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Tackling the agenda for the next generation
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Advertise with us
in the Summer
Rushcliffe Reports goes out three times a year
to 50,000 homes. Advertising with us will get
your company noticed – if you’re interested in
promoting your business in the next edition,
due out in November 2018, contact us at
media@rushcliffe.gov.uk or call
0115 914 8555 for our competitive rates.

Let’s be social
Social media is instant. See what we’re
up to and get in touch. Join us on Twitter
@rushcliffe. Like us on Facebook at
facebook.com/rushcliffeborough
Keep up to speed with our business news at
www.linkedin.com/company/rushcliffeborough-council

Rushcliffe
Reports on CD
An audio version of
Rushcliffe Reports is
available for blind and
partially-sighted people.
Contact us to get the latest
edition by emailing media@
rushcliffe.gov.uk or call
0115 914 8555.
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Cllr Andy Edyvean and Leader Cllr Simon Robinson
outside the Co-Op site

Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Economy and
Business Cllr Andy Edyvean said: “We’re
very pleased to have acquired these sites,
and particularly one here in the Borough.
“By investing in property, this is a stream of
income independent of the Council Tax we
collect from residents living in the Borough.

We have announced an extension
to our asset investments with the
successful acquisition of two retail
sites in Nottinghamshire.

“A business premises within the Borough
also increases the income to the Council
collected via Business Rates – all of which
helps maintain a steady rate of Council Tax
for our residents.

The acquisition of the property currently let
to Co-Op supermarket on Trent Boulevard
in West Bridgford and the premises of
Snowden Healthcare Ltd on Finch Close
off Lenton Lane in Nottingham will ensure
further revenue in the coming years.

“We invest in Rushcliffe to support
employment and skills, and we have
now invested in the Borough and
Nottinghamshire as a commercial
investment to support the Council’s finances
going forwards.”

Both will realise an annual rental income of
£135,000 providing local businesses with
stability and security and the authority with a
vital income stream as part of the Council’s
Asset Investment Strategy.

We announced in October 2017 the
acquisition of 20,000 square feet of prime
industrial estate in Coalville in Leicestershire
and we continue to develop a long term
relationship with the current occupier to
maximise return on this site.

COUNCIL NEWS

Sites in West
Bridgford and
Nottingham
added to our
property
portfolio
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Cotgrave centre transformation
Meanwhile, the transformation of Cotgrave
Town Centre is well underway with the
initial stages of the multi million pound
regeneration project now complete. There
have been extensive improvements to the
shop fronts and the brand new Business
Hub above the retail units is now open for
business.

has been supportive of the regeneration
project.
He said: “I am really pleased with the
improvements to the appearance to my
salon and am confident all the development
in Cotgrave will have a really positive impact
on my business, as well as being great for
the town as a whole.”

Dean Daws from Blu Hairdressing, who has
been a tenant on the precinct for 20 years,
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Rushcliffe named

Entrepreneurial
Council of The Year

We were delighted to be named Entrepreneurial Council of the Year at the
prestigious annual LGC Awards in March.
Run by the Local Government Chronicle, the accolades are the largest and
most coveted for the local government sector, which recognise the best of local
government innovation and service delivery.

council and that our success was owned
and driven by all.

Borough Council Chief Executive Allen
Graham believes that Councillors’ and
officers’ ambition and support for a
business-like approach enabled the team to
scoop the award.

Leader of the Council Cllr Simon Robinson
equally praised Councillors and officers
for their foresight to deliver projects that
have put the authority on the road to being
financially self-sufficient without Central
Government funding.

He said: “This truly is a team award down to
individual leadership and selfless flexibility
from so many Councillors and staff to have
achieved such magnificent recognition.
“It is acknowledgement for them all who
are among the pioneers for being an
enterprising council that delivers great
services.
“The judges recognised our breadth of
entrepreneurial delivery right across the

“I am proud to be Chief Executive of
this ambitious council and what we have
achieved together for the benefit of
the wonderful place and community of
Rushcliffe.”

He said: “I am exceptionally proud the
Council has won this award and continue to
say to our peers being entrepreneurs really
is in our DNA as councillors and staff.

COUNCIL NEWS

Judges cited our approach to making the
most of Rushcliffe’s assets in recent years
to deliver a new leisure centre and offices
at Rushcliffe Arena, shrewdly investing in
property, and transforming our grounds
maintenance programme with the creation
of Streetwise.
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“The fact industry leaders have now echoed
this is a credit to all.
“This award will only spur us on to achieve
even more for our residents and build on
this platform of our reputation in the sector.”

Corporate Peer Challenge team

give glowing assessment
A Corporate Peer Challenge also gave the Council a glowing assessment earlier
this year as well as outlining recommendations to achieve even more.
The challenges are improvement-focussed
and designed to complement and add
value to a council’s own performance.
The peers use their experience and
knowledge of local government to reflect on
the information presented to them by people
they meet, things they see and material that
they read.
The team spent three days with us on
site, at Rushcliffe Arena and visited other
locations including the Abbey Road Depot,
Rushcliffe Community Contact Centre in
West Bridgford and the Cotgrave Town
Centre development.

Borough Council Chief Executive Allen
Graham said: “We were delighted with
the overwhelmingly positive feedback and
the constructive points where the team
highlighted we can strive to improve.
“Among the parts I was most enthused
about was that they found Rushcliffe’s staff
‘dedicated, enthusiastic, knowledgeable
and adaptable and proud to work for
Rushcliffe and that we understand the
communities we serve.’
“We will endeavour to maintain those
standards to achieve even more.”
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#WDYT tool

boosts business
digital presence
on our high streets

We commissioned a social media tool to help increase the digital presence of retailers
on the high streets of its growth board areas across the borough.

The nationally endorsed #WDYT What
Do You Think? campaign has now given
retailers in West Bridgford, Radcliffe-onTrent, East Leake, Cotgrave and Bingham a
chance to promote their goods and services
through its targeted social media channels
whether they sell on or offline, or both.
From total beginners through to advanced
users of social media, the tool will allow
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business owners to follow quick daily tips to
publicise their products and assist retailers
in their respective towns to improve their
digital influence and sales in that area.
Councillor Andy Edyvean, Portfolio Holder
for Economic Growth and Business said:
“We were very excited to be launching the
#WDYT campaign in our Growth Board
areas in Rushcliffe.

“Creating great places for our residents is
a priority for the Council and this campaign
will help promote and enhance what
Rushcliffe town centres have to offer.”
The Apprentice 2017 candidate Elizabeth
McKenna, who runs Elizabeth McKenna
Flowers on Portland Road in West Bridgford
is among those to sign up to the initiative.
She said: “Any social media tool that can
help boost sales to independent traders
such as ourselves should be welcomed
and I think #WDYT should be embraced by
everyone who owns a business.”

COUNCIL NEWS

“Town centres are at the heart of our
communities and this is one way that we are
ensuring that they are provided with support
to continue to thrive.
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The campaign was identified as an
opportunity in the recently published West
Bridgford Commissioners Report and
following consultation with all growth board
areas, it was agreed to pilot it in all five
areas.
It has delivered results including a 22%
week on week increase in footfall to retailers
in Stafford and increased footfall in other
towns across the country.
Piloted initially for three months, retailers
can promote their products via the
dedicated Facebook, twitter and Instagram
accounts available.
Every day, retailers that sign up to the
campaign at wdyt.org.uk/rushcliffe will
receive a quick tip, which takes under
five minutes to implement, to immediately
improve their social media influence and
impressions to customers in their local area.
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Ask the questions that
matter to you at Council and
Cabinet meetings
Residents and business owners can now
ask specific questions at Council and
Cabinet meetings.

“We’re committed to being as open and
transparent about how we can provide even
better services to the people we represent.”

Citizen’s Questions present an opportunity
to pose a question at the beginning of each
meeting to clarify points about the council or
the services it provides.

Questions need to be submitted two weeks
in advance of either the Council or Cabinet
meeting at which residents or business
owners would like to ask their question.

It is a key part of the Council’s commitment
to transparency, openness and accessibility
in its democratic processes.

This should be by email to
constitutionalservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk
or in writing to Constitutional Services,
Rushcliffe Borough Council, Rushcliffe
Arena, Rugby Road, West Bridgford,
Nottingham, NG2 7YG.

The sessions last for 15 minutes and are
open to residents who live in the Borough
or business owners who have a business
address in the borough but are not
Rushcliffe residents.
There is a limit of one question per citizen at
each meeting and must be relevant to some
matter in which the Council has powers
or duties. They should be limited to one
subject, but may have more than one part.
They should avoid detailed individual
service issues such as on planning, bin
collections, or licensing applications as
there are current channels of raising
these issues at rushcliffe.gov.uk or at the
Council’s Community Contact Centre.
The Leader of the Council Cllr Simon
Robinson said: “We’re very pleased
to introduce this initiative to highlight
further ways residents and those who run
businesses in the Borough can further
engage with us and can hold us to account
on matters they feel need addressing.
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Residents or business owners need to
supply their name, address or that of their
business and an e-mail address.
They can also choose whether to attend
and ask the question in person or for the
question to be read out by the Leader at
Cabinet meetings or the Mayor at Council
meetings.
Questions will be answered by the most
relevant Cabinet member who has special
responsibility for the service or topic to
which the question relates or one of the
Council’s Scrutiny Group Chairmen.

approved by Councillors
Councillors voted to pass Local Plan Part 2 proposals in April outlining more detailed
policies for use in the determination of planning applications. The documents also
identify non-strategic housing allocations and designations in the Borough.

COUNCIL NEWS

Local Plan Part 2 proposals
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The plan will outline more detailed policies
for use in the determination of planning
applications as Rushcliffe is required by the
Government to build 13,150 homes by 2028.
The Council's Cabinet Member for Housing
and Planning Cllr Roger Upton said: "This
is a lengthy process to ensure all views
and opinions are considered and taken into
account. The Full Council meeting on 26
April was the next stage in the process but
not the final opportunity for comments.
"There will be a six week consultation period
of publication of the final draft before

we submit to the Secretary of State for
examination by an Inspector in the summer.
"Then in the autumn we anticipate an
examination hearing and this will be an
opportunity for all interested parties to be
involved and present individual concerns for
consideration.
"Following examination the Council will
consider any required modifications and
if the Inspector then determines the plan
is sound and legally compliant, it could be
adopted at the end of the year."
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Masterplan proposals
discussed further in Bingham

Plans for Bingham’s emerging masterplan continue as we assist the town with its
growth in housing and industry in the forthcoming years.
In March, the public and interested parties
had the chance to look at an exhibition
in the town centre with initial findings
from consultation contractors URBED so
residents and businesses could see the key
themes being explored.
The longer term aspirations could include
creating a central Local Centre towards the
existing LIDL supermarket and potentially
relocating the train station closer to Chapel
Lane.
This is to strengthen connections between
the existing town centre and the north of
the town where many of the new residential
areas and a new employment park have
been earmarked for development.
Increased accessibility for existing and
new residents and workers in the new
employment park to the attractions and
amenities the town centre offers, could
further strengthen the local economy.

Deputy Leader of the Council and chairman
of the Bingham Growth Board Cllr Debbie
Mason said: “Over the next 10 years or so
we want to ensure the development that will
take place to the north of the town connects
to the existing town centre and all the
retailers and facilities it currently has.
“With an increased population in Bingham
we know a central focal point for the town
is important too. Therefore we’re looking at
whether we could have organised activities
on the square adjacent to the Buttercross to
increase its usage.”
URBED’s work to date has also suggested
that green walkable routes around Bingham
could be improved and continued into the
new developments to the north.
Connections with areas such as Butt Field,
the leisure centre, the linear walk, Wynhill
Playing Fields, the Car Dyke green spine
and the potential new country park near
the developments could be improved and
potentially extended to connect to local
villages.
Plans are also being explored, as we
outlined earlier this year, for transferring
our garden waste collection service and
Streetwise operations to an existing Council
owned unit on Moorbridge Road Industrial
Estate in the town.
It’s part of our long-standing ambition to
vacate the existing site on Abbey Road in
West Bridgford.
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Mayor welcomes Brownies’
questions in Council tour
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The Mayor of Rushcliffe Cllr Barrie Cooper welcomed a Brownies group for a
tour of the Council Chamber, the Council’s history, and a question and answer
session in May.
West Bridgford Brownies made the special
trip to Rushcliffe Arena to visit the Borough’s
First Citizen with Leader of the Council Cllr
Simon Robinson, Deputy Leader Cllr Debbie
Mason and Chief Executive Allen Graham.
It was courtesy of an ongoing project to
further strengthen the links with community
groups across the Borough and a chance
for the voters of tomorrow to learn more
about how the Council works to represent
them and their families.
After taking their seats in the Council
Chamber amongst 10 attending Councillors,
the 18 Brownies were able to ask questions
on how and why the Mayor and officials
conduct their roles and find out more about
why Councillors perform public service in
their communities.
They then took a look around portraits on
the Council office walls of former Mayors
If you’d like to find out who your local
and had a bite to eat and drink in the
councillors are, or get in touch with them,
Mayor’s Parlour.
you will find their details at
rushcliffe.gov.uk/councillors

Cllr Cooper said: “It was a splendid evening
reaching out to the Brownie group and I was
delighted we could show in just a small way
how the Council works.
“It’s important to make the link with
youngsters in the borough and encourage
them to think further about the community
around them. Sessions like this highlight
how the Council tries to make things better
for everyone.
“Giving them this sort of insight was such
a privilege so a small part of a future
generation is now educated on the role of
local government.”
Brown Owl Deborah Phelps from the visiting
group thanked the Council for arranging the
trip.
She said: “We try to get out in the
community to meet people and visiting the
Mayor was quite an honour. It’s good for the
children to meet people in a different setting
and give them a wider knowledge of the
world around them.”
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The unique flavour
of a Taste of
Rushcliffe returns
Get your teeth into the unique flavour
of Rushcliffe this summer as we
proudly present our fifth annual Taste of
Rushcliffe Food Festival!
We’ll be joined by over 40 fabulous growers
and makers from across the Borough
presenting a mouthwatering array of artisan
pies and pastries, cheese, wine, rare breed
meats, herbs and spices, and tasty street
food on Saturday 7 July from 10am to 4pm
on Central Avenue in West Bridgford.
There'll also be great cookery
demonstrations, masterclasses and

children's activities and once again the
festival co-incides with the annual YouNG
Summer Market, a showcase of young
entrepreneurs and performers from across
the Borough.
With free entry it’s got all the right
ingredients for a great family day out!
For more details visit: rushcliffe.gov.uk/taste

Lark in the Park goes green to
celebrate its 30th birthday!
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Our popular summer play day Lark in the
Park celebrates 30 years of entertaining
children and families with a ‘Go Green’
theme this year to promote some of the
important environmental projects we’re
working on as a council.

Deputy Leader Cllr Debbie Mason said:
“This year’s special theme is to highlight our
tree planting and protection programme
right through to asking everyone who
attends to reduce single use plastics
wherever they can in their day to day lives.

This year, the fun takes place on Wednesday
1 August from 10am to 4pm in Bridgford
Park in West Bridgford and, as ever,
admission is free.

“We’ll also have lots of fun activities to try
from junk percussion, to upcycled crafts
and even a visit from Barney, our wise owl
mascot!

Launched in 1988 to co-inside with National
Play Day, it’s come a long way from its
original incarnation as a simple teddy bear’s
picnic.

“We are delighted to announce that this
year’s Lark in the Park is sponsored by
Hollies Day Nursery of West Bridgford.
Come along and enjoy a good lark!”

The event now attracts over 5,000 visitors
with a packed programme of live shows,
classes, sports activities, crafts and
community stalls that’s become an essential
family day out.

For more information about this year’s event
visit: rushcliffe.gov.uk/larkinthepark

Proms in the Park
to celebrate our Armed Forces

SUMMER EVENTS

Proud to again welcome

We will again proudly join with communities around the UK to mark Armed
Forces Day with our Proms in the Park event, honouring the work of those
serving our country past and present.
The free open-air concert in Bridgford Park
on Saturday 30 June from 12pm to 9pm will
feature the Nottinghamshire Police Band,
Ultra Lounge, classical tenor Jack Willis and
the Manchester violinist Amy Fields.
The highlight of the day will be a rousing
‘last night of the proms’ performance by
Nottingham Concert Band at 7pm with
guest compere Colin Slater.

The official charity for this year’s
event is the Royal British Legion
so please support them when
you come along to this
inspirational day to
celebrate our
Armed Forces.

02

This year’s evening programme will
include pieces to commemorate The Great
War Centenary and 100 years since the
formation of the Royal Air Force.
Throughout the day there’ll be lots of
family entertainment on offer
including community displays,
sports activities and
refreshment stalls.

For more details visit rushcliffe.gov.uk/armedforcesday
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Rushcliffe Health and Social care

Looking back and
moving forward
Back in 2015, Rushcliffe was chosen by NHS England as a ‘Vanguard site’,
which meant it was awarded funding to make significant changes and
improvements to the way health and social care was delivered in the area.
Health services in Rushcliffe have
consistently been rated above the national
averages, but we can always do more to
improve patient experience.

social and voluntary services working more
closely together on projects designed to
improve both patient experience and patient
outcomes.

Principia, a partnership between
PartnersHealth (a collaboration of Rushcliffe
GPs) and Nottinghamshire Healthcare
NHS Foundation Trust, supported by NHS
Rushcliffe CCG over the last three years,
has transformed services with health,

More emphasis has been placed on
delivering joined-up personalised care,
prevention and self care, and better
management of long term conditions, and
the foundation of the programme has been
based on patient feedback and what you’ve
told us.

Here we celebrate some of the achievements of the last three years.
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You Said

What we did

Quicker
and easier
access to GP
appointments

•	You can now see a GP in the evenings and weekends. You can
pre-book an appointment by contacting your GP Practice. If you
need an urgent appointment, call NHS 111
•	Patients can now book appointments, access medical records,
and order repeat prescriptions online

Being able to
see hospital
specialists
in the
community

•	Moving services closer to where you live is convenient as it
removes the need to go into hospital. In Rushcliffe, we now
have some specialist services in community clinics (e.g.
Gastroenterology, Gynaecology, Trauma and Orthopaedics).

•	Let’s Live Well in Rushcliffe (LLWiR) helps patients to understand
and manage their own health and wellbeing. LLWiR works with
local GPs and supports people to take control of their lives and
health.
	If you think you would benefit from this programme, you can speak
to your GP or practice nurse. Alternatively, you can contact the
team direct on LLWiR@nottshc.nhs.uk or call 07909 890699
•	Support for Notts Help Yourself – go to nottshelpyourself.org.uk
for information, advice and details of support organisations across
Nottinghamshire
•	Promoting the ‘One You’ message – delivering healthy living advice
and resources at community events across Rushcliffe. As a result,
more than 5,000 of Rushcliffe’s 125,000 population have engaged
with the ‘One You’ online quiz - find out more at nhs.uk/oneyou

Easier
access to
psychological
support for
patients with
long-term
conditions

•	We have introduced a Primary Care Psychological Medicine
service to support patients with complex mental and physical
needs
•	Launched a Depression Advice Clinic in primary care. This
brings secondary care expertise into primary care via psychiatric
outreach in a community setting. Access to this service is via your
GP
•	If you feel you might need support with mental health issues,
please speak to your GP

Helping
patients to
understand
and manage
their
condition

•	We’ve introduced several schemes for patients with long-term
conditions (including COPD and Heart Failure) which provide
increased support to manage these conditions.
•	We support patient forums and peer support groups, which are
managed and facilitated by Rushcliffe Community and Voluntary
Service. For information on how to access these groups, please
contact: helen.limb@nhs.net

NEWS FROM YOUR CCG

More
information
and support
around
lifestyle
choices
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And this is just the start!
We’re committed to continuing this work
across our wonderful Borough, promoting
self care, improving access to primary care
and mental health services. At the same
time, we will support health, social and
voluntary care providers to work together
to deliver a joined up patient experience

through the Principia Local Integrated
Care Partnership: for more details visit
our website at
rushcliffeccg.nhs.uk/our-innovations
Then we will be closer to achieving our aim
of giving you access to the right care, in the
right place, and at the right time for you.
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Councillor
Mrs Maureen
Stockwood
is our Mayor
for 2018/19
Our Mayor for 2018/19 is Councillor
Mrs Maureen Stockwood.
She was sworn in at a Mayor Making
event following Annual Full Council in
May and represents the Cranmer ward
on Council, which includes the villages
of Aslockton, Whatton, Car Colston,
Scarrington and Screveton.
Residing in Bingham where she has lived for
over 40 years, she has four children as well
as six grandchildren.
First elected to the Borough Council in
1999, Councillor Mrs Stockwood previously
served as Mayor of Rushcliffe in 2005/06
and is also a member of Bingham Town
Council.
She will be supported in her year as Mayor
by her Consort, Councillor Francis PurdueHoran.

During her year in office she has chosen
to support the Nottinghamshire Hospice
nottshospice.org
Founded in 1980, the charity is a
community-based palliative care centre
which provides high quality care services
to adults who have terminal and life-limiting
illnesses, and to their families and carers.
The Mayor would appreciate any donations
for this worthwhile cause. Cheques can be
made payable to “The Mayor of Rushcliffe’s
Charity Appeal 2018/19” and sent to the
Mayor, c/o The Mayor’s Secretary, Rushcliffe
Borough Council, Rushcliffe Arena, Rugby
Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2
7YG.
As the “first citizen” of the Borough she will
attend many official engagements during
her term of office ranging from 100th
Birthday parties, opening fetes and charity
events to attending other civic functions and
events.
If you would like the Mayor to attend your
event, please call 0115 914 8481 or email
mayorssecretary@rushcliffe.gov.uk

16

This is the Rushcliffe Residents’ Satisfaction Survey, a chance to have your
say on our services and how you feel as a resident living here in Rushcliffe.
Please tell us what you think about the
Council and together we can make the
Borough a better place to live and work.
We'd like to hear your views about life in the
Borough too, and about the services we
provide.
It doesn't matter if you've only just moved
into the area, or if you don't pay Council
Tax, it is important that we hear everybody's
views so that we can put our resources
where they really matter.
All of your answers will be treated in the
strictest confidence and will only be used to
monitor the Council’s services.
If you have any other queries about the
Council, please contact the Customer
Services Centre on 0115 981 9911 or email
customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk and
our advisors will be happy to help you.

Q1

You can complete this survey online at
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RBCresidents2018
You can also complete the questions over
the next four pages, pull them out, pop
them in an envelope and send them to:
Performance and Reputation, Rushcliffe
Borough Council, Rugby Road, West
Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 7YG. The
closing date for completed surveys is Friday
7 September.

RESIDENTS' SURVEY

It’s time to have your say!

05

We will also be publicising the survey
across the borough at our events and out
and about in communities right through the
summer to early September.
A number of questions in this survey ask
you to think about ‘your local area’. When
answering, please consider your local
area to be the area within 15 – 20 minutes
walking distance from your home.

To help us identify your local area, please can you tell us your postcode:

	

Q2 Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with your local area as a place to live?
	Very satisfied
Fairly dissatisfied

Fairly satisfied
Very dissatisfied

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Don’t know

	Your local area receives services from Nottinghamshire County Council (including highways, education and
social services), Rushcliffe Borough Council (such as planning, refuse collection and street cleaning), your
local parish council (if you have one) and numerous voluntary and community bodies. In this survey we
are only concerned with your views about your local area and the services provided by Rushcliffe Borough
Council.

Q3	
Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way Rushcliffe Borough Council
runs things?

	Very satisfied
Fairly dissatisfied

Fairly satisfied
Very dissatisfied

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Don’t know
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05

	Rushcliffe Borough Council is responsible for a large number of services, including the collection of council
tax and business rates, and your grey and blue bins (and green if you have one). They also administer
council tax and housing benefit, manage elections, and provide planning advice and consent. As well as
keeping the streets clean and children’s’ play areas safe, they provide accommodation for the homeless
and maintain sports pitches and leisure centres to help you stay fit and healthy.
Rushcliffe's part of your annual council tax bill for a band D property equates to around 36 pence per day.

Q4	
To what extent do you agree or disagree that Rushcliffe Borough Council provides good
value for money?

	Strongly agree
Disagree

Agree
Strongly disagree

Neither agree nor disagree
Don’t know

Q5	
On balance, which of the following statements comes closest to how you feel about
Rushcliffe Borough Council?

	I speak positively of the council without being asked
I speak positively of the council if I am asked about it
I am negative about the council if I am asked about it
I am negative about the council without being asked
I have no views one way or another
Don’t know

Q6	
To what extent do you think Rushcliffe Borough Council acts on the concerns of local
residents?

A great deal

A fair amount

Not very much

Not at all

Don’t know

Q7	
How strongly do you feel you belong to your local area?
Very strongly
Don’t know

Q8

Not very strongly

Not strongly at all

How safe or unsafe do you feel when outside in your local area after dark?
 ery safe
V
Fairly unsafe

Q9

Fairly strongly

Fairly safe
Very unsafe

Neither safe nor unsafe
Don’t know

How safe or unsafe do you feel when outside in your local area during the day?
 ery safe
V
Fairly unsafe

Fairly safe
Very unsafe

Neither safe nor unsafe
Don’t know

Q10	
Overall, how well informed do you think Rushcliffe Borough Council keeps residents

about the services and benefits it provides? By benefits we mean any positive impacts it
has had on the local area.
 ery well informed
V
Not well informed at all

Q11

Not very well informed

How much do you trust Rushcliffe Borough Council?

	A great deal
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Fairly well informed
Don’t know

A fair amount

Not very much

Not at all

Don’t know

different ethnic backgrounds get on well together? By getting on well together, we mean
living alongside each other with respect.
Strongly agree
Disagree
Too few people in local area

Agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Strongly disagree
Don’t know
All the same ethnic background

Q13	
To what extent would you agree or disagree that people in this local area pull together to
improve the local area?

Strongly agree
Agree
			Strongly disagree

Neither agree nor disagree
Nothing needs improving

Disagree
Don’t know

RESIDENTS' SURVEY

Q12	
To what extent do you agree or disagree that your local area is a place where people from

Q14	
Thinking about your local area, how much of a problem do you think each of the
following are...

A very big
problem

A fairly big
problem

Not a very big
problem

Not a
problem at all

No
opinion

Noisy neighbours
or loud parties

05

Teenagers hanging
around the streets
Rubbish or litter lying
around
Vandalism, graffiti and
other deliberate damage
to property or vehicles
People using or dealing
drugs
People being drunk or
rowdy in public places
Abandoned or burnt out
cars
Dog fouling

Q15 Do you agree or disagree that you can influence decisions affecting your local area?
	Strongly agree
Strongly disagree

Agree
Don’t know

Disagree

Q16	
How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with Rushcliffe Borough Council’s residents’
magazine – Rushcliffe Reports?

	Very satisfied
Fairly dissatisfied

Fairly satisfied
Very dissatisfied

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Don’t know

Q17	
How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the variety of ways you can contact Rushcliffe
Borough Council?

	Very satisfied
Fairly dissatisfied

Fairly satisfied
Very dissatisfied

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Don’t know
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RESIDENTS' SURVEY

05

Q18	How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the cleanliness of streets within Rushcliffe
Borough?

	Very satisfied
Fairly dissatisfied

Fairly satisfied
Very dissatisfied

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Don’t know

Q19 How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the cleanliness of parks and open spaces within
Rushcliffe Borough?

	Very satisfied
Fairly dissatisfied

Fairly satisfied
Very dissatisfied

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Don’t know

Q20	How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the bin collection service provided by Rushcliffe
Borough Council?

	Very satisfied
Fairly dissatisfied

Fairly satisfied
Very dissatisfied

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Don’t know

Q21	
Rushcliffe Borough Council has an annual events programme which includes Lark in the

Park, Proms in the Park and the Christmas Lights Switch-on to name just a few. Were you
aware that the Council ran these events each year?
No, I was not aware the Council ran this kind of event
I’ve heard of these events but have never been to one
I’ve attended an event run by the Council in the last 3 years
I attend at least one event run by the Council each year

Q22	If you have attended an event run by the Council, how satisfied or dissatisfied were you
with the event?

	Very satisfied
Fairly dissatisfied

Fairly satisfied
Very dissatisfied

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Don’t know / have not attended

Q23	Please indicate whether you have had contact with Rushcliffe Borough Council’s planning
service. By contact with the Planning Service we mean submitting a planning application,
responding to a consultation about a neighbouring property or making a complaint about a
planning matter.

	In the last 6 months
Over 5 years ago

In the last year
Never used

In the last 5 years
Don’t know

Q24	How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the planning service provided by Rushcliffe
Borough Council?

	Very satisfied
Fairly dissatisfied

Fairly satisfied
Very dissatisfied

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Don’t know

Q25	Is there anything else you would like to tell us about Rushcliffe Borough or the services
the Council provides?

Many thanks for completing this survey. Look out for the headline results in the Autumn 2018 edition of Rushcliffe Reports.
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on single use plastics
We are continuing our commitment to explore reducing single use plastics across
our services and work with partners wherever we can.
At Council in April, Councillors had the
option to receive a Rushcliffe branded cup
to use when out and about in the Borough to
save them using single use cups at venues
and retailers.
Leader of the Council Cllr Simon Robinson
said: “We want to be an environmentally
friendly authority and lead by example.
“We are committed to making a positive
difference to the environment in Rushcliffe
and initiatives such as this can help to
reduce the volume of plastic being used by
retailers when we enjoy a hot or cold drink.”
All of our community venues now also ban
the use of helium balloons and Chinese
lanterns so we are more environmentally
minded.
Particularly with lanterns, we wish to
decrease harm to farmers’ livestock and
wildlife so have seen it fit to to curb the
items in our public areas.

ENVIRONMENT

Continuing our commitment

In May, we also joined Streetwise by
encouraging communities across the
borough to join the nationwide Great Plastic
Pick Up.
The campaign, led by Keep Britain Tidy, saw
volunteers in our neighbourhoods give up
their time to litter pick in locations across
the Borough and make an indent into the
estimated 15 million plastic bottles littering
public areas nationally.

06

We would like to take this opportunity to
thank the many groups in Rushcliffe that
regularly look after their neighbourhoods
wonderfully with regular litter picks to
complement Streetwise’s efforts.
If you wish to co-ordinate your own pick,
Streetwise are able to collect bags of items
on your behalf. Please call Luke Ingle on
0115 914 8593 or email
lingle@streetwiseenvironmental.co.uk
for more information.
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ENVIRONMENT
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Where does your waste go?
Here in Rushcliffe we are a designated Waste Collection Authority,
which means we are the collector for your waste.
Nottinghamshire County Council are the
designated Waste Disposal Authority
and they have a contract with Veolia
Environmental Services to do this on their
behalf.
So, where does your waste eventually
end up?

Grey Bin Waste
This goes to the Energy from Waste
Combined Heat and Power Plant at
Eastcroft. The process creates steam which
drives turbines that produce electricity,
used to heat parts of Nottingham’s Broad
Marsh shopping centre and currently heat
the Magistrates Court and many other
buildings. We, in Rushcliffe, are lucky that
hardly any waste goes into landfill sites.

Blue Bin Waste
We collected over 7,500 tonnes of
recyclable waste last year and delivered it
to a transfer station at Colwick to be taken
to a large Materials Recycling Facility in
Mansfield run by Veolia Environmental
Services.
It is really important to only put the
correct items in your blue bin – paper
and card, plastic bottles, mixed food
and drink cans, yoghurt pots and margarine
tubs. Anything else in the bin contaminates
the load and cannot be reprocessed.
Recyclables sorted at Veolia’s site are sent
for processing at a facility rigorously audited
and meeting requirements of environmental
legislation.
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Bring Sites

Deputy Leader Cllr Debbie Mason at our Bridgford Road bring site

Green Bin Waste
All garden waste we collect from your green
bin is taken to a composting facility at Oxton.
Approximately 11,000 tonnes of green waste
is annually composted and turned into soil
conditioner. You can buy this from Veolia,
please visit pro-grow.com for details.
Our garden waste service is a subscription
service where you pay £35 per year.
Additional bins are available for just £20
each. If you don’t use the service why not
give it a try. Subscribers also receive our

We are sometimes asked why we don’t
collect glass from the kerbside. Such
collections are expensive, especially when
we are keen to keep the glass colours
separated as this means it is recycled back
into glass bottles and jars. Mixed glass
collections can end up in road aggregates
for example.
We have 55 glass recycling sites across
the Borough and we collect over 1,500
tonnes annually, more than many kerbside
collection schemes.

ENVIRONMENT

Rushcliffe Gardener magazine twice yearly
with useful gardening tips and exclusive
offers.

06

Our vehicle has three compartments for
separating glass colour, and is tipped
at Abbey Road depot before going to
Doncaster or Coventry for recycling.
Keeping the glass separate is ultimately
better for the environment and we thank you
for taking extra care when recycling glass.
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LEISURE

Qualify to be a lifeguard

at one of our Parkwood Community Leisure Centres
Why not qualify to be a lifeguard and
take a step into a career within the
leisure industry?
The NPLQ (National Pool Lifeguard
Qualification) is the most awarded
lifeguard qualification in the UK.

07
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The course duration is 36 to 38 hours
and split over three sections:
•	the lifeguard, swimming pool and
supervision
•	intervention, rescue and emergency
action plan
• CPR, AED and First Aid

Four Courses are running at three Parkwood
Community Leisure Centres:
Cotgrave Leisure Centre Courses:
• 29 October – 4 November 2018
Keyworth Leisure Centre Courses:
• 23 June – 30 June 2018
• 29 October – 4 November 2018
Bingham Leisure Centre:
• 29 October - 4 November 2018
For more information on the course and for prices
please contact the centre directly:

The course comprises physical training
and theoretical classroom work, followed
by a practical in-water and out-of-water
assessment on pool rescue, first aid,
CPR and lifesaving skills.

Cotgrave Leisure Centre 0115 989 2916
Cotgrave@Parkwood-CommunityLeisure.co.uk

The qualification is internationally
recognised and is incorporated on the
Qualifications Framework at Level 2.

Keyworth Leisure Centre 0115 937 5582
Keyworth@Parkwood-CommuntiyLeisure.co.uk

Bingham Leisure Centre 01949 838 628
Bingham@Parkwood-CommunityLeisure.co.uk

There are life saving courses at Keyworth Leisure
Centre every Friday from 7pm to 9pm and
resuscitation and first aid skills courses every
Monday from 7pm to 8pm.

the family friendly fun course

LEISURE

Edwalton Golf Centre
Edwalton Golf Centre continues to thrive as the Borough’s truly family friendly
and fun golf course.
From the longest nine hole course in the
county, fun golf, a driving range and foot
golf, there is something for everyone to get
in involved in this summer.
As well as the standard and three par
courses, there’s a fun course that all ages
can enjoy pitching and putting on, and golf
days available to ensure the more serious
golfer can enjoy the club’s full facilities.
The Centre is also the perfect venue for any
occasion or event, with many room hire and
buffet options available at glendalegolf.
co.uk/edwalton-golf-centre
From a boogie bounce studio through to
activities and clubs for all ages, the club
prides itself on being community focused
with a great course to boot on Wellin Lane in
the village.

07
It now is also the only golf club in the
Borough to have a golf simulator where
golfers of all ages can play on some of the
world’s greatest courses with its custom
made studio.
From St Andrews to Stoke Park, why not try
out tackling what the pros face with a fun
competition amongst you and friends?
Get in touch to book your tee time or
discuss your booking, party or event on the
web, emailing edwalton@glendalegolf.co.uk
or call 0115 923 4775.
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FACILITIES

Host your
event with us!

Whether it’s a meeting, a party or an exercise class you’re holding,
we have a selection of great venues to hire for your event.

Rushcliffe Arena – an ideal venue for meetings, training and

08

conferences. The rooms are fully furnished with Wi-Fi and technology for
presentations, set out in a range of layouts for up to 100 people. Hot and cold
drinks are available, refreshments can be provided by our partner Parkwood
Leisure, with free on-site parking.

Lutterell Hall – this 1920s building in central West Bridgford is ideal for
wedding receptions and celebrations of all kinds, especially as it’s next to
St Giles Church and within walking distance of West Bridgford Registry
Office, West Bridgford Methodist Church and Holy Spirit Catholic Church.

Sir Julien Cahn Pavilion West Park, West Bridgford – an
attractive and spacious pavilion with a cricketing heritage and a great
view overlooking the cricket pitch. This venue has bags of parking,
making it a great choice for parties, discos and community gatherings.

Gamston Community Hall – handily located near the Morrisons
supermarket, this is a multi-purpose facility, popular for indoor sports,
fitness classes, playgroups, children’s parties, community gatherings and
educational classes.
For more details on our competitive prices or to book any of
our venues, go to rushcliffe.gov.uk/venues email
communityfacilities@rushcliffe.gov.uk or call 0115 914 8553.
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CRICKET

Looking forward to a great

summer of cricket
Rushcliffe is looking forward to
welcoming cricket fans from far and wide
this summer.
Trent Bridge is hosting more international
matches over the next couple of months,
with a One Day International against India
on July 12 and a Test Match, also against
the Indians, from August 18-22.
England will have a point to prove after
having lost away to the sub-continent side
over the winter of 2016/17.
Nottinghamshire’s domestic cricket is also
in a good place after the County side’s
success in the one-day competitions last
year.

09

restaurants – and they will be praying for
good weather and large crowds.
It also brings a great feel-good vibe to the
locality.
Watching live cricket is a great experience,
so if you have never been to watch, this
could be the year to start.
Remember international cricket events are
just part of the great place, lifestyle and
sport here in the borough, visit
rushcliffe.gov.uk/whatson for more
information.

They won the T20 and One Day trophies,
as well as gaining promotion to Division 1
of the County Championship. All this at the
same time as the refurbishment work on the
Radcliffe Road stand, which will increase
capacity for hospitality and broadcasting
functions, as well as altering the local
skyline slightly.
The cricket season is a great time for local
businesses – especially hotels, pubs and

Cllr Roger Upton, Cllr Barrie Cooper and Cllr Debbie Mason
congratulated Notts' Harry Gurney on a wonderful 2017
domestic season
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SPORT

Book a space
now at our
wonderfully
located sports
pitches in
10 West Bridgford
We own several sports pitches
and tennis courts in West
Bridgford, which are wonderfully
located and are available for hire
all year round.

Alford Road is used as both a recreational
open space and sports venue. There are
three adult and two junior sized football
pitches and one rugby pitch. There are
changing and toilet facilities, as well as a
large children’s play area, a teen-shelter
and basketball court.
Gresham Sports Park is situated off
Wilford Lane, West Bridgford. Facilities
include a state-of-the-art 3G floodlit football
pitch, six full-sized and one mini grass
football pitches. The sports pavilion has a
very attractive room for socializing that can
be hired for most functions. It measures
15 x 10 metres and can accommodate 50
people.
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For more information and booking, please
visit Rushcliffe Borough Council’s website
rushcliffe.gov.uk/venues
Alternatively, phone 0115 914 8553.
Grass Pitch
Alford Road – Full Size

£66

Alford Road – 9 A Side
(Edwalton FC)

£33

Alford Road – Mini Pitches

£27

Gresham Sports Park – Full Size

£66

Gresham / West Park – Mini Pitch

£27

Astroturf 3G
Gresham Sports Park
Adults
1/3 Pitch (after 7pm)

£40

Weekend Match

£80

Juniors
1/3 Pitch (up to 7pm)

£23

1/3 Pitch Weekend Match

£28

Childs Football Party (1/3 for 1
Hour, then next hour in pavilion –
self catering

£70

Tennis courts at West Park and
Bridgford Park in West Bridgford are
managed in partnership with Activeace.
‘Pay and Play’ rates are: Adults £6 per hour
and Juniors £3 per hour.
Mini Courts are £2.30 per hour and FlexiCourt passes are available for £65 per
household and offer access to all our courts
in West Bridgford all year round.
Courts must be booked in advance and
some courts may be unavailable during
scheduled coaching hours. To enquire email
admin@activeace.co.uk or telephone
0115 933 8363.

SPORT

Broken skatepark
to be transformed
thanks to grant boost

A broken skatepark is set to be transformed into a new facility thanks to the hard
work of volunteers and our grant of £125,000.
Radcliffe-on-Trent Skatepark Committee
is working with Radcliffe-on-Trent Parish
Council to raise £250,000 to improve the
current dilapidated wooden structure,
which has been repaired, added-to, and
redesigned since it was built in 1997. It is no
longer fit for purpose.
The Committee’s plan is to replace the
present skate park with a bespoke,
state-of-the-art concrete facility, and
with the help of Rural Community Action
Nottinghamshire, is now applying for other
grants and organising fund raising events.
The £125,000 grant from the Council has
been made from its £500,000 skate park
improvement fund, which provides up to
50% of a total project cost up to a maximum
of £150,000.
This fund is available until March 2021
and can be used to support the other
skateparks within the Borough. The council
is currently developing proposals for The
Hook skatepark in West Bridgford.

“We are very pleased to have worked with
the volunteers of the Skatepark Committee
and the Parish Council to deliver funding for
a real community asset. Their commitment
to the project, and what it means to local
residents, really shone through.”

10

Rosie Hunnam from Radcliffe-on-Trent
Skatepark Committee said: “The skatepark
has been here for 21 years and we hope
this transition will mean it can continue to be
a central part of Rushcliffe's leisure facilities
for a further 21 years!
“We would especially like to thank the
Council Leader, Cllr Simon Robinson. He
and other Cabinet members were integral
in making this happen. We are extremely
grateful of their support and belief in this
project and its importance for our local
community.”

Deputy Leader Cllr Debbie Mason and
Cabinet and ward member Cllr Roger Upton
saw at first hand earlier this year how the
site will benefit hundreds of skatepark
enthusiasts.
Cllr Mason said: “We support projects of
this nature wherever possible so once work
is complete it can be enjoyed by hundreds
of local families and young people in the
coming years.
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COMMUNITY

11

Free
tree
scheme
to breathe new life into our communities
We are establishing a free tree scheme
where local groups or parish councils can
apply for up to two free trees to breathe
new life into their communities.
From June, simply visit rushcliffe.gov.uk/
trees to register your interest as a group
who you feel would benefit from a greener
look to your neighbourhood.
We will work with interested groups to plant
the new trees and where required seek land
owner permission to further improve the look
of our towns, villages and hamlets.
Where required we will also use the planning
process to protect important trees, retain
tree cover and encourage new planting
when the roll out starts in November.
A Tree Warden scheme will also be
established, enabling people to be active
in conserving and enhancing their local

30

trees and woods. Please visit treecouncil.
org.uk/Take-Part/Tree-Wardens for more
information.
Tree Wardens are volunteers who get
involved in local tree matters and encourage
practical projects. They are nominated by
parish councils and will receive training
and advice and identify opportunities for
promotion, planting and protection.
The Council will be further supporting the
Woodland Trust‘s Tree Charter.
You can help promote and protect trees in
your community by simply following any of
these steps:
•	You can plant a tree on your own land –
see rushcliffe.gov.uk/trees
•	You can become a Tree Warden – talk to
you parish council
•	You can talk about tree planting with your
Borough Councillor
•	You can support Nottinghamshire Wildlife
Trust or the ‘Friends of’ groups operating
on Rushcliffe’s nature reserves
•	You can find the oldest and most
important trees and record any missing
at ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk

COMMUNITY

Residents say no
to
cold
callers
with Nominated Neighbour Scheme
Residents at a retirement complex are saying “no” to cold callers with a
Nominated Neighbour Scheme that deters unexpected visitors and keeps
residents safe within their own homes.
In conjunction with Nottinghamshire
County Council’s Trading Standards team,
officers from Nottinghamshire Police and
local community volunteers, we visited 40
residents at Church Croft in West Bridgford
in April to deliver cards they can show to
unknown callers at the door or post through
their letter box.
This advises the unidentified or unexpected
caller to visit the Scheme Manager at the
site as their Nominated Neighbour who will
then ask the purpose of the visit and check
for any identification.

“Once they fail to gain access and know
that the local community are alert to their
activities, it will act as a strong deterrent
to stop rogue traders from returning in the
future.”

11

Residents have received advice on how to
spot potential postal and telephone scams.
People can report a doorstep crime incident
or obtain consumer advice by contacting
the Citizens Advice Consumer Service on
0345 404 05 06 or by Textphone on
18001 03454 04 05 06.

If the caller is trying to sell items then they
will be told that the residents do not buy at
the door and asked to leave.
Deputy Leader Cllr Debbie Mason said:
“When the card is shown to the caller it
replaces any need for the occupant to enter
into a conversation with that person and
keeps elderly and vulnerable residents safe.
“Unfortunately nuisance, rogue and cold
callers can target residents in this type
of accommodation and as a council we
are committed to working with partners to
ensure they feel secure in their own homes
when unknown individuals call.”
Our Borough Councillor Gordon Wheeler,
who is also Vice-Chair of the County
Council’s Communities and Place
Committee, said: “This scheme will help limit
the opportunity for doorstep criminals to con
their way into homes or persuade residents
to buy overpriced goods.
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Residents give

100% satisfaction
rating to Rushcliffe’s Home
Alarms service
Our Home Alarms Service has been given
a remarkable 100 per cent customer
satisfaction rating.
People across the Borough who use the
service fed back they were completely
satisfied with the service’s Housing Support
administration team when they had the need
to use the facility.
The alarms provide peace of mind,
security, reassurance and independence
for hundreds of people across Rushcliffe
who wear a pendant on a neck cord with
a trigger that can be pressed to call the

authority in the instance of a medical or
other emergency.
The Council’s Cabinet Member for Housing
and Planning Cllr Roger Upton said: “This
is huge credit to the team to provide such
reassuring assistance that those who
responded to the survey said they felt
completely satisfied with the service.
“It includes many people who are vulnerable
and the direct link to a friendly helpful voice
on the end of the phone in an emergency
means such a lot to their confidence
knowing someone will always respond. Our
challenge now is to maintain these excellent
standards.”
Over 99 per cent of customers also rated
response times to their calls as acceptable
with the same percentage expressing their
feeling that operators from the council’s
Housing Support team were helpful and
reassuring.
People with severe physical disabilities
are also among those to benefit from the
service with the trigger able to be directed
to an environmental control system for
people whose movement is exceedingly
limited.
If callers are within hearing distance of the
alarm they are able to talk to the operator
and explain what is required.
However, even if the caller is not able to
hear or speak to the operator, action will still
be taken to ensure that the caller is safe and
well.
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COMMUNITY
Cllr Roger Upton with the Home Alarms team

It has also been recommended by those
who have been stranded at home in an
emergency.
Mrs Lally, 96, has praised the service
having used it several times in the 11 years
she has been registered.
She previously used the service after losing
her balance and was unable to get up. She
laid there not knowing what to do but luckily
was wearing her home alarm where a touch
of the button quickly took her through to the
team at the Council.

11

Cllr Upton said: “It’s brilliant to hear this
feedback from a user of our Home Alarm
Service and I’m very proud of our team
doing an amazing job.
“We have brilliant satisfaction ratings but it’s
always good to hear personal testimonies
and to see how the service really helps
vulnerable people.”

They quickly called the correct medical
services to ensure she was not in further
danger and also contacted her daughters
to inform them of the situation.
Mrs Lally (pictured, right) said: “The Home
Alarm Service has really allowed me to stay
independent within my own home.
“If I do have an accident or fall I know help
is only the push of a button away so I would
not be without it. The girls and guys on the
phone are so lovely too.”

For a free demonstration or to find out more about the service,
contact the Council’s Housing Support Team on 0115 981 9911
or visit rushcliffe.gov.uk/homealarms
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Breakfast Club is a huge hit
with our Armed Forces
A breakfast club is proving to be a huge
hit with veterans and serving members
of the forces thanks to our Armed Forces
Community Covenant.
Its monthly meet ups at the Goose at
Gamston welcome all members and families
of serving and former Armed Forces based
in the Borough to make connections and
expand the support frameworks in place for
those with a military background.
The sessions are continuing after the
Council was jointly awarded over £150,000
with Charnwood and Melton borough
councils towards the Covenant.
It will help set up a new mobile hub
designed to give the specialist help, support
and advice in areas personnel may have
previously found it difficult to access.
Deputy Leader and Covenant Champion
Councillor Debbie Mason said: “This is
such a great initiative to provide support
to those who have served or are serving
in our Armed Forces and the breakfast
club is a glowing example of the support
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for a thriving community that exists among
members here in Rushcliffe.
“The hub will be brilliant in terms of getting
the right information to hard-to-reach areas,
helping veterans and families with what
they need. This is so important for the wider
network of engaging these communities
and individuals.”
The hub will also include practical
information about health, wellbeing and
training opportunities as the Council
continues its support for the national
scheme to encourage employers to support
defence personnel and inspire others to do
the same.
The Breakfast Club starts each session at
9.30am on the last Saturday of the month
and all past and present members of the
forces and their families are welcome to
join.
Check out the Facebook page ‘Nottingham
Rushcliffe Armed Forces and Veterans
Breakfast Club’ for more information.

Gotham

Gotham is a village with a population of around 1800, situated in the southwest of Rushcliffe between East Leake and the A453. Its name originates
from the Old English, and means ‘goat home’.
Gotham entered local folklore in the
thirteenth century when, to stop King John
visiting (and imposing heavy taxes on the
village), the wise inhabitants pretended to
be mad.
Among the ruses they used were trying to
rake the moon out of the pond and fencing
in a cuckoo so they could hear its song all
year round.
The Cuckoo Bush pub is so named because
of these stories, and they also inspired the
American writer Washington Irving, who
used the name Gotham for New York in one
of his novels.
The writers of Batman then adopted the
name as the location of their hero’s home.
Former New York mayor Rudolph Giuliani
acknowledged the link between the two
places.

The village has an active History Society
and an established heritage trail nearby.
Points of interest locally include the church
of St Lawrence, dating back to 1180, the
village pump-house in the square, and a
pillbox just west of Gotham on Cottagers
Hill.

VILLAGE IN FOCUS

Village in focus:
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Gotham Hill Pasture is a site of special
scientific interest (SSSI) because of its
species-rich grassland.
The centre of the village social and sporting
scene is the Memorial Hall and Recreation
Ground.
It caters for football, cricket, bowls, tennis
and badminton, and adjoining the hall are
the library, health centre and play group.
Rushcliffe Golf Club is a couple of miles
away, towards East Leake.
Gotham may be a small village, but it is
crammed full of interest and
things to do.
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TOUR OF BRITAIN
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Cheer on the Tour of Britain
in a town or village near you!
The Borough welcomes the national OVO Energy Tour of Britain on Saturday
September 8 for the very first time! A cycling extravaganza, it will travel through 80
kilometres of our wonderful towns, villages and countryside.
It’s a fantastic opportunity for you and your
community to cheer on the 120 top cyclists
as they battle out the start of the seventh
stage of the Tour together with thousands of
cycling enthusiasts and visitors.

There will also be information on the best
vantage points to see the cyclists, places to
park, refreshments and toilet facilities and
things to do in your communities after the
Tour has passed.

It is set to start on Central Avenue in West
Bridgford before the riders race their way
through the following locations:
Compton Acres | Ruddington | East Leake
Wysall | Keyworth | Plumtree | Cotgrave
Radcliffe-on-Trent | Shelford

Remember to invite your friends from afar
to what promises to be a truly memorable
event here in the Borough.

Town and parish councils have already
received updates on how they can join
the fun and schools will soon receive
information too about how they can get
involved.

Save the date, Saturday
and get involved!

September 8

The best place to keep up to date is on
social media.

Why not decorate your house, shop or
neighbourhood in a cycle theme to welcome
the riders or create your own land or water
art that could be captured by the live
coverage on ITV4.
For more information and for updates of
confirmed times the Tour will be in your part
of Rushcliffe visit rushcliffe.gov.uk/tob

Rushcliffe Community Contact Centre Rectory Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 6BU
By telephone: Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5pm
In person: 8.30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, and from 9am to 1pm on the first Saturday of every month.
T 0115 981 9911 | E customerservices@rushcliffe.gov.uk | W www.rushcliffe.gov.uk
twitter.com/rushcliffe

facebook.com/rushcliffeborough

linkedin.com/company/rushcliffe-borough-council
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