 5km of home and
one accessible 500ha site within 10km of home
statutory Local Nature Reserves provided at a minimum level of 1 ha per thousand
population.

For more information on LNRs and Natural England please go to www.naturalengland.org.uk.

1.3 Environmental Organisations
Environmental organisations are taking a lead role in Rushcliffe to improve wildlife habitats.
For example, Rushcliffe’s Nature Conservation Strategy Implementation Group, consisting of a
number of environmental organisations and representatives from a groups with an interest in
Rushcliffe’s natural environment, work together in partnership with the Local Authority to
implement Rushcliffe’s Nature Conservation Strategy. The strategy contains an overarching
objective for Rushcliffe Borough Council, through the Nature Conservation Strategy
Implementation Group, to designated 66 LNRs across the borough by 2066. This would mean
a provision one Local Nature Reserve per parish.
The Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group has the responsibility for overseeing and
monitoring the Nottinghamshire target habitats and species, of which a significant proportion
are located in the District.
The Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust’s Conservation and Education Officers together with their
Estates Team have been commissioned by Rushcliffe Borough Council to take a lead role in
co-ordinating practical work, community participation and involvement to improve and increase
Rushcliffe’s Local Nature Reserves provision and community engagement.
1.4 Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust
The Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust is the leading environmental charity dedicated to nature
conservation in the County. The Trust works to promote nature conservation through the work
of its officers and volunteers and works closely with other organisations and communities
throughout Nottinghamshire to maintain and enhance biodiversity. The Trust is committed to
supporting projects that facilitate participation of local communities in improving their local
environment and quality of life including:·
·
·
·
·

Encouraging the participation of our membership through the local group, in the
community participation and management of the Local Nature Reserves.
Promoting the Local Nature Reserves as an important resource for the improvement
of the quality of life for local communities to ensure social, health and environmental
well being.
Continuing the provision of high quality ecological advice via our Conservation
Policy & Planning Staff to the local authority and friends of groups at the local
nature reserves.
Sharing our experience as the manager of 68 nature reserves and over 1200ha of
land for conservation, with Local Authorities and communities.
Supporting efforts to identify funds and mechanisms to continue delivery of both
environmental/conservation restoration and management works on LNRs and
community engagement with LNRs

For
more
information
on
Nottinghamshire
www.wildlifetrust.org.uk/nottinghamshire/
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to:

1.5 Local Friends Groups
It is vital to the sustainability of each Local Nature Reserve to encourage and support the
involvement of local communities, including schools and businesses, in the development and
management of each Local Nature Reserve. To facilitate this involvement a ‘Friends of’ group
is formed to provide a vehicle for local people to voice their ideas and concerns and allow
them to raise funds for facilities or events they would like to see on site that existing budgets
cannot accommodate.
The role of local friends groups can include:·
·
·
·
·

Information on what site improvements are most important for local people
Assisting in species and habitat monitoring
Raising awareness and public support for Local Nature Reserves
Carrying out practical management tasks on sites
Raising funding for site specific projects

1.6 Local Businesses
Local businesses will be invited to contribute to delivery of the Local Nature Reserve
management plan, which could include supporting the Friends Group on volunteering days or
providing technical or other assistance with enhancing the site for nature conservation.
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PART 2: DESCRIPTION:
2.1

Location
Grid reference SK 586 349, in the Edwalton area of West Bridgford, Borough of Rushcliffe,
County of Nottinghamshire (Vice County 56).

2.2

Map Coverage

Scale 1:50 000 – Ordnance Survey Landranger no. 129 (1:50 000 scale) & Ordnance Survey
Explorer no. 260 (1:25 000 scale).
2.3

Owner

Sharphill Wood and the surrounding arable land is owned by Rushcliffe Borough Council, Civic
Centre, Pavilion Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5FE.
2.4

Size
The wood is 9.6 ha (23.73 acres) in size.

2.5

Soil and geology

The woodland is classified as 'other land’, which primarily relates to undeveloped land used for
non-agricultural purposes.
Soil –The site comprises a small portion of sand and gravel to the North-westerly corner of the
wood whilst the remainder is heavy red clay (Land Use Classification sw/2 - Clay
surface or sub-soil texture; wetness owing to slow internal drainage (degree of
limitation 2 at the most North Westerly corner and 3 for the remainder of the
woodland)). The pH is variable over the site, registering between 5.6 and 7.00.
Geology - Mercia mudstone (Keuper Marl); a red and green marl with gypsum and
occasional sandstones skerries (Geological Survey of Solid and Drift sheet 142) laid down
in the Triassic Period.
2.6

Aspect, topography and altitude
The wood has a southerly facing aspect at an altitude of 80m above sea level to its
northern most boundary and 60m above sea level at its southern boundary. It is
surrounded by arable farmland.
The area lies within Natural England’s Natural Area, ‘Trent Valley and Rises’.

2.7

Access
Access the Sharphill Wood has recently been formalised through the designation of a
number of Public Right of Ways (PRoW), which access the wood to the south and north.
Details of these footpaths can be seen on the following map. Visitors to the wood currently
access it at a number of informal access points around the perimeter of the wood.
However, it is intended to limit access to the wood to the official PRoW access points in
future, to reduce the levels of visitor disturbance within the wood.
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2.8

Surrounding land use
The wood is surrounded by 29.13 ha (72 acres) of arable agricultural land classified to the
North, East and South West as Grade 2 Agricultural land, with the remainder of the
classified as Grade 3 (Agricultural Land Classification of England & Wales, Sheet 122
(1972)). The fields to the East and West of the wood are sloping with a southerly facing
aspect whilst the fields to the north have a northerly facing slope falling from 80m to 60m in
altitude. The fields are bounded to the NE and NW by housing developments, to the South
by the A52 ring road, to the SE by a garden centre and light industrial unit and to the West
by West Bridgeford Cemetery leading to Wilford Hill Wood, mixed woodland managed by
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust

2.9

Site Description
Sharphill Wood is a native mixed broad-leaved woodland consisting of three distinct
compartments (see figure 1), containing frequent large mature ash (Fraxinus excelsior),
pedunculate oak (Quercus robur), large-leaved lime (Tilia cordata) and beech (Fagus
sylvatica).

Fig 1 – Map showing footpaths and compartments within the wood.
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Compartment 1 – the canopy of this section is predominately ash and pendunculate oak with
some mature specimens, below these the middle shrub layer comprises wych elm and common
lime, with nettle, red campion and cleaver dominating the ground flora. There is some indication
of recent fires with the debris still evident and with the subsequent loss of valuable dead wood
habitat.

Compartment 2 - Ash and beech dominate the canopy with some large mature oak. Sycamore
saplings and holly dominate the middle shrub layer along with occasional common lime. Ground
flora is dominated by common nettle, bramble and cleaver, with ivy becoming the most
dominant species towards the woods boundaries. There is a historic hedge bank along part of
easterly boundary. There is little in the way of either shrub layer or ground cover towards centre
of this compartment which could possibly be due to the frequent use of this area by off –road
bikers who have disturbed and compacted the soils to form ramps and hollows.
Compartment 3 – Ash, beech and common lime dominant canopy with occasional mature oak,
this compartment contains the most diverse shrub layer and ground flora within the wood, wild
privet being the most common middle layer shrub.
Sharphill Wood is situated on an elevated position, surrounded on all sides by arable land
and bounded by an overly-mature hawthorn dominated hedgerow which has become gappy
because of past management regimes. The woodland has a diverse structure, but some
areas are in danger of losing their diversity to sycamore dominance.
The site is well used by local people and families for walking and dog exercising. It is also
subject to use by off-road bikers, some of whom are constructing ramps and hollows with
the result that the soil disturbance and compaction has caused the loss of ground flora and
is preventing the woodland from regenerating naturally by killing tree seedlings and shrubs,
this is particularly apparent towards the centre of the wood.
The wood is a good example of its kind and is an important site for nature conservation
providing habitat for local wildlife. It is home to an extensive badger colony which has
occasional outlying setts throughout the wood and within the surrounding agricultural land.
Additional casual mammal observations whilst surveying have identified fox, brown hare
(droppings at woodland edge), rabbit and grey squirrel. Casual avifaunal observations for
the site include; green and greater spotted woodpecker, robin, dunnock, wren, wood
pigeon, chaffinch, blackbird, song thrush, great, blue and long-tailed tit with mistle thrush in
the surrounding arable fields. To the south of the wood is a species rich field margin. A list
of vegetative species found within the wood can be found in Appendix 1 but is by no means
comprehensive and will be added to on an ongoing basis, informed by local community
observation and surveys.
Sharphill Wood also contains an abundance of standing and lying deadwood habitats which
in themselves are important habitats adding significantly to the species diversity of the site.
The site is reputed to attract all three species of woodpecker, as well as supporting a good
range of fungal species. This was confirmed by a fungal survey carried out by the Chair of
Notts Fungi Group, which identified the species list in Appendix 2, one of which has only
been recorded once before in Notts. A breeding bird survey was carried out in Spring 2008
by a member of the Friends of Sharphill Wood, the results of this survey will be appended
to this plan when they become available.
Further surveys for bats, moths and other invertebrates are recommended to inform
management of the site.
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2.10

Statutory Designations
None, but an application is being prepared by Rushcliffe Borough Council to designate the
site as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) under the powers afforded to local authorities under
Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949.
LNR status can be applied to land of at least local wildlife interest, this allows the local
authority (which must have close involvement through ownership of the land or written
agreement with the land owner) to protect that interest through the designation of the site
as a LNR and by the creation of special bye-laws.

2.11

Non-statutory Designations
Sharphill Wood is designated as a Site of Importance Nature Conservation (SINC) (No.
2/699 – mature mixed deciduous woodland of botanical and zoological interest). There are
over one thousand SINCs in Nottinghamshire, satisfying criteria agreed between relevant
conservation organisations and the County Biological and Geological Records Centre.
SINCs cover all wildlife sites of importance in the County context. Lists of SINCs are
identified and forwarded to relevant Local Planning Authorities, for their consideration
during determination of planning applications. Whilst SINCs do not provide guaranteed
protection from development, they are a valuable aid to nature conservation in the wider
countryside. The designation provides recognition of the considerable interest that each site
possesses, and helps to target advice and funding for positive management.
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PART 3: EVALUATION & OBJECTIVES

3.1

Evaluation of site features (Ratcliffe’s criteria)
3.2

Size

The wood is 9.6 ha (23.73 acres), a good size for recreational purposes but the isolated
nature of this site and the intensively farmed adjoining land limits it as a resource for the
faunal and floral populations as its isolation from other woodlands prevents migration of
excess populations to and from the site. Consequently, there is little opportunity to increase
the floral or faunal gene pool and the intensive use of the surrounding land means that at
present there is no opportunity for the woodland to expand and/or regenerate itself
naturally.
3.3

Diversity

There is a reasonable level of structural and species diversity within the wood but greater
diversity could be attained by removal and/or restriction of some invasive non-native
species e.g. sycamore. The position of this site in the landscape and its intrinsic value will
have to be taken in to account before the large scale removal of mature sycamore is
undertaken as the opening up of the canopy will be visible some distance from the
woodland, therefore affecting the intrinsic and landscape value of the site for some years
until the canopy has closed.
The shrub layer within the woodland is in a predominantly mature state which is limiting the
structural diversity and to some extent limits the number of bird species present due to the
lack of foraging, roosting and breeding opportunities. Therefore, management will be aimed
at increasing structural diversity and increasing light availability to assist ground flora.
3.4 Naturalness
The majority of the wood is unlikely to have occurred naturally. The mid region of the
woodland did not exist in 1835 as it does not appear on the Sanderson’s map at that time
(Sanderson 1835). However, the southern-most portion of the wood as well as the northern
most section does appear on the map. Both of these areas are likely to have been used as
game coverts at the time but it is not know if the area of land between the coverts, which is
identified as Sharpes Hill, was planted or developed naturally.
The wood does not have the feel of a plantation, except for an area to the west which has
been fenced, but the mixture of dominant canopy trees is not wholly typical of the area with
more variation than you would normally expect to find. Sycamore has been introduced into
the wood also. Although the wood is not natural in form or in its mix of floral species, it has
high local wildlife value in addition to its aesthetic and recreational importance.
3.5

Rarity

Sharphill Wood’s composition is not wholly typical of naturally occurring woodland in the
South Notts Farmland Landscape Character Area but its unusualness can be attributed to
its mainly man-made nature rather than its rarity. Woodlands of this type and size,
especially with public access, are not however abundant in the Borough. Therefore, this site
is an uncommon ecological and recreational resource at a local level.
Surveys to identify species present within the site or using the site are ongoing. It is
therefore not possible to discuss the rarity of species using the woodland at present. One
species of fungi which is of County importance has been identified in 2008.
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3.6

Fragility

The site and structure could not be described as fragile but can be considered to be
vulnerable because of its small size and isolated position within the landscape. The site is
also vulnerable to inappropriate uses and anti-social behaviour such as lighting fires. This
vulnerability will increase significantly if the proposal to develop the adjoining land for
housing and industry proceeds, as the subsequent rise in the use of the wood for recreation
and dog walking will increase the amount of disturbance to wildlife, increase the potential to
damage the site’s infrastructure and will result in a degradation of the site if not properly
mitigated and managed. It is therefore important that the site is designated as a Local
Nature Reserve affording it a higher level of protection by the installation of legislative
powers in the form of bye-laws. The designation, together with a more appropriate
management regime, should help to protect the wood’s current and potential wildlife and
community value.
The agricultural land surrounding the wood appears to be intensively managed, this
increases the likelihood of the outermost edges of the wood coming into contact with
herbicides and pesticides through spray drift from agricultural operations. Nutrification of
woodland soils from agricultural operations is unlikely, as the wood occupies the highest
point on the hill and slopes away from the agricultural land surrounding it. The agricultural
operations also ensure that the wood cannot change in shape or size or regenerate
naturally externally.
The presence of invasive alien species within the wood is a threat to its biodiversity and
structural diversity, consequently the value of this site will diminish over time if there is no
active intervention.
3.7

Typicalness

Sharphill Wood is typical of farm woodlands that have been planted or enlarged to provide
a small wood crop for the farm and to provide cover for game birds. However, the wood is
larger than most farm woodlands or coverts found in the South Notts Farmlands.
The species composition within the wood in not wholly typical of woodlands occurring within
the South Notts Farmlands as it contains a higher proportion of some species such as
Common Lime than would normally be found. However, Sharphill is not too dissimilar from
a typical oak / ash woodland indigenous to this area.
3.8

Recorded history

The oldest record of the wood discovered to date shows the southern and northern-most
portion only in existence in 1835 (Sanderson 1835). By 1887 the wood appears, in its
present shape and size on an Ordnance Survey map (Sheet 46) of 1887 – 1891. At this
time it was depicted as a mixed broad-leaved and conifer plantation.
3.9

Position in an ecological/geographical unit

The wood is located on a hill top and is visible from miles around, making the site of
significant landscape value. It is however an isolated wildlife habitat connected only to
intensively managed hedgerows which do not connect to other woodlands or wildlife
habitats. Wilford Hill Wood is the nearest woodland that is not intercepted by busy
roadways. Micklebarrow Hill to the South would once have been close enough to allow
migration of species but this is now cut-off from Sharphill Wood by the A52 dual
carriageway. Badgers attempting to move between these woods are frequently found as
road traffic casualties.
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3.10

Potential value

With appropriate management, Sharphill Wood has great potential value for nature
conservation and as a recreational and educational resource. It also has great potential for
community involvement and inclusion through the formation of a ‘Friends of’ group to
monitor the woodland, hold events and carry out work parties.
Recreational value can be enhanced through establishing and improving the quality of
existing, rides and pathways and encouraging the use of the pathways instead of free
roaming, which should improve the quality of areas off paths. Recreational potential will
also be improved through implementation of the management plan to improve the
appearance of the wood and diversity of species to be found within, therefore improving the
visitor experience. Management work should be carried out by volunteers whenever
possible to promote a sense of ownership and involvement in the site.
The site has great potential as an education resource which should be promoted through
the provision of interpretation panels, school visits supported by the members of the
Friends of Sharphill Wood and ecological surveying and monitoring by students and the
Friends of Group. Facilities to engage children should be established such as nature trails.
If possible a leaflet should be produced detailing walks, wildlife, habitats and local history.
Wildlife value can be improved by the removal of non-native species such as sycamore and
Spanish bluebell, and by subtly restricting access in certain areas. There has to be a
balance struck between the needs of the wildlife and the community, this we would suggest
can be achieved by restricting access to official PRoWs and allowing some areas of the
wood to become ‘wildlife only’. This can be achieved quite easily and inexpensively by
removing sycamore which will allow light to penetrate the canopy aiding the speedy
regeneration of ground flora and ‘scrub’ making access into these areas more difficult.
Restricted access areas within the wood will allow species less able to cope with
disturbance, cope with the increase in visitor numbers to the wood. Signs identifying the
‘wildlife only’ areas should be erected explaining why they are necessary.
Further ecological potential could be realised through creating a corridor of habitat between
Sharphill Wood and Wilford Hill Wood and through enlarging the wood considerably,
buffering the woodland edges with increased levels of scrub and enlarging the wood by
planting or natural regeneration over time.
3.11

Intrinsic appeal

The site has great intrinsic appeal as a place for quiet informal recreation. It is visually
pleasing and often quite quiet with plenty of wildlife to be observed or heard and interesting
plants be seen in the south of the wood.
There are a limited number of woodlands within the borough and even fewer that are
publicly owned and so are open access, so this wood provides a valuable resource of
recreational green space that local people can enjoy without the need for transport
provision to reach it or financial expenditure to enjoy it. The site is large enough to ensure
that a variety of long and short walks can be taken around the wood and the vegetation is
dense enough that users are unable to see large vistas therefore encouraging exploring.
The floral, structural and topographical diversity provides recreational and wildlife interest
and ensures that exploring is a worthwhile activity. The woodland provides a countryside
experience on the doorstep of a major urban area.
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3.12

Objectives

·

Maintain and enhance the habitat types and species present

·

Combine habitat enhancement and management with education, recreation and
access provision

·

Encourage public understanding and awareness of issues relating to the site

·

Conserve and interpret the archaeological and historical elements on the site

·

Monitor effects of management and visitor use on the wildlife on the site
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3.14

Factors Influencing Management
·

Safety - the entire site is accessible at all times, therefore in the interest of public
safety, all possible measures should be taken to ensure public safety whilst work is
being carried out, including closing paths

·

Access – currently there is no vehicular access to Sharphill Wood making it difficult
for contractors to gain access to the wood with machinery.

·

Community involvement - local community and interest groups should be involved in
and consulted upon the practical and strategic management of the woodland at
every possible opportunity.

·

Funding - for the management identified cannot be guaranteed for the full term of
the plan. It may therefore be necessary for some tasks to be rolled over into
subsequent years, to be completed when funding becomes available or for grant
funding to be raised for specific projects.

·

Legal obligations - work likely to cause disturbance to breeding birds i.e. felling and
scrub clearance cannot be undertaken during the bird breeding season (March to
September). Therefore all felling and scrub clearance must be undertaken during
the autumn and winter as it is an offence to disturb any wild bird (with the exception
of pest species) while it is tending a nest containing eggs or chicks, until the chicks
have successfully fledged. To do so would be a criminal offence under The Wildlife
& Countryside Act 1981.

·

Protected species - mature trees identified for felling, likely to provide roosting
opportunities for bats should be surveyed by a licensed bat worker prior to felling. All
species of British bat plus their roosting sites are protected by The Wildlife &
Countryside Act 1981, the CROW Act 2000 and the Conservation (Natural Habitats,
&c.) Regulations 1994.

·
·

Only native species characteristic of the area should be introduced to the reserve.
The presence of badger setts within the wood will affect the type of work that can be
undertaken within close proximity to the setts, this work may require a Natural
England licence. Work to be carried out within the vicinity of the badger setts should
be carried out as follows:
U
U
U

No heavy e.g. tracked machinery should be used within 30 metres of an
entrance to a sett;
Wheeled vehicles, particularly diggers or post drivers, should not be used
within 20 metres of an entrance to a sett;
No light work such as hand digging or scrub clearance should be carried out
within 10 metres of an entrance to a sett.

Badgers and their setts are protected by the Badgers Act 1992 which makes it an
offence to wilfully kill, injure, take, possess or cruelly ill-treat a badger; or to attempt
to do so; or to intentionally or recklessly interfere with a sett. Sett interference
includes disturbing badgers whilst they are occupying a sett, as well as damaging or
destroying a sett or obstructing access to it (English Nature 2002).
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4.

MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS

Objective 1

Maintain and enhance the habitat types and species present

Outline Prescription
1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8

Fell occasional mature sycamore to favour native species of tree and shrub. Retain large stems of wood on site
to create lying deadwood. Chip brash and use to repair paths.
Pollard occasional mature sycamore and ring bark to create standing deadwood. Pollard with coronet cuts and
incorporate slits for bats
Spray sycamore regrowth with glyphosate to prevent coppice regeneration.
Remove sycamore saplings and seedlings using hand tools
Coppice 1/3rd in total over 5 year period of mature wych elm, elder and hawthorn within wood. No shrubs should
be coppiced within the vicinity of badger setts. Coppice brash should be used to create habitat piles or
deadhedges to restrict access into areas experiencing heavy use.
Lay and gap-up hedgerow around perimeter of woodland to restrict access to the three identified access points.
Should additional land around the boundary of the wood become available for further habitat creation, a
substantial scrub with occasional tree woodland edge should be created.
Reduce the level of tree cover along main path edges to create lighter paths with scalloped vegetation on path
edges to create micro-climates for invertebrates.
Install bird nesting and bat roosting boxes

Objective 2

Contractor
NWT / Contractor
Friends of Group
Friends of Group
Friends of Group / NWT /
Probation Service

Combine habitat enhancement and management with education, recreation and access provision

Outline Prescription
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Who by? – Suitable
Operatives
NWT / Qualified Volunteers /
Contractor

Define footpaths, bridleways and habitat areas and inform users of the site
Install kissing gates and reserve signs at the three identified access points
Maintain paths and access points. Use wood chip to repair paths when available
Encourage community participation in practical management. Provide training in practical skills
Create and install interpretation materials when appropriate and when funding becomes available
Carry out regular health & safety checks around the wood to ensure public safety.
Remove old fencing to the west and north of the wood as it is posing a health & safety hazard
Develop and support a Friends group
Create a children’s nature trail
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Who by? – Suitable
Operatives
RBC / NWT / Friends of Group
NWT / Friends of Group
NWT / Friends of Group
NWT / RBC
RBC / NWT / NCC
RBC
NWT / Friends of Group
NWT / RBC
NWT / Friends of Group

Objective 3

Encourage public understanding and awareness of issues relating to the site

Outline Prescription
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Develop interpretation (boards / leaflet / fact sheet / web page) to explain management and impacts on ecology
Develop a programme of interesting, varied public events to promote and inform about wildlife, education, habitat
management and history
Encourage school parties to visit the site
Use interesting management work as an opportunity to invite local residents/schools and visitors to the site to
participate in and learn about site management;
Encourage the Friends group to undertake small-scale management work or projects to benefit wildlife
Develop links with business community
Work with local partners to encourage responsible use of the site
Remove rubbish/litter and fly tipping at least once per month, or as soon as possible after significant dumping;

Objective 4

27
28

NWT / Friends of Group
NWT / Friends of Group
NWT / Friends of Group
NWT
NWT / RBC / Friends of Group
NWT / RBC / Friends of Group
RBC

Monitor effects of management and visitor use on the wildlife of the site

Outline Prescription
26

Who by? – Suitable
Operatives
NWT / RBC / Friends of Group

Undertake or commission ecological surveys to obtain baseline data on invertebrates, mammals, flora, fungi and birds
Encourage and in some instances train local people to carry out ecological surveys to information management and provide
records to the Notts Biological & Geological Records Centre (NBGRC);
Review, evaluate and update management strategies and prescriptions on a 5 yearly cycle or more frequently if
required
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Who by? – Suitable
Operatives
NWT / volunteers / students /
specialist groups
NWT / local naturalists /
volunteers
NWT / RBC / Friends of Group

4.1

FIVE YEAR WORK PROGRAMME 2008 – 2013
Year

1
2
3
4
5

6

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Project
Fell occasional mature sycamore to favour native species of tree and shrub. Retain large
stems of wood on site to create lying deadwood. Chip brash and use to repair paths.
Pollard occasional mature sycamore and ring bark to create standing deadwood. Pollard
with coronet cuts and incorporate slits for bats
Spray sycamore regrowth with glyphosate to prevent coppice regeneration.
Remove sycamore saplings and seedlings using hand tools
Coppice 1/3rd in total over 5 year period of mature wych elm, elder and hawthorn within
wood. No shrubs should be coppiced within the vicinity of badger setts. Coppice brash
should be used to create habitat piles or deadhedges to restrict access into areas
experiencing heavy use.
Lay and gap-up hedgerow around perimeter of woodland to restrict access to the three
identified access points. Should additional land around the boundary of the wood become
available for further habitat creation, a substantial scrub with occasional tree woodland
edge should be created.
Reduce the level of tree cover along main path edges to create lighter paths with
scalloped vegetation on path edges to create micro-climates for invertebrates.
Install bird nesting and bat roosting boxes
Define footpaths, bridleways and habitat areas and inform users of the site
Install kissing gates and reserve signs at the three identified access points
Maintain paths and access points. Use wood chip to repair paths when available
Encourage community participation in practical management. Provide training in practical skills
Create and install interpretation materials when appropriate and when funding becomes available
Carry out regular health & safety checks around the wood to ensure public safety.
Remove old fencing to the west and north of the wood as it is posing a health & safety
hazard
Develop and support a Friends group
Create a children’s nature trail and leaflet to accompany it
Develop interpretation (boards / leaflet / fact sheet / web page) to explain management and impacts
on ecology

1

2

3

4

5

If
necessary
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19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Develop a programme of interesting, varied public events to promote and inform about wildlife,
education, habitat management and history
Encourage school parties to visit the site
Use interesting management work as an opportunity to invite local residents/schools and
visitor9 to the site to participate in and learn about site management;
Encourage the Friends group to undertake small-scale management work or projects to
benefit wildlife
Develop links with business community
Work with local partners to encourage responsible use of the site
Remove rubbish/litter and fly tipping at least once per month, or as soon as possible after
significant dumping;
Undertake or commission ecological surveys to obtain baseline data on invertebrates, mammals,
flora, fungi and birds
Encourage and in some instances train local people to carry out ecological surveys to information
management and provide records to the Notts Biological & Geological Records Centre (NBGRC);
Review, evaluate and update management strategies and prescriptions on a 5 yearly
cycle or more frequently if required
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TIMING OF ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME
MONTH

YEAR 1 - 5

13

Create and install interpretation materials when appropriate and when funding becomes available

14

Carry out regular health & safety checks around the wood to ensure public safety.

MAR

Encourage community participation in practical management. Provide training in practical skills

FEB

12

JAN

Maintain paths and access points. Use wood chip to repair paths when available

8

DEC

11

7

NOV

Install kissing gates and reserve signs at the three identified access points

6

OCT

10

5

SEP

9

Remove sycamore saplings and seedlings using hand tools
Coppice 1/3rd in total over 5 year period of mature wych elm, elder and hawthorn within
wood. No shrubs should be coppiced within the vicinity of badger setts. Coppice brash
should be used to create habitat piles or deadhedges to restrict access into areas
experiencing heavy use.
Lay and gap-up hedgerow around perimeter of woodland to restrict access to the three
identified access points. Should additional land around the boundary of the wood
become available for further habitat creation, a substantial scrub with occasional tree
woodland edge should be created.
Reduce the level of tree cover along main path edges to create lighter paths with
scalloped vegetation on path edges to create micro-climates for invertebrates.
Install bird nesting and bat roosting boxes
Define footpaths, bridleways and habitat areas and inform users of the site

AUG

4

JUL

3

JUN

2

Fell occasional mature sycamore to favour native species of tree and shrub. Retain
large stems of wood on site to create lying deadwood. Chip brash and use to repair
paths.
Pollard occasional mature sycamore and ring bark to create standing deadwood. Pollard
with coronet cuts and incorporate slits for bats
Spray sycamore regrowth with glyphosate to prevent coppice regeneration.

MAY

1

APR

PROJECT
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MONTH

YEAR 1 - 5

27
28

MAR

26

FEB

25

JAN

23
24

DEC

22

NOV

21

OCT

20

SEP

19

Develop interpretation (boards / leaflet / fact sheet / web page) to explain management and
impacts on ecology
Develop a programme of interesting, varied public events to promote and inform about wildlife,
education, habitat management and history
Encourage school parties to visit the site
Use interesting management work as an opportunity to invite local residents/schools
and visitors to the site to participate in and learn about site management;
Encourage the Friends group to undertake small-scale management work or projects to
benefit wildlife
Develop links with business community
Work with local partners to encourage responsible use of the site
Remove rubbish/litter and fly tipping at least once per month, or as soon as possible after
significant dumping;
Undertake or commission ecological surveys to obtain baseline data on invertebrates, mammals,
flora, fungi and birds
Encourage and in some instances train local people to carry out ecological surveys to information
management and provide records to the Notts Biological & Geological Records Centre
(NBGRC);
Review, evaluate and update management strategies and prescriptions on a 5 yearly
cycle or more frequently if required

AUG

18

JUL

Create a children’s nature trail and leaflet to accompany it

JUN

17

MAY

16

Remove old fencing to the west and north of the wood as it is posing a health & safety
hazard
Develop and support a Friends group

15

APR

PROJECT
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Appendix 1
Sharphill Wood Species List
Trees and shrubs
Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) (D)
Beech (Fagus sylvatica) (D)
Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) (R)
Common lime (Tilia x vulgaris) (A)
Crab apple (Malus sylvestris) (R)
Dog rose (Rosa canina agg) (O)
Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea) (R)
Elder (Sambucus nigra) (F)
Field maple (Acer campestre) (O)
Field rose (Rosa arvensis) (R)
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) (F)
Holly (Ilex aquifolium) (F)
Pedunculate oak (Quercus robur) (A)
Sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa) (R)
Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) (D)
Wild cherry (Prunus avium) (R)
Wild privet (Ligustrum vulgare) (O)
Wych elm (Ulmus glabra) (A)

Grasses, sedges & rushes
Cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata) (R)
Wood meadowgrass (Poa nemoralis)
Herbs
Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scriptus) (O)
Bramble (Rubus fruticosa) (A)
Chickweed (Stellaria media) (O)
Cleavers (Gallium aparine) (D)
Common dog violet (Viola riviniana) (O)
Common nettle (Urtica dioica) (A)
Cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) (O)
Creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens) (O)
Ground ivy (Glechoma hederacea) (O)
Hedge bindweed (Calystegia sepium) (R)
Hedge woundwort (Stachys sylvatica) (O)
Herb robert (Geranium robertianum) (O)
Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium) (O)
Ivy (Hedera helix) (A)
Lesser burdock (Arcticum minus) (O)
Red campion (Silene dioica) (F)
Rosebay willowherb (Chamaenerion angustifolium) (R)
Wood avens (Geum urbanum) (O)
Wood dock (Rumex sanguineus) (O)
Wood speedwell (Veronica montana) (R)
Ferns
Broad Buckler fern (Dryopteris dilatata) (O)
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Appendix 2
NFG Foray records for Sharphill Wood West Bridgford Nottingham (SK586350)
14th September 2008
Family
Taxon
Comment
BASIDIOMYCETES
Agaricaceae
Agaricus augustus
In litter under br-leaf trees
Amanitaceae
Auriculariaceae

Bolbitiaceae
Clavulinaceae
Coprinaceae
Coriolaceae

Cortinariaceae
Crepidotaceae
Exidiaceae
Hyphodermataceae
Lycoperdaceae
Meruliaceae
Pluteaceae

Macrolepiota procera
Amanita rubescens
Auricularia auriculajudae
Auricularia mesenterica
Conocybe arrhenii
Clavulina cinerea
Coprinus lagopus
Coprinus micaceus
Daedaleopsis confragosa
Heterobasidion annosum
Meripilus giganteus
Cortinarius hemitrichus
Crepidotus variabilis
Exidia thuretiana
Schizopora paradoxa
Lycoperdon perlatum
Lycoperdon pyriforme
Chondrostereum purpureum
Pluteus cervinus

Under ash
On Wild Cherry log
On beech
On beech tree base
In litter with br-leaf trees
On log under br-leaf trees
On beech log
On dead ash branch
With br-leaf trees
On stump
On br-leaf stump
On ash log

Sclerodermataceae
Stereaceae
Strophariaceae
Tricholomataceae

Stereum hirsutum
Hypholoma fasciculare
Armillaria mellea

Xerocomaceae
ASCOMYCETES
Helotiaceae

On Elder
On log with br-leaf trees
In grass under mixed br-leaf
trees
On ground with br-leaf trees
In soil & litter

Pluteus cinereofuscus
Lactarius subdulcis
Russula nigricans
Scleroderma verrucosum
Stereum gausapatum

Russulaceae

Under ash
In oak litter

On br-leaf wood
In beech litter
Under br-leaf trees
Under oak
On oak
On oak log
On oak log
On oak log

Clitocybe cerussata
Gymnopus confluens
Gymnopus peronatus
Laccaria laccata
Lepista nuda
Marasmius epiphyllus

In litter under hawthorn
With oak & ash
Under beech
In br-leaf litter
Under beech & oak
On oak petiole

Marasmius rotula
Mycena acicula
Mycena arcangeliana
Mycena crocata
Mycena galericulata
Mycena galopus
Mycena inclinata
Mycena olida

In
In
On
In
On
On
On
On

woody debris
leaf litter
br-leaf log
leaf litter
rotten stump
ash log
br-leaf log
dead br-leaf wood

Rickenella fibula
Xerocomus chrysenteron

In moss
Under beech

Cudoniella acicularis

On oak twig
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Nectriaceae
Pyronemataceae
Rhytismataceae
Xylariaceae

Total No of spp: 54

Hymenoscyphus
fructigenus
Nectria cinnabarina
Otidea onotica
Rhytisma acerinum
Daldinia concentrica

On beech mast
On sycamore twig
Under oak & beech
On sycamore leaves
On ash

Hypoxylon fragiforme
Xylaria carpophila
Xylaria hypoxylon
Xylaria polymorpha

On
On
On
On

beech
beech mast
stump
stump

Mary Hawkins & Ann Ward (NFG members)
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Proposed footpath/cycleway
3m wide (indicative layout)
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and hedgerows to be retained.

Proposed native species
rich hedgerows with hedgerow trees
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Proposed native
species rich grassland

1A
BP

4A

Proposed woodland edge/
glade species rich grassland mix

2B

.0
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Proposed tree planting to
main street - indicative layout

Proposed woodland
scrub/ mosaic

55 .0

.0
65

SOUTHERN
CEMETERY

Existing hedgerows enhancement to include
additional tree planting.

Proposed grass swale

Proposed native species Structural planting
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Proposed summer grassland/
wildflower meadow
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Sett with Scrub Planting
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LEAP/NEAP play areas

Proposed low mounding
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orchard
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Species rich wet grassland,reed beds
and other aquatic planting to
balancing ponds
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Proposed pond
Proposed Post and Rail Fence

A 60
6

1B
Local Centre

2A
SPINNEY HILL

2A
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WOOD (SINC)

RD

1A

GOLF
COURSE

Existing Retained Rights of Way/
Informal Routes (Paths through Sharphill
Wood are illustrative only)
Proposed security fencing to the eastern
playing fields and allotments. Indicative
location - details to to be confirmed.
Bike park - indicative layout
Proposals subject to future consultation
Access control to A52 underpass
to be installed by others
Bus gates - indicative location
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Temporary Post and wire Fence

ME
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N
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BIKE PARK PROPOSALS TO BE SUBJECT TO FUTURE CONSULTATION

2B

INDICATIVE LOCATION SHOWN FOR CAR PARK, YOUTH COACH PARKING,
DROP OFF AND RANGERS OFFICE. SELF CONTAINED SECURE STORAGE
AREAS WOULD BE PROVIDED FOR THE RANGER, THE ALLOTMENT SOCIETY
AND 'FRIENDS OF SHARPHILL WOOD' EITHER AS A FREE STANDING
COMPOUND OR AS A COMPONENT OF ONE BUILDING. IF PROVIDED AS ONE
BUILDING, EACH GROUP WOULD HAVE ACCESS TO ITS OWN AREA ONLY.
DETAILED REQUIREMENTS TO BE CONFIRMED.
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